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DIARY  COUPONS. 


Home  Subscribers  are  reminded  that  all  Diary  coupons 
should  be  returned  to  us  not  later  than  December  31.  If 
they  bear  the  post-mark  of  that  date  they  will  be  entitled 
to  compete  for  the  ten  guineas,  which  we  offer  as  prizes. 

INSETS. 

Our  annual  Winter  Number  will  be  published  on  Saturday, 
January  29.  Circulars,  specimens  of  handbills,  price-lists, 
and  other  suitable  printed  matter,  will  be  received  for  inser- 
tion in  the  issue  as  supplements.  On  this  occasion  we  shall 
give  a  special  and  complete  circulation  of  the  number  to  the 
whole  of  the  trade  of  Canada — that  part  of  the  British 
Empire  being  one  which  must  in  the  near  future  do  more 
extensive  trade  with  the  old  country.  Great  Britain  is  now 
buying  liberally  from  Canada,  and  will  certainly  sell  more 
freely,  and  there  is  a  good  opening  for  the  whole  of  the  drug- 
trade.  Those  wishing  fuller  particulars  should  apply  to  our 
publisher.  We  wish  it  to  be  specially  noted  by  advertisers 
that  the  Canadian  circulation  will  be  additional  to  the 
world-wide  distribution  of  the  number,  and  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  go  to  Canada  with  supplements  need  not  do  so  ;  but, 
of  course,  the  advertisement  pages  will  go  through  the 
whole  edition. 


This  number  ends  our  fifty-first  volume. 

A  CURIOUS  ADAPTATION  of  chemical  magic  is  sent  to  us 
from  Secunderabad  (p.  1003). 

The  suicide  of  Mr.  William  Willmott.  chief  dispenser  at 
King's  College  Hospital,  is  reported  (p.  978). 

A  Sketch  of  French  Pharmacy  as  seen  by  an  English 
physician  200  years  ago  is  given  on  p.  997. 

We  note  a  report  of  a  combination  of  A.  &  F.  Pears 
(Limited)  and  Apollinaris  and  Johannis  (Limited)  (p.  980). 

The  Death  of  Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe,  the  author  of  our  "  Handy- 
book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  is  announced  (p  998). 

Sir  Henry  Burdett  again  appeals  to  chemists  to  help 
in  the  distribution  of  the  Hospital  Fund  Stamp-album  (p. 
1001). 

The  French  Anti-cuttees  find  the  same  difficulty  as 
the  English  ones.  They  want  5,000  adherents,  and  have  only 
3.500  (p.  980). 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  are  continuing  their 
prosecutions  of  vendors  of  alcoholic  temperance-drinks  (pp. 
983  and  996). 

The  details  of  the  fatal  exolosion  at  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.'s  factory  at  Dartford  are  given  in  the  nport 
of  the  inquest  (p.  976). 

A  number  of  Manchester  pharmaceutists  have  held  a 
meeting  and  passed  resolutions  in  opposition  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  new  Bill  (p.  977). 

A  small  Irish  grievance  is  that  certain  proprietors  of 
patent-mtdicines  send  their  articles  uns'amped  to  Ireland, 
but  make  no  reduction  in  the  price  (p.  1002). 

A  large  amount  of  technical  information  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fifty  replies  we  give  to  correspondents  under  the 
head  of  Miscellaneous  Inquiries  (p.  1C04-6). 

Our  Correspondence-column  contains  an  amusing  letter 
from  Cape  Colony,  on  the  subject  of  a  chemical-recipe  book 
on  which  the  writer  "  liquefied  "  50.S.  (p.  1003). 

A  dispute  about  the  right  to  substitute  "our  own" 
concentrated  wood-violets  has  come  into  Chancery.  The 
issue  depends  on  the  special  circumstances  (p.  983). 

Me.  Forshaw  sends  us  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  himself,  preliminary 
to  the  removal  of  his  name  from  the  roll  of  members  (p.  1001) 

We  print  a  very  full  index  to  the  contents  of  the  current 
volume.  Subscribers  who  keep  it,  together  with  the  numbers 
to  which  it  refers,  will  frequently  save  themselves  much 
trouble. 

The  Drug-markets  are'  now  practically  closed  till  the 
New  Year,  and  there  have  been  very  few  alterations  of 
importance.  We  give  particulars  of  the  new  scale  of  prices 
of  Lithia  salts  (p.  999). 

The  Homocea  Company  (Limited)  and  certain  under- 
writers who  aided  in  floating  it  (have  a  complicated  dis- 
pute in  regard  to  funds,  which  has  been  brought  before 
the  Court  of  Appeal  (p.  984). 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  suspected  a  ■'  pick-me- 
up  "  sold  by  a  Scotch  pharmacist  to  be  too  much  like  pure 
whisky,  but  they  failed  to  convince  the  Aberdeen  Magistrates 
of  the  soundness  of  their  contention  (p.  984.) 

Six  high-class  Dublin  pharmacists  have  put  on 
record  their  desire  to  separate  themselves  from  association 
with  certain  nostrums  (p.  979),  and  a  letter  urging  seme  such 
crusade  comes  to  us  from  Penzance  (p.  1001). 

Several  pages  in  this  number  are  filled  with  a  review 
of  the  year  in  its  pharmaceutical  aspects.  We  deal  with 
science,  commerce,  and  politics  of  the  year  as  far  as  they 
affect  chemists  and  druggists  (pp.  987  to  995). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  neves  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fatal  Accident  at  a  Pharmaceutical  Factory. 

On  Friday,  December  17,  at  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  & 
Co.'s  works  at  Dartford,  an  inquest  was  held  by  Mr.  E.  N. 
Wood,  Deputy-Coroner  for  Kent,  with  reference  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  Lewis  Jones,  aged  25,  a  fully-qualified  chemist,  lately 
in  the  employ  of  the  firm,  who  was  fatally  injured  by  the 
explosion  of  a  compound  which  he  was  mixing  in  a  mortar  with 
a  pestle  on  the  previous  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Eoger  Wallis,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  barrister, 
were  present  for  the  Arm. 

Special  plans  had  been  drawn  up  of  the  room,  but  these 
the  Coroner  said  he  did  not  think  he  should  require. 

The  jury  having  viewed  the  body  in  another  part  of  the 
building,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  on  behalf  of  the  firm,  said  he 
wished  to  express  his  deepest  sympathy  with  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased  gentleman,  and  stated  that  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.  had  lost  a  most  able  assistant  through  the 
lamentable  accident. 

Thomas  Jones,  of  Aberdovey,  North  Wales,  farmer,  identified 
the  deceased  as  his  brother,  who,  he  said,  had  passed  his 
examinations  as  a  chemist.  He  had  been  in  this  situation 
since  about  last  November. 

Mr.  Charles  Crayden,  laboratory  assistant,  said  he  was  in  the 
room  when  the  explosion  occurred,  but  he  did  not  know  what 
Mr.  Jones  was  doing  at  the  time.  It  was  in  the  granulating- 
department.  He  was  about  12  feet  away  when  the  explosion 
occurred.  He  (witness)  fell  on  the  floor,  but  could  not  say 
whether  the  explosion  caused  this  or  whether  it  was  the 
sudden  fright.  He  was  not  injured.  He  at  first  thought 
the  explosion  was  caused  by  the  gas.  He  ran  out  of  the 
room  but  returned  a  few  seconds  later.  The  room  was  full 
of  steam  or  smoke,  and  at  the  moment  he  did  not  observe  the 
deceased. 

Harvey  Gibson,  a  lad  of  15,  who  was  also  in  the  room  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  said  he  could  not  see  what  the 
deceased  was  doing.  He  had  just  previously  given  him  a 
mortar.  When  the  explosion  occurred  he  was  about  2 
yards  away.  He  was  not  knocked  down.  He  was  frightened 
and  ran  away.    He  did  not  see  Mr.  Jones. 

The  Coroner :  What  did  you  think  the  explosion  was  ? 

Witness  :  A  gas-explosion  on  the  same  floor. 

The  Coroner :  And  you  ran  away  and  left  the  deceased  ? 

Witness  :  Yes  ;  I  was  frightened.    It  was  dark. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald :  You  mean,  of  course,  that  it  was  dark 
after  the  explosiorj,  of  course,  from  the  dust,  &c,  flying 
about  1 

Witness :  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  James  Brown,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  also  in  the 
employ  of  the  firm,  said  Mr.  Jones  had  been  assisting  him  in 
making  some  experiments  lately.  On  Tuesday  (the  day  before 
the  accident)  he  had  given  him  the  formula  for  some 
erythrol-tetranitrate,  lactose,  and  starch,  telling  him  to  be 
careful  with  them  as  the  first  might  be  explosive. 

The  Coroner  :  Did  you  think  he  was  sufficiently  skilful  to 
be  trusted  with  such  a  thing  as  this  1 

Witness :  Yes,  I  did.  I  thought  he  knew  sufficient  about 
chemistry  to  keep  out  of  danger. 

The  Coroner  :  Had  he  ever  handled  this  before  ? 

Witness:  No,  I  don't  think  he  had,  as  I  had  to  give  him 
the  information  about  it. 

The  Coroner  :  You  wouldn't  hesitate  to  do  it  yourself  1 

Witness :  No,  certainly  not. 

The  witness  went  on  to  state  that  about  10  30  he  heard  a 
noise,  and  went  to  the  room.    He  found  the  granulating-room 


completely  wrecked,  and  Mr.  Jones  was  lying  on  the  floor 
dangerously  injured.  Several  people  tried  to  restore  him, 
but  he  died  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  Coroner  :  Did  you  give  the  quantities  out  yourself,  or 
did  he  have  to  help  himself? — I  gave  him  the  first. 

A  Juror :  And  did  you  give  the  proper  quantity  ? — Yes,  I  am 
sure  of  it. 

A  Juror :  They  were  given  out  dry,  I  suppose  1 — Yes,  but  to 
be  moistened  after. 

A  Juror :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  nitro-compounds  are 
explosive  ? — Yes, mostly ;  that  is,  organic  nitro-compounds.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  organic  matters  containing  nitro- 
gen are  explosive. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  witness  said  he  was  the 
head  of  the  compressing-department,  and  had  a  staff  of 
qualified  chemists  under  him.  He  had  been  making  this 
compound  for  the  last  eighteen  months.  There  was  a  large 
demand  for  it.  It  was  used  for  angina  pectoris.  He  had 
never  known  the  compound  to  explode  before.  He  could  not 
explain  the  explosion.  He  knew  that  if  struck  in  a  particular 
fashion  it  would  explode,  but  if  properly  handled  it  could  not. 
There  was  no  chemical  action  between  erythrol-tetranitrate 
and  lactose. 

Mr.  Martyn  Walmsley,  another  chemist  at  the  works,  said  he 
saw  Mr.  Lewis  empty  four  1-oz.  bottles  of  erythrol-tetranitrate 
into  paper,  and  weigh  them.  He  believed  Mr.  Brown  said  to 
the  deceased,  "  This  is  very  dangerous  :  be  careful  what  you 
do  with  it."  Shortly  after  he  heard  the  explosion.  He  went  to 
the  granulating- room  and  found  it  in  confusion.  He  found  the 
deceased  lying  by  his  bench.  He  was  seriously  injured,  so 
witness  sent  for  a  doctor.  The  mortar  was  smashed  to 
atoms.  The  matchboarding  of  the  ceiling  was  blown  away, 
and  all  the  windows  were  blown  out.  In  reply  to  the 
Coroner  the  witness  said  he  had  once  made  this  compound. 
He  did  not  remember  if  he  received  particular  instructions, 
but  he  knew  it  was  explosive.  He  gently  turned  it  round  in 
the  mortar.    He  did  not  strike  it. 

The  Coroner :  Are  you  sure  that  Mr.  Brown  warned  the 
deceased  as  to  its  explosive  nature  1 

Witness :  No,  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

Miss  Margaret  Wade,  a  qualified  chemist,  stated  that  she 
was  present  on  Wednesday  morning  when  Mr.  Brown  handed 
Mr.  Jones  something  in  small  bottles.  Witness  heard  him 
warn  the  deceased  as  to  the  nature  of  the  compound,  but 
she  could  not  actually  say  what  was  the  wording  of  the 
warning.    She  remembered  he  told  him  to  be  careful. 

Mr.  W.  Lloyd  Williams,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  acting  manager  of 
the  factory,  stated  that  he  was  acquainted  with  erythrol-tetra- 
nitrate. They  had  had  it  on  the  premises  about  a  year  last 
May.    Mr.  Lewis  had  been  with  the  firm  since  last  August. 

The  Coroner  :  Were  you  aware  that  it  was  of  an  explosive 
nature  ? — I  was  from  reading,  but  not  from  actual  experience. 

You  had  never  heard  of  an  explosion  being  caused 
by  it  1 — No.    It  is  the  first  so  far  as  I  know. 

The  Coroner  :  Did  you  ever  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
giving  out  of  this  article  for  making  this  compound  ? — I  did 
once,  and  I  then  discussed  the  various  properties  with  Mr. 
Hill,  and  said  it  was  likely  to  be  dangerous. 

Can  you  account  for  the  explosion  in  any  way  1 — I  think 
he  may  have  struck  his  pestle  against  the  mortar  in  a  special 
way.    But  this  is  purely  an  opinion. 

Then  you  cannot  properly  account  for  it  1 — No  ;  it  would 
need  an  expert  to  do  that. 

I  thought  you  were  an  expert  ? — I  am  in  general  chemistry, 
but  explosives  have  such  a  wide  range  that  it  is  not  within 
my  province. 

You  would  not  mind  telling  anyone  to  make  up  this  com- 
pound 1 — No,  certainly  not. 

Mr.  Aubrey  Thomas  Hill,  the  Secretary  of  the  works, 
stated  that  he  had  to  experiment  with  erythrol-tetranitrate. 
He  made  up  the  formula  similar  to  that  used  by  Mr.  Jones. 
Recognising  that  there  was  a  chance  of  an  explosion  witness 
put  the  article  under  the  greatest  pressure  he  could  in  one 
of  their  machines  with  a  negative  result.  He  therefore 
decided  it  could  stand  the  ordinary  rough  usage  it  would 
meet  with  in  the  works.  Although  an  expert  witness  he  could 
not  thoroughly  explain  the  explosion.  He  knew  that  a  bit 
of  sand  in  the  mortar  would  cause  it  to  detonate,  and  he 
thought  this  might  have  been  the  cause. 

A  Juror :  Was  not  4  oz.  a  large  quantity  to  use  at  once  ?— 
I  should  not  think  so.    We  started  on  very  small  quantities, 


Decemeer  25,  1897 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


977 


and  as  demand  increased  we  used  larger  and  larger 
quantities  until  we  have  now  got  to  4  oz. 

The  Coroner:  Has  4  oz.  been  used  before? — Yes,  by  several 
people. 

The  Coroner  :  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  sharp  blow  causing 
an  explosion  1 — I  have  read  of  it  in  several  chemical  papers, 
but  my  experiments  do  not  bear  that  out. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald :  I  believe  this  article  is  quoted  as  an 
ordinary  article  of  commerce  in  trade  lists  1 — Yes,  it  is. 

The  Coroner :  I  suppose  there  is  no  danger  in  it  after  it 
has  been  made  up  in  tabloids  '.' — None  whatever. 

Mr.William  MacNab,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  consulting  chemist,  said 
he  was  slightly  acquainted  with  erythrol-tetranitrate.  It  was 
only  in  its  infancy,  and  only  small  quantities  were  made  at  a 
lime.  He  knew  it  would  explode  by  a  sharp  blow  being 
>  truck,  which  could  be  done  by  inadvertence  or  carelessness. 
He  also  knew  that  the  ingredients  could  be  safely  mixed  in 
a  mortar. 

The  Coroner :  In  future,  I  suppose,  you  would  advise  that 
the  mortar  should  not  be  used  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  it 
would  be  a  great  deal  safer. 

Continuing,  witness  said  that  in  his  experiments  he  had 
found  that  when  the  explosion  of  this  took  place  ingredient 
it  was  always  local. 

The  Coroner :  You  don't  think  the  man  would  be  very 
wise  if  he  did  not  look  at  the  mortar  to  see  that  it  was 
clean  1 — A  chemist  that  was  first  warned  would  be  mad  not 
to  see  that  his  mortar  was  clean. 

In  summing  up,  the  Coroner  said  it  seemed  that  there  was 
very  little  known  about  the  substance.  It  also  seemed  that  Mr. 
Brown  had  done  his  duty  by  informing  the  deceased  of  the 
danger  he  was  running.  It  was  for  the  jury  to  decide 
whether  there  was  any  blame  attaching  to  anyone. 

Alter  a  short  consultation  in  private  the  jury  unanimously 
returned  a  verdict  of  accidental  death,  and  expressed  their 
deep  sympathy  with  the  relatives  in  their  sudden  bereave- 
ment. 

Opposition  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

A  number  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  met  at  the  Yictoria 
Hotel  on  the  evening  of  December  17  to  consider  the  new 
Pharmacy  Bill.  Mr.  Walter  Gibbons,  who  had  suggested 
the  meeting,  occupied  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  received  eleven  letters,  only 
one  of  which  was  in  opposition  to  their  objects.  The  Bill, 
he  said,  seemed  to  be  an  agitation  got  up  by  a  few  chemists 
and  druggists  who  were  not  satisfied  with  their  present 
position,  and  he  remarked  that  since  it  had  been  introduced 
a  fortnight  ago  there  had  been  practically  no  correspondence 
in  support  of  it  from  chemists  and  druggists.  All  the  letters 
that  had  appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  were 
condemnatory,  and  upheld  the  principles  they  were  assembled 
that  night  to  advocate.  If  membership  was  to  be  given  to 
chemists  and  druggists,  some  compensatory  advantage  ought 
to  be  given  to  pharmaceutical  chemists.  One  of  his  corre- 
spondents said  it  would  not  be  an  inducement  in  future  for 
pharmaceutical  chemists  to  retain  their  membership.  He 
was  a  strong  educationalist,  and  he  held  that  if  they  removed 
the  incentive  to  pass  the  higher  examination,  they  would  remove 
an  incentive  to  study  from  those  who  were  not  really  studious. 
If  one  could  advertise  himself  as  a  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  deceive  the  public  as  to  his  qualifica- 
tions, he  would  practically  get  every  advantage  and  would 
not  trouble  about  the  Major  examination.  This,  of  course, 
■did  not  apply  to  those  who  would  study  for  study's  sake. 
Then  there  was  the  justice  of  the  matter.  What  did  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  undertake  when  they  asked  them  to 
pass  their  Major  examination  1  When  they  paid  their  fees 
they  nndertook  they  should  have  a  certain  advantage  by 
passing  it.  That  constituted  a  contract,  and  many  chemists 
were  induced  to  become  pharmacists  by  these  means.  Now 
they  proposed  to  cancel  that  contract.  The  question  for 
them  was  whether  they  would  consent. 

Mr.  Woodruff  said  if  Minor  men  were  to  be  allowed  to 
become  members,  it  was  only  fair  that  Major  men  should 
receive  some  distinction  by  the  title  of  "  Fellow,"  or  in  some 
other  manner.  The  medical  profession,  to  a  great  extent, 
recognised  that  the  title  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  always  gone  hand-in- 
hand.  No  doubt  membership  of  the  Society  would  be 
increased  by  the  new  scheme,  but  not,  he  thought,  to  any 


great  extent.  He  would  give  associates  power  to  vote,  but 
would  not  allow  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  consist  of 
chemists  and  druggists  only. 

Mr.  Serjeant  said  if  the  Bill  became  law  the  status  of  the 
Society  would  be  lowered  among  learned  societies.  The 
Council  were  ungrateful  to  pharmaceutical  chemists,  for  it 
was  they  who  had  defended  the  Council  in  the  past.  The 
Bill  seemed  to  him  of  a  virulent  socialistic  type,  and  they 
ought  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Handford  recognised  that  many  gentlemen  who  had  the 
welfare  of  pharmacy  at  heart  were  influenced  by  the  honest 
belief  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  Society  to  take  this 
step.  He  advocated  the  Fellowship  being  conferred  on  Major 
men. 

Mr.  C.  Turner,  F.C.S.,  thought  the  Bill  was  in  many 
respects  a  desirable  one,  and  he  had  supported  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  it.  But  at  that  time  he  had  not  read  the  Bill. 
He  certainly  thought  that,  as  at  present  worded,  it  was  un- 
just to  Major  men.  They  ought  to  have  a  further  title  if  the 
Minor  men  were  to  become  members.  There  ought  to  be 
men  on  the  Council  always  competent  from  their  own  know- 
ledge to  appoint  examiners,  just  as  every  chemist  should  be 
to  analyse  all  the  drugs  which  he  sold.  That  was  a  strong 
point  in  favour  of  the  Council  being  limited  with  regard  to 
Minor  men. 

Mr.  Botham,  Mr.  Overend,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Masken  and 
others  having  commented  on  the  Bill  to  the  same  effect,  the 
following  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously  : — 

That  this  meeting  having  read  the  drafted  Pharmacy  Bill  i.-; 
strongly  dissatisfied  with  the  terms  contained  in  clause  3, 
and  whilst  admitting  that  chemists  and  druggists  should 
be  granted  increased  privileges  in  connection  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  confer  upon  them  the  title  of 
M.P.S.  will  be  calculated  to  decrease  the  value  of  the 
Major  qualification,and  that  no  proposal  to  make  chemists 
and  druggists  members  can  be  accepted  unless  a  corre- 
sponding advantage  be  conceded  to  pharmaceutical 
chemists. 

It  is  hereby  resolved  that  unless  such  condition  be  inserted 
in  the  Bill,  this  meeting  will  use  all  legitimate  means 
to  prevent  the  same  becoming  law. 

Curious  Death  of  a  Druggist's  Assistant. 

At  Exeter  on  December  18  the  City  Coroner  (Mr.  Hooper) 
held  an  inquest  on  Edwin  Ferris,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  who  died  at  the 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  the  previous  day  from  blood- 
poisoning.  It  appeared  that  on  November  20  deceased  was 
"  knocking "  up  some  white  paper  previous  to  placing  it 
under  thp  guillotine  to  cut  it,  and  by  some  means  bruised  the 
nail  of  his  right  thumb.  He  afterwards  suffered  great  pain, 
and  after  being  treated  at  home  was,  on  December  6,  re- 
moved to  the  hospital,  where  he  died.  A  verdict  of  acci- 
dental death  was  returned. 

A  Chemist's  Unruly  Dog. 

John  Yincent  Webster,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  West 
Bromwich,  was  charged  at  the  Police  Court  there  on  Monday 
with  allowing  his  dog  to  be  at  large  without  a  muzzle.  It 
was  stated  that  the  dog  was  very  unruly,  and  this  was  the 
third  offence  that  had  been  committed  in  respect  of  it. 
Defendant  regretted  the  offence,  but  the  dog  did  not. 
(Laughter.)    A  fine  of  7s.,  including  costs,  was  imposed. 

Strange  Case  of  Opium-poisoning. 

Mr.  Wm.  Jacobs,  chemist  and  druggist,  40  High  Street, 
Guildford,  was  the  principal  witness  at  an  inquest  held  on 
December  16,  at  Stoke,  on  the  body  of  Robert  Freeman  (37), 
a  publican,  who  died  from  an  overdose  of  laudanum.  Mr. 
Jacobs  stated  that  he  had  made  up  the  medicine  for  the 
deceased.  It  was  an  ordinary  mixture,  rather  strong  of  opium, 
but  taken  in  ordinary  doses  would  not  do  harm.  He  had 
made  up  a  similar  mixture  for  other  people.  It  contained 
tincture  of  opium,  1  oz. ;  tincture  of  rhubarb,  \  oz. ;  essence 
of  peppermint,  h  oz. ;  spirit  of  camphor,  ^  oz.  ;  syrup  of  red 
poppies,  \  oz.  There  were  no  instructions  on  the  bottle,  and 
he  could  not  say  how  much  of  the  mixture  would  kill  a 
person.  The  ordinary  dose  was  two-thirds  of  a  teaspoonful. 
Double  that  dose  might  kill  an  ordinary  person.  When 
the  bottle  left  his  shop  it  was  labelled  "  Poison  "  at  the  bottom. 
He  told  the  deceased  that  he  had  got  a  large  dose  of  laudanum. 
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in  the  bottle,  and  he  replied  that  he  was  aware  of  it. 
Dr.  W.  G.  Niall,  who  attended  the  deceased,  was  of  the 
opinion  that  he  might  have  been  poisoned  by  16  gr.  of  opium. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure. 

Drug-contracts. 

Mr.  William  Day  has  been  appointed  chemist  and  druggist 
to  the  Hull  Workhouse  for  the  ensuing  quarter. 

Among  the  contracts  made  by  boards  of  guardians  are 
the  following  : — 

Midhurst,  Sussex  :  Mr.  F.  R.  Rump,  for  cod-liver  oil  at 
10s.  per  gal. ;  Messrs.  Pescod  &;  Gosden,  for  linseed  meal  at 
2d.  per  lb.,  arrowroot  at  Id.  per  lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Mills,  for 
carbolic  soap  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  •  nd  benzoline  at  Is.  6d.  per  gal. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  West  Bromwich  Board  of  Guardians 
on  Monday,  it  was  decided  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Butler, 
chemist  and  druggist,  to  advertise  for  tenders  for  drugs, 
which  hitherto  had  been  supplied  by  one  firm.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  only  those  tenders  sent  in  by  respectable 
firms  would  be  considered,  and  when  they  had  a  guarantee 
of  the  purity  of  the  drugs  supplied.  The  amount  expended 
on  drugs  was  estimated  at  58/.  per  half-year. 

Condensed  Milk  Condemned. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Walsall  on  December  18,  on  the  body 
of  Joshua  Newton,  aged  1  month,  the  medical  man  said  that 
condensed  milk  was  most  unsuitable  for  a  child  of  this  age. 
The  question  was  not  how  much  the  child  was  given,  but 
how  much  nourishment  it  got  out  of  it,  and  that  was  nothing. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  death  arose  from  exhaustion 
caused  by  unsuitable  food. 

Chemist  Sues  for  Dental-work. 

At  Folkestone  County  Court,  on  December  15,  before  Sir 
W.  L.  Selfe,  Mr  Charles  Griffith,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Canterbury,  sued  Mr.  T.  Spearpoint  for  71.  10s.  for  an  upper 
and  lower  set  of  artificial  teeth  for  Mrs.  Spearpoint,  and  11. 
for  four  teeth  supplied  to  his  daughter.  Mr.  Rook,  who 
appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  said  there  was  no  complaint  made 
about  the  teeth  until  ten  months  after  they  were  supplied, 
but  on  the  previous  day  a  counter-claim  for  damages  was 
sent  in.  Mr.  Haines,  for  the  defendant,  said  the  teeth  were 
altered  by  Mr.  Martin  Henry,  dentist,  Folkestone,  as  long 
ago  as  March  last.  Mr.  Fredk.  Griffith,  son  of  the  plaintiff, 
said  he  managed  the  branch  at  111  Sandgate  Road,  Folke- 
stone. Mrs.  Spearpoint  visited  him  on  December  15,  1896, 
and  he  then  extracted  eight  or  nine  of  her  lower  teeth,  and 
subsequently  made  an  upper  and  lower  set  of  artificial  teeth 
at  a  stated  price  of  11.  10s.  They  were  fitted  a  few  days 
before  Christmas.  Defendant's  wife  seemed  very  well  satis- 
fied with  the  teeth,  and  paid  11.  She  went  about  ten  days 
afterwards  to  have  them  eased,  and  gave  a  further  order  for 
four  teeth  for  her  daughter  at  5s.  per  tooth.  A  further  sum 
of  11.  was  paid  on  account,  but  no  further  payments  were 
made.  Mrs.  Spearpoint  was  called,  and  said  the  teeth  fitted 
so  badly  that  she  had  to  go  to  a  dentist.  Professional 
evidence  was  also  given.  His  Honour  said  the  plaintiff, 
being  unqualified,  could  not  recover.  In  any  case,  the 
evidence  showed  that  the  work  was  so  done  as  to  be  wholly 
useless,  and  plaintiff  could  not  recover  on  that  ground.  There 
would  be  judgment  for  defendant  with  costs. 

Strange  Conduct  of  a  Chemist. 

John  Bains,  chemist  and  druggist,  residing  at  64  Junction 
Road,  Miles  Platting,  while  under  the  influence  of  drink, 
took  a  loaded  revolver  in  his  pocket  to  the  Comedy  Theatre, 
Manchester,  on  Friday  evening  last,  and  threatened  to  shoot 
one  of  the  attendants.  He  was  ejected  from  the  building 
and  taken  into  custody.  The  revolver  was  loaded  with  ball- 
cartridge  in  three  chambers.  For  his  foolish  conduct  the 
City  Justices  the  next  morning  fined  him  21s.  and  costs,  or  a 
months'  imprisonment.    The  money  was  paid. 

Suicide  of  a  Dispenser. 

Dr  G.  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  at  St.  Pancras,  on 
December  20,  on  the  body  of  William  Willmott  (67),  a 
bachelor,  chief  dispenser  at  King's  College  Hospital,  who 
committed  suicide  by  taking  prussic  acid.  The  deceased,  it 
appeared,  had  been  the  chief  dispenser  at  King's  College 


Hospital  for  thirty  years,  and  latterly  he  was  in  a  very  de- 
pressed state,  fearing  his  dismissal  because  the  committee  of 
the  hospital  had  discovered  his  addiction  to  drugs.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  while  of  unsound  mind. 

[Some  years  ago  Mr.  Willmott  was  an  occasional  contri- 
butor to  this  and  other  pharmaceutical  journals. —Ed.] 

The  Petroleum-sources  of  the  British  Empire. 

On  December  21,  Col.  Vivian  Majendie  presided  at  at 
lecture  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  by  Mr.  Boverton  Redwood, 
F.R.S.,  whose  evidence  as  to  the  origin  of  the  great  City  fir» 
has  evoked  so  much  interest.  The  lecturer  traced  the  strides- 
made  by  the  petroleum  industry  during  the  past  twenty-fiva- 
years,  referred  to  the  ever-widening  application  of  the  products- 
obtained  from  the  raw  material,  and  predicted  that  ours- 
would  in  future  be  known  as  the  Age  of  Petroleum.  He 
pointed  out  the  localities  in  the  British  Empire  where- 
petroleum  is  already  worked,  or  where  there  are  indications 
of  its  occurrence  in  quantity.  These  included  Scotland,, 
where  large  quantities  of  mineral  oils,  and  solid  paraffin  have 
for  years  been  obtained  by  the  distillation  of  the  shales  of 
Midlothian ;  Burma  and  Assam,  British  North  Borneo, 
Canada,  Newfoundland,  New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,. 
Barbados  and  Trinidad,  and  South  Africa.  The  methods 
adopted  in  obtaining  the  crude  oil  and  converting  it  into  the- 
commercial  products  were  illustrated  by  means  of  photo- 
graphs. The  characteristic  features  of  the  oil-fields  of  India 
and  Canada,  and  of  those  portions  of  the  Empire  in  which 
promising  indications  of  the  existence  of  petroleum  have- 
already  been  met  with,  were  similarly  exhibited.  In  Ontario, 
there  is  a  flourishing  petroleum  industry  of  long  standing. 
The  production  of  crude  petroleum  in  that  district  amounts 
to  over  27,380,000  gallons  annually.  The  shale-deposits  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  the  drilling  operations  which  have 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  petroleum  of  high  quality  in  New- 
Zealand  were  mentioned. 


Local  newspapers  con'a'ntw  mxri"i  item*  of  nem  interestin§  to  the  trad* 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Foreign  Competition  in  Glass-bottle  Making. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Ringsend  Bottle  Company  has 
been  held  at  Dubli.i.  Regret  was  expressed  that  a  dividend 
could  not  be  declared.  The  cause  was  stated  to  be  due  to- 
the  enormous  quantity  of  foreign- made  bottles  imported,  and 
to  the  unsatisfactory  class  of  workmen  available. 

The  Excise  and  the  Sale  of  Hop-bitters. 

At  the  New  Pallas  Petty  Sessions,  a  man  named  Hourigan, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  hop-bitters  by  the  barrel 
and  bottling  and  retailing  it  through  the  country,  has  been- 
fined  51.  at  the  suit  of  the  iDland  Revenue,  on  the  ground' 
that  the  article  contained  4  10  per  cent,  proof  spirit. 

Perishable  Goods. 

At  Newry  Quarter  Sessions,  David  Rice,  mineral-water 
manufacturer,  was  sued  by  a  Glasgow  house  for  23/.  for  hop- 
bitters.  The  defendant  lodged  13/.  in  court  and  pleaded  that 
the  balance  was  for  goods  unfit  for  use.  Plaintiffs  said 
defendant  knew  that  hop-bitters  would  only  remain  good  in 
wood  for  three  weeks.  Defendant  denied  this,  and  asserted 
that  he  was  assured  by  the  plaintiffs  that  the  article  would 
keep  in  barrel  for  four  months.  Verdict  for  defendant,  with 
costs. 

Business  Change. 

Messrs.  Richard  Smith  &  Co.  (Limited),  druggists,  Limerick, 
have  removed  their  wholesale  business  from  William  Street 
to  more  extensive  premises  at  Sarsfield  Street  and  Honans- 
Quay. 
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A  Window-smasher. 

At  Armagh  Petty  Sessions  a  man  named  Young  has  been 
convicted  of  smashing  a  plate-glass  window,  value  51.  10s., 
in  Mr.  David  Ferris's  drug-establishment  in  that  city.  Four- 
teen days'  retirement  was  the  result. 

Personal. 

Dr.  J.  Travis  Hamilton,  managing  director  of  Hamilton, 
Long  &  Co.'s  State  Pharmacy,  Dublin,  who  died  at  Kings- 
town a  few  days  ago,  has  left  real  and  personal  estate  of  up- 
wards of  20.000J. 

Sir  Henry  Cochrane,  director  of  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  and 
mineral-water  manufacturer,  is  a  candidate  for  the  parlia- 
mentary representation  of  the  Stephen's  Green  Division, 
Dublin. 

An  Anti-chloroformist. 

The  Drogheda  Board  of  Guardians  have  held  ar.  inquiry 
as  to  why  anaesthetics  are  not  invariably  used  by  the  dis- 
pensary doctor  in  cases  requiring  their  use.  The  medical 
officer  said  the  administration  of  chloroform  was  exploded, 
and  he  was  opposed  to  its  use  except  when  it  was  absolutely 
necessary.  His  objection  to  the  drug  was  that  so  many 
patients  died  suddenly  while  under  its  influence. 

A  Coffin  or  Pills. 

Dr.  O'Connell,  dispensary  officer  at  Castlemartyr,  writes 
to  the  Midleton  Guardians  pointing  out  that  pills  ordered  by 
him  a  week  previously  for  a  dispensary  patient  had  reached 
him  that  morning.  This  showed  how  absurd  was  the  order 
of  the  L.G.B.,  and  how  unwise  it  was  to  give  the  drug-con- 
tract to  a  Belfast  firm.  In  an  urgent  case  it  would  be  better 
to  order  a  coffin  than  pills.  The  L.G.B.  do  not  seem  to  care 
for  such  chaff,  as  they  have  sent  a  letter  calling  for  Dr. 
O'Connell's  explanation  of  his  language,  who  at  their  last 
meeting  stated  that  the  contract  had  been  given  to  the 
Belfast  firm  as  the  tender  was  the  cheapest,  and,  so  far  as 
they  knew,  the  supply  of  drugs  was  satisfactory.  They  sent 
a  copy  of  the  Local  Government  Board's  letter  to  Dr. 
O'Connell,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  no  doctor  should 
allow  his  dispensary  to  run  short  of  the  necessary  medicines. 

The  L.G.B.  in  Earnest. 

The  Local  Government  Board  continues  to  keep  a  sharp 
look-out  for  unofficial  drugs  prescribed  by  workhouse  medical 
officers.  They  have  called  on  the  dispensary  doctor  at 
Clonaslee  for  his  reasons  for  going  outside  the  authorised 
list  in  a  requisition  sent  in  by  him.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Mountmellick  Guardians  said  it  was  most  extraordinary  that 
the  doctor's  hands  were  to  be  tied  in  this  way.  The  patient 
might  be  dead  before  the  medicine  was  sanctioned.  It 
showed  the  very  little  regard  entertained  by  the  L.G.B.  for 
the  sick  poor  when  a  medical  man  was  not  at  liberty  to  have 
proper  medicines  to  cure  his  patients. 

Foresight. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Kilkeel  dispensary,  having  noted  that 
the  amount  paid  for  medicines  in  their  district  is  on  the 
increase,  and  is  much  higher  than  that  paid  by  their 
neighbours,  they  have  written  to  the  L.G.B.  asking  for  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  cause. 

Dublin  Pharmacist  and  Nostrums. 

The  following  letter  appears  in  the  Medical  Press  and 
Circular  of  this  week  : 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  remarks  in  last  issue  of  the  Medical 
Press  and  Circular,  re  sale  of  quack  medicines  by  chemists  in 
their  medical  establishments,  will  you  permit  us  (the  undersigned) 
to  state  that  we  neither  deal  in  nor  encourage  the  sale  of  the 
quack  productions  of  "  Munyon  "  or  "  Sequah,"  and  it  is  our 
earnest  desire  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  practice  of  pure  phar- 
macy. Yours  truly, 

J.  J.  Graham  &  Co.,  50  Westmoreland  Street. 
W.  F.  Wells,  Ph.C,  20  Upper  Baggot  Street. 
J.  J.  Bernard,  M.P.S.,  Prince's  Medical  Hall, 

26  Clare  Street. 
B.  J.  Downes  (Brooks  &  Co.),  136  Lower  Baggot 
Street. 

Jackson  &  Co.,  126  Stephen's  Green. 
Anderson  &  Adams,  68  Grafton  Street. 
December  18,  1897. 
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Scotland  and  the  Medicine-stamp. 
A  paper  by  Mr.  William  Cummings,  of  Dundee,  advocating 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  get  Scotland  exempted  from 
the  medicine-stamp  duty,  was  prepared  for  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Forfarshire  Association,  but  was  crowded  out.  Mr. 
Cummings  maintained  tbat  even  with  the  help  of  Alpe"» 
"  Handy-book  "  the  statutes  are  difficult  to  understand,  and  that 
this  reflects  no  discredit  on  chemists  is  shown  by  the  circum- 
stance that  the  same  labe  s  are  officially  marked  liable  and 
not  liable.  What  was  wanted,  was  liberty  to  say  on  the  label 
the  uses  of  such  medicines  as  sal  volatile,  ammoniated 
quinine,  &c.  If  chemists  had  more  liberty  in  that  direction 
there  would  be  less  scope  for  nostrums  which  they  handle 
to-day  with  but  little  pleasure  or  profit.  The  author  com- 
mended the  motion  of  Dr.  Symes  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  recently,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  requirement  on  all 
persons  other  than  chemists  or  apothecaries  to  stamp  all 
compound  medicines.  He  (the  author)  did  not  share  the 
dread  of  Mr.  Carteighe  lest  the  step  taken  might  make 
matters  worse.  He  quoted  from  The  Chemist  and  Deuc;- 
GIST  of  July  18, 1896,  a  statement  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  was 
at  one  time  prepared  to  discuss  with  any  representative  body 
of  chemists  as  to  the  amount  of  information  which  might  be 
given  on  labels,  but  that  the  Council  had  not  seen  their 
way  to  negotiate,  to  show  that  the  Inland  Revenue  authori- 
ties recognise  the  grievance.  The  case  of  Ireland  being 
exempt  was  quoted,  and  he  had  not  heard  that  Ireland  suffers 
from  the  evils  anticipated  by  timorous  chemists.  He  thought 
Scotland  was  entitled  to  be  put  on  an  equality  with  Ireland 
in  that  respect. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Glamorganshire  Drugs. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Seyler,  county  analyst,  reports  that  during  the^ 
past  quarter  he  had  analysed  247  samples  of  food  and  drugs. 
Among  the  latter  he  refers  particularly  to  a  sample  of 
tincture  of  belladonna  which  yielded  1  28  solids  and  0  9405 
sp.  gr.  Enough  of  the  tincture  was  not  received  for  the 
estimation  of  the  alkaloids,  but  a  sample  so  deficient  in 
alcohol  could  hardly  be  called  genuine.  A  sample  of  tinc- 
ture of  nux  vomica  yielded — solids,  108;  alkaloids,  019; 
sp.gr.,  0  8964.  This  tincture  was  deficient  in  alkaloidal 
strength  to  an  extent  which  ought  not  to  occur  in  a  stan- 
dardised article.  Two  samples  of  compound  tincture  of 
benzoin  were  examined,  one  of  which  yielded  only  9  63  of 
solids.  He  considered  that  15  was  the  minimum.  Of  six 
samples  of  sal  volatile  which  he  examined,  the  first  was 
considerably  (40  per  cent.)  deficient  in  ammonium  carbonate, 
four  were  good  preparations,  while  the  other  sample  was 
considerably  over  the  required  strength.  Four  samples  of 
jalap  were  examined.  This  is  required  by  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  to  contain  at  least  10  per  cent,  of  res 
which  not  more  than  10  per  cent,  is  to  be  soluble  in  ether 
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Two  samples  contained,  respectively,  108  and  1046  per 
cent,  of  resin,  but  in  these  considerably  more  than  10  per 
cent,  of  this  was  soluble  in  ether.  The  remaining  two 
samples  contained  8  6  and  6  96  per  cent,  of  resin,  and  thus 
fell  somewhat  below  t^e  Pharmacopoeia  standard,  the  per- 
centage of  ether-soluble  resin  being,  however,  correct. 
Mr.  Seyler  added  that  of  twenty-five  samples  of  butter  which 
he  examined,  fourteen  contained  boric  acid.  As  to  the 
amount  of  boric  acid  permissible  in  butter,  he  thought  it 
might  "  be  accepted  as  an  axiom  that  butter  should  not 
contain  such  a  quantity  that  a  person  may  take  in  one  meal 
a  quantity  approaching  to  the  minimum  medicinal  dose,  and 
this  dose  must  be  calculated,  not  for  adults,  but  for  children, 
who  are  large  consumers  of  butter.  The  minimum  dose  of 
boric  acid  is  given  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  5  gr.  for 
an  adult.  For  a  child,  say  6  years  old,  the  dose  would  be 
less,  and  adopting  the  rule  that  for  a  child  under  12  the 
proportional  dose  is  given  by  dividing  the  age  by  the  age 
plus  12,  we  arrive  at  1^  gr.  as  a  minimum  dose  for  a  child  of 
this  age.  Assuming  that  as  much  as  1  oz.  of  butter  may  be 
consumed  in  a  single  meal,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
l'|  gr.  per  ounce,  or  26f  gr.  per  pound,  or  0  38  per  cent., 
would  give  a  medicinal  dose  per  meal.  It  seems  that  on 
this  basis  a  little  over  0  3  per  cent,  of  boric  acid  would  give 
a  medicinal  dose  of  the  drug  with  each  meal  for  a  child, 
while  if  butter  contains  a  little  over  1  per  cent.,  it  will 
•contain  a  medicinal  dose  for  an  adult/'  He  was  therefore 
of  opinion  that  anything  over  0  5  per  cent,  is  strongly  to  be 
condemned.  The  experiments  of  Forster  have  shown  that 
as  little  as  5  gr.  per  diem  of  boric  acid  upon  adults  has 
distinctly  the  effect  of  increasing  the  percentage  of  food 
undigested  and  left  in  the  freces ;  that  tb is  effect  lasts  for 
some  time  after  the  dose  is  discontinued,  and  must  therefore 
lie  cumulative ;  and  that  the  effect  is  proportional  to  the 
dose. 


f  rencb  Wlevos. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


A  Cab-hoese  in  A  Phaemacy.— Last  Monday  a  cabman 
•was  enjoying  his  lunch  near  the  Rue  Clignancourt,  Paris, 
when  suddenly  his  horse  bolted  up  the  street  and  jumped 
through  the  plate-glass  window  of  MM.  Blacque  &  De- 
queant's  pharmacy.  The  cab  stuck  in  the  window  and 
acted  as  a  brake,  while  the  frightened  animal  plunged  madly 
among  the  glassware  and  earthenware,  doing  damage  to 
the  amount  of  5,C00f.  (2,001.).'  Unfortunately,  too,  M.  De- 
queant  and  one  of  his  assistants  were  rather  severely  injured 
by  the  broken  glass.    So  was  the  horse. 

Oxly  Half  a  Pbiyilege. — In  France  the  pharmacist  is 
a  privileged  creditor  for  any  medicines  supplied  at  his  last 
illness  to  a  patient  who  dies  insolvent.  M.  Lhopitalier,  of 
Tours,  had  a  claim  against  the  next-of-kin  of  a  patient  who 
died  under  such  circumstances,  and  not  getting  a  settlement, 
he  sought  the  assistance  of  the  law-courts.  The  case,  after 
dragging  on  for  about  two  years,  reached  the  Court  of  Cas- 
sation. The  Judges  there  decided  that  the  privilege  is  only 
applicable  to  medicaments  supplied  to  the  patient  himself, 
and  as  M.  Lhopitalier  could  not  prove  that  this  was  the 
case  (the  defence  showing  that  other  members  of  the  family 
had  also  been  supplied)  the  pharmacist  was  non-suited. 

The  Speciality  Question. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  French  pharmacists  M.  Crinon  gave  the 
result  of  the  circulars  addressed  by  the  Association  to  the 
pharmacists  throughout  France  inviting  them  to  join  in  the 
proposed  arrangement  with  the  Syndical  Chamber  of  Patent- 
medicine  Makers  with  a  view  to  curtail  cutting.  The 
latter  body  have  stipulated  that  the  Association  must  have 
the  support  of  at  least  5,000  French  pharmacists  before  they 
will  discuss  terms.  So  far  only  3,500  adhesions  have  been 
received.  M.  Crinon  mentioned  that  in  certain  depart- 
ments pharmacists  are  almost  unanimous  against  cutting,  in 
•others  the  anti-cutters  are  in  a  majority;  but  certain  districts 
are  very  lukewarm,  and  from  some  no  support  has  been 
received  at  all.  It  was  finally  decided  to  send  a  special  cir- 
cular to  pharmacists  in  districts  from  which  the  least  sup- 
port has  been  received. 

A  Case  of  Libel  of  an  unusual  kind  was  heard  recently 
at  Narbonne.    The  plaintiff  was  a  pharmacist,   and  the 


defendant  a  doctor.  The  latter  was  standing  by  the  death 
bed  of  a  patient  with  a  number  of  other  persons,  and,  taking 
a  bottle  of  medicine  in  his  hand,  said,  "  This  potion  ought 
to  have  cured  the  patient,  but  it  has  not  had  the  result 
expected.  The  pharmacist  has  added  something  ;  I  will  take 
the  bottle  and  have  it  analysed."  Evidence  was  given  to 
prove  that,  the  doors  of  the  house  being  open,  this  speech  of 
the  doctor  was  heard  by  persons  in  the  street.  The  Judge 
said  that  the  statement  was  calculated  to  harm  the  plaintiff, 
but  that  as  the  room  of  a  dying  person  cannot  be  considered 
a  public  place,  however,  many  persons  may  be  in  it,  it  could 
not  be  considered  as  libellous.  Judgment  for  the  defendant, 
with  costs.  The  Court  would  not  accept  the  evidence  that 
the  doctor's  statement  could  be  heard  in  the  street. 

Paeis  Society  of  Phaemacy. — At  the  meeting  of  this 
Society  for  the  current  month  M.  Leidie  was  elected  vice- 
presideDt,  and  M.  Bocquillon  secretary  for  1898.  The 
President  complimented  M.  Bourquelot  on  his  recent  election 
as  a  member  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine.  It  was 
announced  that  the  work  of  revising  the  Codex  has  been 
divided  amongst  the  members  of  the  Society  in  thirteen  sub- 
committees, each  of  from  three  to  five  members.  There 
will  be  altogether  fifty-two  members  of  the  Society  of 
Pharmacy  engaged  on  this  work,  and  they  will  have  about 
eighty-six  substances  under  consideration.  The  work  appears 
to  have  been  very  judiciously  divided,  and  the  committees 
include  the  flower  of  French  pharmacy.  Amongst  the  scien- 
tific portion  of  the  agenda  was  a  paper  by  M.  Grimberton"  A 
New  Ferment  of  Tartrates."  In  connection  with  M.  Ficquet,  he 
has  succeeded  in  isolating  and  cultivating  in  a  pure  state  a 
new  ferment  to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of  "bacillus 
tartricus."  It  is  described  as  an  active  amserobe,  which  trans- 
forms tartrates  of  lime  and  ammonia  into  acetic  and  succinic 
acid,  with  traces  of  carbonic  acid  and  hydrogen.  Its  morpho- 
logical and  biological  properties  show  a  distinct  difference 
from  the  ferments  formerly  studied  by  Pasteur,  A.  Gautier, 
&c.  The  veteran  M.  Julliard  then  said  a  few  words  about 
lemonade  made  with  citrate  of  magnesia,  and  recommended 
that  the  preparation  should  be  sterilised  in  order  to  ensure 
its  keeping  well.  M.  Bourquelot  also  read  a  paper,  in  the 
name  of  M.  Herissey,  on  "  The  Rotatory- power  of  Hydro- 
chlorate  of  Cocaine,"  in  which  the  author  compared  his 
researches  with  those  published  by  Antrick  in  1887. 

The  Late  Alphonse  Daudet's  Phaemaciens. — Pharma- 
cists everywhere  are  acquainted  with  the  late  Alphonse 
Daudet's  three  popular  books  describing  the  adventures  of 
Tartarinof  Tarascon,  in  which  he  makes  good-humoured  fun  at 
the  expense  of  French  provincial  pharmacy.  Daudet's  typical 
pharmacien  is  Bczuquet,  who  owns  a  shop  at  Tarascon,  and 
is  a  friend  of  the  immortal  "  Tartarin."  Another  prominent 
character  is  Tartarin's  assistant,  Pascalon.  In  the  last  book 
of  the  series  the  two  pharmacists  emigrate  with  a  number  of 
their  townspeople  to  a  savage  island  in  the  Pacific,  where 
Tartarin  hopes  to  found  a  model  Republic.  He  does  not 
succeed,  and  they  all  come  back,  the  pharmacien  Bezuquet 
having  been  tatooed  black  and  yellow  by  the  natives. 
Daudet's  finest  hit  at  provincial  pharmacy  is  perhaps  that  in 
which  he  describes  how  Bezuquet  every  evening  on  leaving 
the  officine  for  his  club  thus  addresses  his  assistant: 
"  Courage,  my  son  !  Into  thy  hands  I  confide  the  pharmacy. 
Should  anyone  ask  thee  for  arsenic,  supply  it  not ;  neither 
opium  or  rhubarb  ;  supply  not  anything.  If  I  am  not  back 
by  10  o'clock  close  thou  the  shop  and  get  thee  to  bed."  The 
assistant  Pascalon  falls  in  love,  springs  a  talent  for  poetry, 
and  writes  verses,  commencing  with  a  poem  called  "  The 
Lozenges."  These  short  extracts  convey  but  a  very  imperfect 
idea  of  the  late  novelist's  skill  in  treating  his  subject. 
Altogether  I  know  of  no  author  who  has  treated  the  phar- 
macist in  literature  with  so  much  talent  as  Daudet.  It  is 
true  that  he  looked  chiefly  upon  the  funny  side  of  the  pro 
fession  (and  who  will  deny  that  he  had  a  tempting  bait  ?), 
but  one  feels  grateful  to  him  for  having  depicted  Bezuquet 
and  his  assistant  as  unselfish  and  almost  lovable  men. 


Mixed  Spieit  of  Vixegall  is  an  item  which  some  Irish 
Guardians  have  discussed.  We  make  it  out  to  be  mist,  spt- 
vini  gallici. 

Salicylic  Acid  is  present  to  the  extent  of  42'3  per  cent, 
in  salipyrin  ;  53  8  per  cent,  in  salophen ;  64-5  per  cent,  in 
salol ;  and  711  per  cent,  in  salacetol. 
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Fire. — The  premises  of  Dr.  L.  Stollreither,  who  kept  a 
large  dispensary  at  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.,  were  completely 
destroyed  by  fire  early  on  the  morning  of  December  16. 

The  Customs  analytical  laboratory  at  Rio  has  condemned 
two  consignments  of  American  butter  for  having  boric  acid 
in  them.  One  was  entitled  "  Creme  des  prairies,"  and  the 
other  "  Pure  Yellow  Goshen  Butter." 

Opium,  Bhang,  and  Ganga  in  Ceylon.— An  order  has 
been  published  by  the  Ceylon  Government  increasing  the 
duty  on  opium  imported  into  the  island  to '  2  OOr.  per  lb. 
The  importation  of  bhang  and  ganga  is  prohibited  alto- 
:  gether,  and  the  penalty  for  the  possession  or  sale  of  these 
]  articles  is,  on  the  first  conviction,  a  fine  of  50r.  or  three 
:  months'  imprisonment,  or  both,  and  on  every  subsequent 
conviction  a  fine  of  lOOr.  or  imprisonment,  simple  or  rigorous, 
not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both.    The  sale  of  opium  to 
persons  apparently  under  the  age  of  15  years  is  prohibited, 
and  the  Court  may  award  to  the  informer  a  share  of  the  fine 
:  imposed. 

Canadian  Pharmacists  and  the  Spirit-laws  — A 
large  number  of  petitions  have  been  received  at  the  Legis- 
lature in  Toronto  from  the  pharmacists  of  the  province, 
praying  that  the  regulations^?  ssed  last  Session  providing  that 
druggists  should  thereafter  sell  alcoholic  beverages  only  in 
quantities  of  not  more  than  6  oz.,  each  sale  to  be  accom- 
panied by  a  doctor's  prescrip'ion,  be  so  amended  and  re- 
pelled as  to  remove  the  injustice  which  it  inflicts  upon  the 
chemists  and  druggists  of  the  province   and  upon  their 

■  customers.  Many  druggists  throughout  the  province  bave 
'  alre-idy  been  convicted  and  fined  for  infractions  of  these 

regulations. 

Pharmacists  in  Argentina.  —  The  question  whether 
'  chemists  in  business  should  be  regarded  as  merchants  or  as 
;  professional  men  has  long  agitated  the  trading  community 
j  of  Argentina,  without  being  settled.  But  it  has  now  been 
|  brought  an  appreciable  step  nearer  solution,  because  Judge 
!  Figueroa,  of  the  Commercial  Court  of  Buenos  Ayres,  has 
;  ordered  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Krauss,  a  German  pharmacist  in 
i  that  City  who  has  failed,  to  bs  brought  before  him  for  trial, 
although  the  Civil  Court  had  already  undertaken  it.  Dr. 
.  Figueroa  bases  his  decision  on  the  fact  that  Mr.  Krauss  not 

■  only  filled  prescriptions,  but  also  bought  and  sold  perfumery, 
that,  consequently,  he  is  a  merchant  and  must  be  judged  by 
the  Commercial  not  the  Civil  Court. 

The  Charas-trade  between  India  and  China. — 
!  The  demand  for  goods  from  India  in  the  Chinese-Turkistan 
markets  is  said  to  be  falling  off.    Merchants  complain  of  the 
lowness  of  prices.    The  taxation  of  hemp  (charas)  in  India 

■  seems,  to  some  extent,  to  have  been  the  cause  of  this.  Most 
traders,  especially  among  the  Hindoos,  take  that  drug  from 

•  native  dealers  in  Chinese-Turkistan  in  exchange  for 
Indian  goods.  In  consequence  of  the  present  insta- 
bility of  the  charas  market,  the  Indians  have 
generally  preferred  payment  in  specie  to  bartering  in 
kind,  a  mode  which  is  neither  profitable  to  them  nor  con- 
venient to  dealers.  The  part  which  charas  plays  in  Central 
Asian  trade  is  very  important.  Profits  on  goods  from  India 
may  be  said  to  be  yearly  decreasing,  even  on  those  solely 
supplied  from  India  not  excepted.    Merchants,  therefore, 

j  count  on  the  exportation  of  charas  to  make  their  entire 
venture  remunerative.    Once  they  lose  this  hope  they  will 

;  cease  to  import  to  the  same  large  extent  as  they  have 

;  hitherto  done. 

,  Murder  of  a  Chemist's  Son. — Claremont,  a  suburb  of 
i  Cape  Town,  has  been  much  excited  by  an  attempt  to  "  hold 
;  up"  a  branch  of  the  Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa  by  an 

Australian,  named  Smith,  which  resulted  in  his  suicide,  and 
i  the  death  of  a  young  clerk,  aged  15,  son  of  Mr.  A. 
j  Fraustaedter,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kondebosch.  Smith,  it 
I  appears,  entered  the  bank  on  the  afternoon  of  November  26, 
j  assumed  a  black  mask,  and  proceeded  to  hold  up  the 
|  manager  (Mr.  Westcott)  and  Fraustaedter.     The  latter 

grappled  with  the  robber,  who  through  sheer  strength  felled 

the  lad  to  the  ground,  breaking  his  neck  in  the  effort.  Mr. 

Westcott,  who  had  a  revolver  handy,  fired  at  the  intruder, 


but  the  bullet  hit  a  button  and  glanced  off.  Smith  then 
fired  at  Fraustaedter  as  he  lay  on  the  ground,  and  shot  him 
through  the  heart.  Mr.  Westcott  thereupon  tackled  the 
miscreant,  who,  being  a  powerful  man,  almost  beat  him  to- 
death  with  the  butt-end  of  the  revolver  on  the  head.  The 
two  were  struggling  when  the  police  burst  open  the  door, 
and  Smith,  seeing  the  game  was  up,  turned  the  revolvor 
upon  himself,  putting  a  fatal  bullet  into  his  head. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  are 
inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Me.  John  Walker,  from  Scarborough,  has  purchased  the- 
business  at  2  Market  Street,  Cleckheaton. 

Mr.  Knaggs,  chemist  and  druggist,  Capel  Street,  Dublin  t 
has  removed  to  larger  premises  at  145  Thomas  Street. 

Me.  David  Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  com- 
menced business  at  21  Broadway  Parade,  Crouch  End,  N. 

"  Boots,  Cash  Chemists,"  opened  a  new  branch  in 
Guernsey  last  week,  in  Smith  Street,  facing  the  Post  Office. 

Me.  W.  H.  Marsh,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  37  Upper  Brook 
Street,  Ipswich,  has  given  up  his  business  prior  to  leaving 
England. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Peacock-Dyson,  of  Barnsley.  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Skirrow,  53  Lee  Lane,  Horwich, 
Lancashire. 

Messrs.  Walker  &  Harris,  cash  chemists,  of  London 
and  Sun  Streets,  Canterbury,  have  opened  a  branch  at  Bank 
Street,  Ashford. 

The  Guernsey  Royal  Court  on  Saturday  last  granted  Mr. 
George  King  leave  to  practise  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  his 
diplomas  and  certificates  being  in  order. 

Me.  J.  Spearing,  55  Above  Bar,  Southampton,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  H. 
Jewell,  who  for  three  years  was  his  head  assistant. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Roberts,  formerly  assistant  to  Mr.  John  Slater, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Castle  Street,  Beaumaris,  Anglesea, 
has  purchased  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  that  gentle- 
man. 

The  business  at  Wells,  Somerset,  bought  by  Mr.  A.  G. 
Green,  late  of  Rhosymedre,  was  one  previously  conducted  by 
Messrs.  Hickman  &  Son.  The  name  of  the  vendors  was  in- 
correctly spelt  in  our  previous  notice. 

MR.  V.  E.  Newbould,  cf  Borough  Bridge,  has  purchased 
the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Moffat,  at 
Carlisle  Road,  Manningham,  Bradford.  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co. 
effected  the  sale. 

Me.  Ph.  D.  Le  Beocq,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
from  29  Queen  Street  to  11  Bath  Street,  St.  Helier,  Jersey, 
his  Queen  Street,  shop  having  been  acquired  by  Mr.  Jesse 
Boot  for  an  extension  of  his  stationery  department. 

The  Secretary  of  the  British  Chemical  Company  (Limited), 
of  Glasgow,  informs  us  that  the  sole  agency  for  England  of 
the  Company's  iodine-products  has  been  transferred  to  Mr. 
Alexander  S.  Pickering,  of  Dunster  House,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C. 

Messrs.  Taylor  &  Cuthbeet,  chemists  and  druggists, 
19  High  Street,  Bedford,  announce  that  in  future  the  busi- 
ness will  be  carried  on  at  more  convenient  premises  at  69a 
High  Street,  Bedford,  under  the  style  of  Messrs.  Taylor  fc 
Brawn. 

Mr.  F.  Guttridge,  Ashford,  says  the  statement  we  pub- 
lished respecting  the  association    of    himself    and  Mr. 
!  Brothers  under  the  style  of  Brothers  and  Guttridge  is  not 
correct.    Mr.  Guttridge  writes  on  a  memo.-form  headed 
Brothers  &;  Guttridge. 

Solubility  of  Codeine  and  its  Salts.— Codeine  itself 
is  soluble  1  in  5  64  of  boiling  water  and  1  in  118  of  water 
at  60°  F.  The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  salts:— 
Phosphate,  1  in  6  7  boiling,  1  in  3  2  cold  ;  hydrochloride,  1  in 
9  6  boiling,  1  in  25  8  cold;  sulphate,  1  in  11  5  boiling,  1  in 
■'  33  3  cold. 
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Gbe  TKlUiiter  Session, 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

Theee  was  a  small  attendance  on  Thursday  when  Professor 
T5swar  took  the  chair.  Two  meetings  of  the  Society  on  suc- 
ceeding evenings  had  proved  too  many  for  most  of  the 
Fellows.  The  proceedings  began  by  the  announcement  of 
the  following  proposed  foreign  members  who  will  be  balloted 
for  at  the  next  meeting,  January  20,  1893: — Professor  Rem- 
sen,  Baltimore,  U.S.A.:  Professor  Troost,  Paris;  Professor 
Moissan,  Paris ;  Professor  Raoult,  Grenoble ;  Professor 
Ostwald,  Leipzig;  Professor  Curtius,  Bonn;  Professor  Men- 
sutkin,  St.  Petersburg  ;  Professor  Markownikow,  St.  Peters- 
burg ;  Professor  Airhenius,  Stockholm ;  Professor  Waage, 
£'hristiania  ;  Professor  Franchimont,  Leyden  ;  Professor  van 
der  Waals,  Amsterdam ;  Professor  Spring,  Liege  ;  Professor 
K('irner,  Milan. 

The  physical  chemists  cheered  heartily  as  each  new  name 
was  read  out,  for  the  great  majority  of  these  represent  the 
development  of  mathematics  in  the  science.  The  first  two 
papers  were  on  the 

Stereochemistry  of  Unsaturated  Compounds. 
Part  I. :  Esterification  of  Substituted  Acrylic 
Acids, 

by  John  J.  Sudborough  and  Lorenzo  L.  Lloyd,  and  the 

Formation  and  Hydrolysis  of  Esters, 

.by  John  J.  Sudborough,  Ph.D.,  D.Sc,  and  Martin  E.  Feil- 
mann,  B.Sc. 

The  papers  described  a  method  of  distinguishing  between 
the  cis-  and  trans-  types  of  unsaturated  acids  of  the  formula 
H(Y)C  :  C(X)COOH,  trans-acids  being  esterified  with  diffi- 
culty, while  cis-acids  esterify  with  ease.  The  general  sub- 
ject was  then  discussed,  and  the  influence  of  substituting 
groups  in  the  fatty  series  considered. 

There  was  a  little  discussion  on  the  paper,  but  of  no  great 
interest,  and  the  President  called  for  the  next, 

A  New  Method  of  Determining  Freezing;- points  in 
Very  Dilute  Solution. 

By  Meyer  Wilderman,  Ph.D. 

Dr.  Wilderman  criticised  the  methods  used  in  deter- 
mining the  freezing-points  of  liquids.  He  put  on  the  board 
the  equations  representing  the  necessary  conditions, 
and  showed  how  a  near  approximation  (  00002  of  a  degree) 
■can  be  obtained  to  th?  absolute  temperature  of  the  liquid 
when  solidifying.  Mr.  Pickering  made  some  remarks 
which  might  be  considered  severe,  and  Dr.  Shields  spoke  of 
the  value  of  fresh  contributions  to  the  subject.  Dr.  Wilder- 
man,  in  reply,  said  that  to  show  the  value  of  his  method  he 
•would  calculate  the  error  of  one  of  the  most  accurate  of 
recent  determinations — not  Mr.  Pickering's — (here  thpre  was 
a  general  smile) — and  show  it  to  be  160  times  as  great  as 
liis  own. 

The  last  paper  on  the  list  was 

A  Possible  Basis  of  Generalisation  of  Isomeric 
Changes  in  Organic  Compounds. 
By  Arthur  Lapworth,  D.Sc. 

The  author  thinks  that  many  isomeric  changes,  hitherto 
regarded  as  belonging  to  different  types,  may  be  formulated 
as  special  cases  of  a  general  form,  which  may  be  expressed 
by  the  reversible  equation  R^M-R^:  Ry  ~^  R.a:  R^-R^M,  repre- 
senting a  labile  group  moving  from  an  a-atom  to  a  7-atom, 
the  necessary  rearrangement  of  single  and  double  bindings  tak- 
ing place  between  the  three  atoms  R„.  R^.and  Rr  Nitrophenol, 
•ortho-hydroxyazobenzene,  the  sulphonic  derivative  of  aniline 
and  of  /3-naphthol,  and  the  changes  of  methylaniline  into  para- 
toluidine  and  of  hydrazobenzene  icto  benzidine,  all  exhibit 
changes  in  complete  accordance  with  these  views.  Some 
apparent  exceptions  to  the  foregoing  principle  were  dealt 
-with,  and  it  was  shown  that  the  production  of  pinacolines 
fiom  pinacones,  acetanilide  from  acetophenone-oxime, 
benzilic  acid  from  benzil,  could  be  explained  on  suppositions 
which,  for  the  most  part,  the  author  has  not  been  the  first  to 
make,  and  which  involve  the  intermediate  production  of  ring- 
•compounds. 


The  discussion  was  rather  warm,  Professor  Collie  and 
Professor  Kipping  speaking  in  favour  of  the  paper — the  oce 
warmly,  the  other  generally ;  while  Dr.  Wynne  criticised  it 
rather  severely.  The  meeting  was  not  closed  till  half -past 
ten,  and  there  was  a  general  feeling  that  the  meeting  was 
one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  year. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  section  held  at  Derby  on 
Wednesday,  December  15,  Mr.  G.  J.  Ward  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
F.  J.  R.  Carulla  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Recovery  of  Sulphur 
from  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen,"  in  which,  taking  advantage 
of  the  old  reaction  2H2S  +  SO„  =  2H.,0  +  3S,  and  by  modifica- 
tion of  the  Claus  method,  he  obtains  50  per  cent,  more 
sulphur  than  is  possible  by  the  Claus  process. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Caven  read  a  paper  by  himself  and  Mr.  Alfred 
Hill  on  "  The  Estimation  of  Cuprous  Oxide  by  means  of 
Standard  Potassium-permanganate  Solution,"  by  means  of 
which  the  analysis  of  sugars  may  be  considerably  shortened. 
The  process  is  based  on  the  circumstance  that  a  mixture  of 
sulphuric  acid  and  potassium-permanganate  will  dissolve 
cuprous  oxide  without  the  separation  of  metallic  copper,  a 
possibility  first  suggested  by  Dr.  Clowes.  After  solution  of 
the  cuprous  oxide  and  its  conversion  into  cupric  sulphate  the 
excess  of  permanganate  used  is  titrated  by  means  of  oxalic 
acid  at  a  temperature  of  45°  to  50°  C. 

Mr.  Adams  described  a  method  of  preparing  asbestos 
filters  which  might  advantageously  replace  the  paper  filters 
employed  by  Mr.  Caven  in  one  part  of  his  process.  Long 
fibre  asbestos  was  taken  and  cut  up  by  means  of  a  pair  of 
scissors  into  bits  of  about  £  inch  long.  These  were  then  put 
into  the  usual  crucible,  which  was  attached  to  the  funnel  by 
a  piece  of  I.R.  tube,  so  as  to  make  the  joint  air-tight,  and 
it  made  an  excellent  filter. 


DERBY  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Derby,  on  December  15,  when  some  twenty-two 
chemists  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  were  enrolled  as 
members.  The  Association  has  been  formed  for  the  pro- 
motion of  social  intercourse  between  chemists  in  the  town, 
for  trade  protection,  and  for  the  better  education  of  assistants 
and  apprentices.  The  following  officers  and  committee 
were  elected: — President,  Mr.  John  A.  Cope;  Vice-President, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Southern  (Belper)  ;  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  G.  W.  Dawson ;  committee,  Messrs.  W.  Heath,  F.  P. 
Pembleton,  C.  Hefford,  and  J.  C.  Warrington.  The  annual 
general  meeting  was  fixed  for  the  first  week  in  October,  and 
other  meetings  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  committee  may 
appoint.  An  endeavour  will  be  made  to  arrange  for  courses 
of  lectures,  at  the  Derby  Science  College  next  winter,  in 
chemistry,  physics,  materia  medica,  and  botany. 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

A  smoking-CONCERT  was  held  on  December  17  at  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Hotel,  with  Mr.  Alderman  Deck  in  the  chair. 
After  songs  and  a  comedietta,  Mr.  Solchery  exhibited  the 
phonograph. 


WHEN  IS  A  BALL  NOT  A  BALL  1 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  have  spent  two  even- 
ings discussing  an  alteration  in  the  title  of  one  of  their 
functions.  Mr.  Roe  wanted  to  substitute  the  words  "  Annual 
ball  "  for  "  Conversazione."  Mr.  Strother  proposed  that  the 
description  should  be  "Annual  Conversazione  and  Ball,"  but 
this  was  rejected.  Mr.  C.  Morley  hit  the  mark  by  proposing 
that  the  word  "  Reunion"  should  be  adopted,  and  reunion  it 
is  to  be. 


The  Insolubility  of  White  Shellac  is  due,  says  the 
Spatula,  to  the  water  which  lurks  in  it,  and  which,  diluting 
the  alcohol,  prevents  solution.  Kiln-dried  white  shellac  is 
now  obtainable  and  is  quite  soluble.  This  looks  like  a 
reasonable  explanation,  although  it  is  contrary  to  established 
notions. 
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CONCENTRATED  WOOD- VIOLETS. 

Ix  the  case  of  Jewell  v.  Martip,  which  came  before  Mr. 
Justice  Romerin  the  Chancery  Division  on  December  17,  the 
plaintiff  asked  that  the  defendant  might  be  restrained  from 
passing  off  a  certain  scent  manufactured  by  himself  as  the 
scent  of  the  plaintiff. 

In  support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Neville,  Q.C.,  said  the  plain- 
tiff had  for  a  considerable  number  of  years  sold  "concen- 
trated wood-violets,"  and  it  had  obtained  a  valuable 
reputation  in  the  market.  Although  the  plaintiff  did  not 
claim  any  exclusive  right  to  the  sale  of  scent  under  that 
name,  he  said  the  defendant  was  endeavouring  to  take 
advantage  of  the  reputation  he  had  gained  in  the  market  by 
passing  off  his  wood-violet  scent  as  the  plaintiff's.  An 
employe  of  the  plaintiff  named  Neal  was  discharged,  and 
entered  the  service  of  the  defendant  at  Southampton.  The 
defendant  up  to  that  time  had  been  acting  as  agent  for  the 
plaintiff  for  the  sale  of  this  scent,  and,  following  the  usual 
practice,  the  plaintiff  sent  down  a  man  to  dress  the  defen- 
dant's shop-window.  Amongst  other  things  he  put  in  was 
the  plaintiff's  card  for  Heppel's  concentrated  wood- violet 
scent.  After  Mr.  Neal  entered  defendant's  service  no  change 
was  made  in  the  decoration  of  the  shop,  nor  was  the  placard 
removed,  and  he  had  evidence  to  show  that  upon  application 
in  the  shop  for  Heppel's  wood-violets  an  article  was  sold 
which  was  Martin's  own  wood-violet  scent,  which  he  had 
taken  to  manufacturing  lately,  and  which  was  passed  off  as 
the  plaintiff's  wood- violets. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  :  Your  case  is  not  that  the  resemblance 
of  the  bottles  is  calculated  to  deceive  ? 

Mr.  Neville :  Yes,  the  whole  thing  ;  and  the  assistant 
being  asked  to  put  a  bottle  in  a  case  put  it  in  one  of  Heppel's 
own  cases — that  is  to  say,  put  Martin's  bottle  in  Heppel's 
case. 

Mr  Farwell,  Q  C,  for  the  defendant,  said  that,  as  regarded 
this  particular  sale  in  this  particular  manner,  the  customer 
asked  for  wood-violet  scent,  and  then  said  he  wanted  a  case, 
and  the  bottle  was  put  into  the  case  simply  for  convenience 
There  was  no  sort  of  representation  that  the  scent  was 
Heppel's. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  said  the  defendant's  bottle  was  very 
li^e  the  get-up  of  the  plaintiff's,  not  only  in  shape  but  in 
c  o  lour  ;  it  could  easily  be  passed  off. 

Mr.  Farwell  said  the  shape  was  common  to  the  trade,  and 
had  been  used  for  years. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  said  he  was  sure  the  defendant  did  not 
wish  to  deceive,  and  suggested  that  the  defendant  should 
undertake,  without  prejudice  to  any  question,  that  his  wood- 
violet  scent  should  be  distinctly  marked  so  as  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  plaintiff's. 

Mr.  Neville  said  the  shape  of  the  bottle  ordered  by  the 
defendant  was  exactly  like  the  plaintiff's. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  defen- 
dant should  use  a  different  label,  so  as  to  distinguish  beyond 
any  question  his  scent  from  the  plaintiff's,  and  that  Mr. 
Martin's  name  should  be  well  marked.  A  label  of  a  different 
colour  and  a  different  shape  should  be  used.  A  rival 
trader  who  wished  to  distinguish  his  label  could  easily 
do  it. 

After  some  discussion,  Mr.  Farwell,  on  behalf  of  the  defen- 
dant, undertook  not  to  sell  wood-violet  scent  without  a  label 
perfectly  distinct  in  colour  and  shape  from  the  plaintiff's, 
and  to  put  his  name  in  distinctive  letters. 

The  motion  was  then  directed  to  stand  till  the  trial  of  the 
action,  costs  to  be  costs  in  the  action. 


SELLING  CIDER  WITHOUT  LICENCE. 

I2S  our  issue  of  last  week  (page  943)  we  reported  that  two 
shopkeepers  at  Totnes,  Devon,  had  been  fined  40s.  each, 
inclusive  of  costs,  for  selling  cider  without  a  licence.  The 
following  additional  particulars  may  be  given  of  this 
case : — 

Both  defendants  pleaded  guilty  through  Mr.  Edmonds, 
solicitor,Totnes,  who  explained  that  they  purchased  the  drink 
'  Sydrina  "  as  a  non-excisable  liquor,  and  had  no  idea  that 


it  contained  alcohol.  He  believed  the  manufacturers, 
Messrs.  Symons  &  Co.,  of  Totnes  and  London,  were  quite 
innocent  of  any  intention  of  trying  to  evade  the  law.  When 
they  commenced  its  manufacture  they  inquired  of  the  Inland. 
Revenue  authorities  what  quantity  of  alcohol  and  cider  they 
were  justified  in  putting  into  the  liquor,  and  were  told  that 
cider  might  be  added  if  they  did  not  briDg  the  alcohol  over 

2  per  cent.  Moreover,  they  had  a  letter  from  the  assistant- 
secretary  at  Somerset  House,  complaining  of  "  Sydrina  "  and: 
'•  Symonia"  exceeding  the  legal  limit,  and  explaining  that 
the  Board  did  not  prosecute  as  a  rule  if  the  excess  was  not; 
over  1  per  cent.,  but  if  this  were  exceeded  they  felt  bound  to 
prosecute.  Messrs.  Symons  had  been  careful  to  keep  under 
the  limit,  but  now  they  were  told  that  the  2-per-cent.  limit 
did  not  apply  to  cider  at  all. 

Mr.  Robbins,  from  the  Government  Laboratory,  said  the 
"  Sydrina"  was  principally  cider  with  sugar-solution  added. 
Howe's  sample  contained  4'6  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  and 
Wootton's  26  per  cent.    Ordinary  cider   contained  from 

3  to  7  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit. 

Similar  cases  were  heard  at  Torquay  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  and  at  Totnes  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Fanstone,  of 
St.  Marychurch,  was  fined  10s.  and  costs  for  selling  two 
bottles  labelled  respectively  "  Symonia,  cider-nectar,  non- 
intoxicating,  refreshing,  delicious,"  and  "  Sydrina,  a  non- 
intoxicating,  refreshing,  and  invigorating  fruit-drink."  The 
former  was  found  to  contain  3-6  per  cent,  and  the  other  5  7-' 
per  cent,  of  proof  spirit  Similar  fines  were  imposed  in  other 
cases.  In  one  of  these,  Mr.  G.  Symon,  the  managing- 
director  of  Symons  &  Co.,  of  Totnes,  the  makers  of  the 
beverages,  appeared  as  a  witness  for  the  defence,  and  said 
that  they  had  only  recently  received  complaints  about 
"Symonia"  and  "Sydrina"  exceeding  the  legal  limit  off 
alcohol.  They  had  warned  their  customers  and  had  with  - 
drawn outstanding  stocks.  He  complained  that  the 
authorities  had  given  them  to  understand  that  they  could 
add  apple-juice  to  their  beverages  so  long  as  the  alcohol  did 
not  exceed  2  or  3  per  cent,  and  when  they  (the  authorities)1 
had  changed  their  mind,  sufficient  time  was  not  given  to 
withdraw  all  the  stocks  before  the  summonses  were  issued. 

On  cross-examination  he  admitted  that  samples  purchased 
at  Brecon  and  Totnes  twelve  months  ago  contained  an  excess 
of  spirit,  but  in  both  cases  the  bottles  had  been  kept  in  the 
windows  all  summer,  and  that  had  no  doubt  developed  the 
alcohol.  The  beverages  when  sent  out  never  contained  more 
than  2  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  They  intended  making  two 
distinct  brands  in  future. 


At  Ashton-under-Lyne,  on  December  18.  William  Etchells- 
was  summoned.  He  had  sold  dandelion  and  burdock 
stout,  the  former  containing  5  8  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit 
and  the  latter  2T  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  This  was 
produced  by  fermentation  through  using  an  excess  of  sugar 
and  yeast.  Defendant  was  fined  10s.  and  11.  12s.  6^.  costs. 
— Marina  Fitzpatrick,  who  was  also  summoned,  had  sold  a 
bottle  of  ginger-beer  containing  4  3  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit. 
In  this  case  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs,  including  21s.  for  the 
analyst's  fie,  was  imposed. 

At  the  Carlisle  Police  Court  on  December  20,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Denwood  and  Lee  Yates,  carrying  on  business  under 
the  name  of  Denwood  &  Sons,  manufacturers  of  aerated 
waters,  were  charged  with  a  similar  offence.  For  the 
Treasury  it  was  stated  that  in  consequence  of  samples  which 
had  been  got  from  certain  retail  dealers  Mrs.  Denwood's 
premises  were  visited  by  Mr.  Sinton,  of  the  Inland  Revenue, 
on  November  8,  and  he  purchased  a  sample  of  ginger-beer 
which  was  found  to  contain  42  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit. 
The  defendants  said  they  had  purchased  the  ginger-beer- 
from  the  "  Kentora  "  Company,  Nottingham,  in  barrels,  they 
bottling  it  off  without  adding  anything  to  it  and  selling  it 
by  retail.  Defendants  were  manufacturers  of  aerated  waters 
and  they  did  not  know  what  this  "Kentora"  contained. 
They  sold  it  to  the  extent  of  some  hundreds  of  barrels  in  the- 
course  of  the  year. 

The  Magistrates  convicted,  but  (this  being  the  first  pro- 
secution of  the  kind)  they  decided  not  to  impose  the  extreme 
penalty  of  101.  The  fine  would  be  51.  and  costs  in  each  case. 
The  costs  were  limited  to  two  guineas  in  each  ca?e,  so  that 
the  total  fines  and  costs  amounted  to  14/.  4s. 
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UNDERWRITING  HOMOCEA. 

In  the  action  of  Homocea  (Limited)  v.  Barwell  and  another, 
the  first-named  defendant,  on  Tuesday,  appealed  to  Lord 
Justices  Smith,  Rigby,  and  Collins  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice 
Day  made  on  December  16,  ordering  him  to  pay  13,000?.  into 
Court  as  a  condition  of  defending  the  action. 

Mr.  Cock,  Q.C.  (with  him  Mr.  Banks),  in  stating  the  case 
for  the  appellant,  said  the  order  appealed  against  confirmed 
an  order  of  the  Master  that  in  two  actions  in  which  the 
same  questions  were  raised  the  defendant  should  be  at 
liberty  to  stay  the  action  only  on  condition  of  paying  into 
Court,  or  giving  security  for  same,  13,000?.  within  ten  days, 
Otherwise  the  plaintiffs  were  to  be  at  liberty,  under  Order  14, 
to  sign  final  judgment,  and  refusing  unconditional  leave  to 
defend.  The  action  was  brought  on  calls  for  shares  which 
defendants  had  applied  for,  arising  out  of  an  arrangement  • 
for  underwriting  shares  in  the  following  circumstances.  In 
February  1897  there  was  a  company  called  the  Homocea 
■Company,  and  it  was  proposed  to  form  a  new  company,  con- 
sisting of  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action,  and  called  Homocea 
(Limited).  By  an  agreement  to  which  the  defendant 
Barwell  was  a  party,  it  was  arranged  that  the  new  company 
should  allot  to  the  old  for  the  purchase  of  their  business 
100,000  ordinary  shares  of  11.  each  fully  paid,  and  85,000 
preference  shares,  also  of  11.  and  fully  paid,  or  in 
•cash  at  the  option  of  the  new  company,  and  they  elected  to 
pay  cash.  In  consideration  of  that  agreement,  besides  trans- 
ferring the  business,  there  was  an  undertaking  by  the  old 
company  that  20,000?.  worth  of  shares  should  be  set  aside  as 
working  capital,  and  it  was  arranged  that  Barwell  should 
guarantee  an  application  for  20.000  shares  in  the  new  com- 
pany before  the  first  general  allotment,  and  then  the  old 
■company,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  new,  were  to  allot  to 
Barwell  or  his  nominees  20,000  11.  ordinary  shares  in  the 
new  company  and  50,000  1?.  preference  shares.  For  the 
purpose  of  carrying  this  out,  the  old  company  gave  Barwell 
a  written  authority  accordingly  to  issue  these  shares ;  and 
in  the  case  of  the  other  defendant,  named  Lambert,  the  same 
considerations  were  raised.  Barwell  applying  for  the 
20,000  shares,  the  new  company  under  the  arrangement  paid 
to  him  and  Lambert  15,000?.  in  cash,  and  transferred  to 
them  5,000  ordinary  shares.  Upon  this  there  arose  the 
•question  now  raised.  They  then  allotted  10,000  ordinary 
and  10,000  preference  shares  fully  paid,  part  of  those  they 
were  bound  to  allot;  but  they  had  refused,  and  still  refused, 
to  allow  any  transfer  of  these  two  blocks  of  10,000  to  other 
persons,  and  so  had  prevented  the  defendants  from  realising. 
After  this  there  was  a  fresh  arrangement  as  to  certain  shares, 
contained  in  a  letter,  under  which  defendant  was  to  receive 
33,000?.  in  cash,  17,000?.  in  fully-paid  preference 
shares,  and  25  000?.  in  fully-paid  ordinary  shares, 
in  consideration  of  the  company  paying  him  15,000?.  in  cash 
in  part  payment  of  the  33,000?.,  on  his  agreeing  to  accept 
the  18,000?.  balance  out  of  ells  on  shares,  of  which 
•defendant  was  to  receive,  until  full  payment  of  the  b  lance, 
■one  moiety  of  what  came  in,  after  providing  for  20,000?. 
working  capital.  The  plaintiff  company  (Mr.  Cock  went  on 
to  say)  had  commenced  numerous  actions  against  under- 
writers, and  as  these  amounts  came  in  defendant  would  be 
entitled  to  a  larger  sum  than  was  being  sued  for.  But  he 
was  willing  to  p»y  the  application  money  if  the  plaintiff 
company  would  hand  him  the  cash  as  it  came  to  them,  and 
allow  transfers  of  the  shares  already  allowed. 

Lord  Justice  Smith,  intimating  that  the  Court  had  already 
heard  enough  to  es  ablish  a  prima  facie  case,  asked  plain- 
tiff's counsel  what  was  to  be  said  in  support,  of  the  order  ? 

Mr.  Marshall,  Q.C.  (with  him  Mr.  Pollard),  said  there  were 
two  quesl ions  raised  below,  but  the  point,  as  he  understood 
it,  was  now  limited  to  the  question  of  transfer.  Upon  this, 
he  submitted,  established  cases  had  decided  that  such  a 
question  could  not  arise  between  the  company  and  the 
transferor,  but  if  damage  was  claimable  by  anybody  it  was  by 
the  transferee  alone.  Whether  the  defendant  had  any  real 
ground  of  counter-claim  or  not,  all  the  plaintiffs  asked  was 
securiiy  for  money  which  became  due  to  the  company  so  far 
back  as  July  last,  and  the  refusal  to  sanction  a  transfer  did 
not  arise  until  November.  Plaintiffs  were  willing  to  accept 
all  their  responsibility  under  the  last  agreement. 

Lord  Justice  Smith  remarking  that  it  was  a  serious  thing 
to  order  the  bringing  into  court  of  13,000?., 


Mr.  Marshall  conceded  that,  but  pointed  out  that  the 
action  might  not  be  heard  for  some  months,  and  plaintiffs 
did  not  know  what  might  meantime  become  of  the  parties. 

Lord  Justice  Smith  said  he  doubted  whether  the  plaintiffs 
had  any  business  to  take  out  the  summons  at  all. 

Mr.  Pollard  was  also  heard  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff 
respondents  in  opposition  to  the  appeal,  arguing  that  both 
on  the  facts  and  the  law  the  order  should  be  upheld. 

Lord  Justice  Smith  said  the  Court  thought  this  order  too 
strict  a  one  to  make  in  the  circumstances,  defendant  having 
set  up  a  counter-claim.  It  would  be  varied  to  the  effect  that 
judgment  be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs  for  6,824?.,  being  the 
amount  due  from  defendant  to  them,  execution  to  be  stayed 
until  defendant  had  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the 
counter-claim,  the  costs  to  abide  the  result  of  the  trial. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 
Deficient  Paeegoeic. 

At  Skipton  Petty  Sessions  on  December  18,  Inspector  Ran- 
derson  proceeded  against  Richard  Wormwell,  grocer,  for 
selling  paregoric  not  of  B.P.  strength.  The  inspector  pur- 
chased 4  oz.,  and  Mr.  A.  Allen,  county  analyst,  certified  to 
the  following  effect : — "  The  sample  was  almost  wholly 
destitute  of  opium,  the  amount  present  being  too  small  to 
allow  of  its  being  ascertained.  The  sample  was  deficient 
in  benzoic  acid,  the  proportion  present  being  not  more  than 
20  gr.  per  pint.  The  sample  had  an  alcoholic  strength 
corresponding  to  about  66  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit — that  is, 
the  alcohol  used  in  its  preparation  was  only  of  about  two- 
thirds  the  strength  directed  by  the  B.P.  Paregoric  B.P." 
(Mr.  Allen  added)  "  should  be  prepared  with  40  gr.  of  opium 
and  the  same  quantity  of  benzoic  acid  (together  with 
camphor  and  oil  of  anise)  to  1  pint  of  proof  spirit.  A  pre- 
paration containing  only  the  insignificant  quantity  of  opium 
present  in  the  sample  would  not  have  the  medicinal  and 
curative  effect  of  paregoric  prepared  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  of  the  B.P." 

The  defendant,  in  explanation,  said  he  bought  the  sample 
eight  years  ago  from  a  Skipton  chemist,  and  had  not  sold 
any  for  three  years.    He  had  only  kept  it  for  his  own  use. 

The  Bench  observed  that  the  defendant  ought  not  to  sell 
anything  in  the  way  of  drugs  that  was  eight  years  old,  and 
on  the  other  hand  it  was  his  duty  to  get  a  guarantee  with 
his  drugs.    He  would  be  fined  10s.  and  costs. 


SALE  OF  "PICK-ME-UPS." 

In  a  Justice  of  Peace  Court  held  in  Aberdeen,  on  Octo- 
ber 17,  William  Duffus,  chemist  and  druggist,  Spital,  was 
charged,  under  the  Excise  Licensing  Act,  for  selling  ^  gill 
of  spirits  to  James  Lovie,  apprentice  marine  engineer.  Ac- 
cused, who  pleaded  not  guilty,  was  represented  by  Mr.  J. 
Stewart  Watt.  Evidence  was  led,  and  in  examination  by 
Mr.  Mc?  weeny,  supervisor,  Lovie  said  on  the  morning  of 
Sunday,  November  14,  he  went  to  Duffus  for  a  "  pick-me-up." 
Did  it  make  you  drunk  1 — No ;  not  exactly.  Did  it  make 
your  head  unsteady? — Sometimes.  It  depended  on  the 
quantity  you  had  ? — I  believe  it  did.  Did  you  ever  have 
more  than  one  drachm  or  taste  on  the  same  occasion  ? — No. 
Witness  said  on  the  morning  in  question  he  had  paid  6d. 
for  two  "  pick-me-ups."  He  had  asked  for  a  "  pick-me-up." 
That  was  always  what  he  asked  for.  He  had  tasted  the 
stuff  when  the  policeman  took  it  from  him.  The  witness 
had  had  some  whisky  before  he  went  to  Duffus's.  Mr. 
Murray:  What  is  a  "pick-me-up?"  Is  it  whisky? — No. 
What  is  it? — A  mixture  of  drugs.  What  did  you  expect 
to  get  when  you  asked  for  a  "  pick-me-up  ? "  Was  it 
whisky  you  expected  to  get  ?  Witness  made  no  reply. 
The  Clerk  said  accused  was  charged  with  supplying 
half  a  gill  of  spirits.  Mr.  McSweeny  said  he  would  produce 
a  Government  analyst  to  prove  what  it  was.  Examined  by 
Mr.  Watt,  witness  said  he  expected  to  get  in  the  "pick-me- 
up"  what  was  generally  sold  by  chemists  as  such.  He  was 
aware  that  druggists  were  in  the  way  of  selling  a  mixture 
called  a  "  pick-me-up,"  and  that  was  what  he  expected.  Mr. 
Murray :  Was  it  whisky  or  something  to  counteract  whisky 
you  got?  Witness  :  I  expected  both.  By  Mr.  Watt :  Witness 
said  he  saw  the  mixture  taken  out  of  various  bottles.  Duffus 
made  a  remark  to  witness,  and  said,  "  You  are  not  quite  well ; 
I  will  give  you  a  little  whisky."    That  was  not  paid  for,  and. 
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was  got  after  the  money  for  the  "  pick-me-up  "  was  passed 
into  the  till.  Witness  then  got  a  little  whisky,  which  was 
put  in  the  mixture,  and  at  that  moment  the  police  came  in 
and  seized  it.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  "  pick-me-up  " 
before  that  contained  whisky.  Witness  afterwards  said  he 
was  a  little  confused.  Inspector  Wilson  spoke  to  the  seizure 
of  the  mixture,  and  another  witness,  Taylor,  who  had  been 
in  the  court,  was  called  to  identify  the  bottle  into  which  the 
stuff  had  been  put.  Mr.  Watt  objected.  Afterwards  the  Court 
held  that  the  prosecutor's  evidence  was  inadmissible,  and 
dismissed  the  case,  on  the  grounds  that  there  had  been  no 
evidence  to  show  that  the  bottle  produced  in  court  was  the 
one  whose  contents  had  been  seized  and  analysed.  The 
Government  analyst  stated  that  the  bottle  he  had  analysed 
contained  28  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit. 


bankruptcies  ano  failures* 


Re  MANDESFOBD  Fowler,  George  Street,  Plymouth, 
Maker  of  Artificial  Teeth. 
This  debtor  again  appeared  at  the  Plymouth  Bankruptcy 
Court  last  week  for  public  examination.  The  Official  Re- 
ceiver informed  the  Judge  that  in  accordance  with  his 
Honour's  directions  a  summons  had  been  taken  out  for  Mrs. 
Fowler's  attendance,  who,  however,  was  not  present.  His 
Honour  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  by  the  influence  of 
the  debtor  that  his  wife  was  kept  from  attending,  and  he 
directed  that  the  summons  should  be  served  on  debtor's  wife 
by  registered  letter.    The  examination  was  adjourned. 


Re  John  Orme,  Cross  Street,  Finsbury,  E.C..  Scientific- 
apparatus  Manufacturer,  trading  as  J.  Orme  &.  Co. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  held  on  December  17. 
before  Mr.  Registrar  Brougham,  John  Orme,  a  scientific- 
apparatus  manufacturer,  of  Cross  Street,  Finsbury,  attended 
for  public  examination  upon  accounts  showing  total  liabilities 
2,453/.  and  a  deficiency  of  1,625/.  18s.  2d.  In  the  course  of 
his  evidence  the  debtor  said  he  took  over  in  1879  a  business 
at  65  Barbican,  formerly  carried  on  by  his  employer,  who  died 
in  that  year.  To  do  that  he  was  joined  in  business  by  a 
partner  who  provided  1,500/.  and  a  business  in  Northampton 
Square.  Clerkenwell.  They  traded  as  M.  Jackson  &  Co., 
until  1881,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  witness  taking 
over  the  Barbican  business,  which  he  continued  under  the 
style  of  J.  Orme  &  Co.  until  last  September,  when  the  landlord 
distrained  for  his  rent.  He  then  removed  to  Cross  Street, 
Finsbury,  and  traded  there  until  the  failure  early  in  Novem- 
ber. He  was  in  financial  difficulties  in  1891,  and  made  a 
private  arrangement  with  his  creditors,  who  accepted  a 
composition  of  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  liabilities  of  about 
3,000/.  Witness  attributed  his  failure  primarily  to  the 
excessive  amount,  agreed  to  be  paid  to  his  partner  on  the 
dissolution  in  1881,  also  to  the  heavy  strain  on  the  business 
in  paying  the  composition  in  1891,  and  to  the  gradual  decline 
in  the  business  through  want  of  capital.  The  examination 
was  concluded. 


Re  Thomas  Pittman,  2  Colonial  Avenue,  E.C. 

This  bankrupt  attended  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  for 
examination  on  December  17.  He  stated  in  reply  to  the  Assis- 
tant Receiver  that  having  discovered  a  process  in  connection 
with  the  manufacture  of  paint,  to  enable  it  to  resist  damp  and 
the  action  of  the  atmosphere,  he  formed  in  November,  1896. 
the  Pittman  Paint  Company  (Limited).  The  working  capital, 
however,  was  insufficient,  and  in  August  last  the  company 
went  into  liquidation.  To  the  non-success  of  that  under- 
taking he  attributed  his  failure.  As  vendor  he  was  to 
receive  500/.  in  cash  and  5,000/.  in  fully-paid  shares,  and  he 
was  also  to  act  as  managing  director  to  the  company  for  five 
years  at  a  weekly  salary  of  5/.  He  only  received  a  part  of 
the  consideration,  and  now  had  a  claim  for  800/.  against  the 
company.  He  also  invented  a  process  for  the  manufacture 
of  an  improved  elastic  transparent  varnish  or  glaze,  for  the 
sale  of  which  negotiations  were  pending  at  the  date  of  the 
receiving-order.    The  examination  was  concluded. 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Ashburner,  J.  J.,  and  Lockie,  J.  W.,  under  style  of  J.  Ash- 
burner  &  Co.,  Hackney  Road,  N.K.,  tooth-brush  manufacturers. 

Howison,  G.  T.  W.,  Paton,  F.  E.,  and  Gamble,  L.  D.,  under  tin 
style  of  Paton,  Gamble  &  Howison,  Abergavenny,  physicians  and  Bur- 
geons :  so  far  as  regards  G.  T.  W.  Howison. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Orders. 
Baker,  Horace  Charles  William,  parrying  on  l.usiness  as  W.  V. 
Robinson  &  Co.,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C,  ami  Morc-Ua  Road,  Wandsworth 
Common,  S.W.,  merchant. 
Searancke,  Niccoll  Frederick,  Micheldean,  Gloucestershire,  genu-.  ; 
medical  practitioner. 

Adjudications. 

Forster,  John  Clark,  trading  as  Fergusson  &  Fdrster,  Great  Tower 
Street,  E.C,  Osborn  Street,  Whitechapel,  E.,  and  Buckland,  near 
Reigate,  wholesale  spice-merchant  and  liquorice-importer. 

Leehmere,  Edward,  Belgrave  Road,  Pimlico,  S.W.,  and  Dingwall  Road, 
Croydon,  dental  surgeon. 

Oeder  made  ox  Application  for  Discharge. 

Archibald,  George  Tomlinson,  Workington,  chemist  and  druggist — 
discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  November  3,  1899. 


Iflew  Companies  ant)  Company 
Iflews. 


Baku  Oil  Company  (Limited). — Capital  30,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  enter  into  a  certain  agreement,  and 
to  produce,  reiine,  store,  supply,  and  distribute  petroleum 
and  petroleum-products. 

J.  &  W.  Hall  &  Sons  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire,  and  carry  on  the  busi- 
nesses of  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers  carrieo! 
on  by  James  Hall,  at  Worsley,  Lanes,  and  by  William  Hall, 
at  Patricroft,  and  Turton,  Lanes.  Registered  office,  Pen- 
nington Street,  Walkden,  Lanes. 

James  L.  Hatrick  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  whole- 
sale and  retail  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  and  dealers  in 
surgical  instruments.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — James  L. 
Hatrick,  importer,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hatrick,  and  Miss  F.  M. 
Hatrick,  114  Manor  Road,  Stoke  Newington  ;  William  H. 
Ronald,  carpet  manufacturer,  and  James  A.  Ronald,  agent,  of 
3  and  4  Little  Love  Lane,  E.C;  Mrs.  I.  R.  Ronald,  18: 
ThirlmereRoad,  Streatham  ;  P.  A.  Woolgar,  63  Wray  Crescent, 
Tollington  Park,  N.    Table  "  A  "  mainly  applies. 


S.  Harvey  (Limited)  announce  that  no  more  applications 
for  shares  can  be  received,  the  whole  of  the  first  issue  being- 
taken  up. 

Pears'  Soap  is,  as  everybody  has  been  saying  for  some 
time  past,  shortly  to  be  amalgamated  with  the  Apollinaris 
Company.  As  there  appears  to  be  an  idea  among  Apollinaris 
shareholders  that  Pears's  business  is  a  declining  one,  it  may 
be  interesting  to  give  the  actual  figures.  For  the  past  year 
the  net  profits  were  62,046/.,  and  for  the  previous  four  years, 
that  is  to  say,  since  the  company  was  incorporated,  the 
profits  have  fluctuated  between  something  over  45  000/.  and 
just  under  71,000/.  The  difficulty  with  which  the  manage- 
ment of  Pears'  have  to  contend  is  that  there  is  too  much 
money — no  less  a  sum  than  123.915/.  being  invested  in 
Consols,  Metropolitan  Consolidated  Stock,  and  the  company's 
debenture  stock.  As  10  per  cent,  interest  is  being  paid  on 
the  capital,  it  is  obvious  that  a  loss  must  be  created  in  this 
way.  The  last  balance-sheet,  up  to  the  end  of  June,  showed 
that  even  if  the  assets  were  broken  up,  they  would  be  prac- 
tically sufficient  to  liquidate  the  capital  without  any  loss  to 
the  holders. — Daily  Mail. 
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"SANITAS" 

EMBROCATION 

in  bottles  to  retail  at 

Sd.,     I/-9     sari  dL  2/6. 

"  S  ANITAS" 

AND  OTHEK 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Steeet,  NEW  YORK. 

There   is   a   DEMAND  for  MEDICINAL, 
L ICENCE-FBEE 

COCA  WINE. 

The  "  Galen  "  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  GO.,  LIM. 

'JOHN    MOSS   &   CO  ), 

Wilson    St.,   LONDON,  S.E. 

ipffii    A         *         n  4^  ■  ^Wfc,      "Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
a_a    !'»;         I         H  BL  ^  7  tL__Z  In  eTery  respect  of  the  very 
Jf3"8    M                   ■                "^MBk  best  quality  for  drinking."— 
taU  BLh  IkBO  1                    \t£  ^CY  P"  ^Ain^A^D,  B.SC., 

TABLE 

"Typically  Perfect."  \Af  A  X  CQQ 
—Medical  Prest.       W  W                  H       "|         J^fc  «kJ 

Sole  Address —  [1] 
K.  cLLIa  <k  oUN,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 

M.     NEW  SIZE. 

ELUIAirS  ft  |D"  EMBROCATION 

10  per  etui,  dlwottnt  apon  groan  lota,  or  assorted  In  general  orte. 

CLLIMAH,  SONS  &  CO.,  SLOUCH,  ENCLAND. 

RICA-TON  RHHMCNE 

Prepared  and  Uottled  by  the  Growers  at  Boozy-Keims,  from  the  finest  Natural 

Champagne,  and  the  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  not  from  Cocaine. 
We  supply  * '  Coca= Tonic ' '  Champagne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 
For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors— 
HERTS  &  COLLINGWOOD,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 

LAMBING  SEASON 

M®B$$fc  "LODDINGTON'S 

j^^J|H|n^^^^^^^B^K^?^^L^    These  valuable  Lambing  Oils 
^                             W                      ^  'lilve  'Jeen   usei'  ,J-V  almost 
^^^^^^^^r           |s  |  -          ^j3jjp      Lincolnshire  and  adjoining 
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Theee  will  be  fifty-three  Saturdays  in  1898  instead  of  the 
usual  fifty-two,  but  there  will  be  no  extra  charge  for  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  in  consequence.    Subscribers  get 
a  good  bargain  anyway,  but  they  will  get  an  exceptional  one 
in  1898.    We  have  given  this  year  2,018  pages  of  literary 
matter  in  the  two  volumes  of  the  journal,  besides  indexes, 
and  in  the  Diaby  we  give  another  88  pages,  as  well  as  inter 
leaved  skeleton  pages.     All  this  is  exclusive  of  the  most 
valuable  collection  of  advertisements  the  drug-trade  has  ever 
seen.    That  the  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  the 
material  supplied  is  appreciated,  we  have  the  most  convin- 
cing evidence  in  our  subscription-list,  which  still  continues  to 
develop  both  at  home  and  abroad  to  an  extent  that  almost 
astonishes  ourselves. 

We  are  anticipating  an  active  and  interesting  twelve 
months  in  1898,  and  we  have  in  view  many  useful  additions 
to  our  journal.    We  heartily  wish  our  many  subscribers 
prosperity,  and  we  shall  do  all  that  lies  in  our  power  to  assist 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  HISTORY 
IN  1897. 

The  "  record  year  "  now  closing  will  figure  notably  in  English 
history  ;  it  is  not  so  easy  to  indicate  its  importance  in  a 
special  division  of  human  activity.  Generally  we  believe  the 
year  has  been  an  interesting  and  a  prosperous  one  to  phar- 
macists, and  if  there  are  few  signs  of  advance  accomplished 
there  are  many  of  energetic  strivings.  In  the  following 
iiotes  we  shall  endeavour  to  bring  into  focus  the  events  of 
>the  year  which  it  has  been  our  duty  to  record  from  week  to 
week,  and  it  will  be  our  aim  to  present  these  with  the  utmost 
-conciseness. 

Official  Pharmacy. 
Under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  or  at  least  the  articulate  portion  of  its 
members,  has  shown  more  cohesion  and  resolution  than  ever 
before.  The  Council  have  been  absolutely  unanimous  from 
•January  to  December,  and  the  '•loyalty"  of  the  members 
seems  capable  of  bearing  any  strain.  With  these  advantages, 
and  with  an  oft-repeated  conviction  of  the  necessity  of 
"  doing  something,"  it  might  have  been  expected  that  the 
Council  would  have  gone  forward  with  some  scheme  of  legis- 
lation which  might  have  been  worthy  of  the  enthusiastic 
support  so  freely  offered.  A  committee  of  the  Council  has 
been  sitting  through  most  of  the  year  to  consider  what  sort 
•of  measure  should  be  brought  before  Parliament  next  Session, 
and  has  resolved  to  redraft  the  Bill  of  1894  with  some  small 
modifications.  The  professed  object  is  to  "  consolidate  "  the 
Society.  It  is  thought  that  by  making  every  chemist  eligible 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Society  as  soon  as  he  qualifies, 
and  not  merely  an  associate,  which  is  all  he  can  be  at  present, 
more  would  join;  then,  the  suggestion  is,  greater  things 
might  be  done  in  years  to  come.  A  note  of  opposition  to 
the  scheme  comes  from  Manchester  just  no  .  ;  but  generally 
the  scheme  has  met  with  a  chastened  sort  of  assent  from  all 
the  quarters  where  pharmaceutical  politics  are  discussed. 

The  New  By-laws. 
Much  controversy  occurred  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year 
in  reference  to  the  proposals  made  by  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  make  certain  modifications  of 
their  examination  regulations.  The  scheme  comprised  the 
abolition  of  the  present  system  of  conducting  the  Preliminary 
«xamination,  the  proposal  being  that  after  June,  1900,  only 
certificates  of  approved  examining  bodies  should  be  accepted, 
and  that  these  should  cover  Latin,  English,  arithmetic,' 
algebra,  Euclid,  and  a  modern  language.  Also  that  the  fee 
for  the  Minor  examination  should  be  raised  (after  1898) 
•from  five  to  ten  guineas.  There  was  no  particular  opposition 
to  the  first  part  of  the  scheme,  but  the  increase  of  the  fees 
was  met  with  some  close  criticism,  which,  though  it  was  not 
successful,  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  all  who  interested 
-themselves  in  the  matter  the  real  reason  for  the  demand. 
Members  of  the  Council  at  first  declared  that  the  present 
•fees  did  not  pay  the  Society;  it  was  shown  that  they  yielded 
-a  profit  over  their  cost  of  some  5,000/.  to  6,000/.  annually. 
Then  it  was  said  that  even  this  sum  did  not  suffice  to  cover 
the  general  expenses  of  the  Society  on  behalf  of  the  trade. 
It  was  then  shown  that  the  examination-fees  not  only  paid 
for  every  charge  they  involved,  but  also  covered  the  Society's 
rents,  salaries,  law-costs,  and  sundry  expenses,  even  down  to 
gas,  water,  repairs  and  stationery.  The  Council  did  their  best 
to  ignore  this  exposure,  but  one  of  their  auditors,  more  candid 
than  themselves,  said,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  May,  that  he 
supported  their  claim  because  the  Society' was  within  sight 
of  bankruptcy,  and  he  saw  no  other  way  of  getting  the 


money.  No  one  now  doubts  that  the  higher  fee  was  asked 
for  because  the  Council  had  wasted  its  once  rich  investments, 
first,  by  a  wild  building-scheme,  and  afterwards  by  a  reck- 
less and  costly  speculation  in  journalistic  enterprise.  The 
Council  wrere  well  supported  by  their  members  all  over  the 
country,  and  the  new  by-laws  were  agreed  to  at  the  special 
meeting  in  May.  The  Privy  Council  intimated  an  objection 
to  the  advance  of  the  fee  unless  a  longer  interval  was 
allowed,  so  as  to  give  those  who  had  already  passed  the  first 
examination  an  opportunity  of  going  forward  at  the  old 
rates.  The  date  for  the  increase  of  the  fee  was  therefore 
altered  to  September.  1900,  and  in  this  form  the  new  by-laws, 
formally  adopted  by  the  Society,  were  sanctioned  by  the  Privy 
Council  in  November  last. 

Many  foolish  and  some  spiteful  things  have  been  said  of 
this  journal  for  the  part  it  took  in  this  controversy.  We 
have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  defend  ourselves  against 
the  inuendoes  which  were  the  only  answers  it  was  found 
possible  to  give  to  our  array  of  facts.  And  all  we  shall  do 
now  is  to  ask  any  capable  critic  to  put  his  finger  on  any 
merely  captious  paragraph  we  have  written  before  he  carps 
at  our  alleged  invariable  opposition  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  which  in  a  general  way  does  not  exist. 

Ox  the  Credit  Side. 

No  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  admirable  way  in 
which  the  Benevolent  Fund  entrusted  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  administered.  At  the  decennial 
dinner  in  aid  of  this  fund  held  in  May  last,  donations  to  the 
amount  of  2.260Z.  were  announced.  The  income  of  the  Fund 
has  not  only  allowed  the  Council  to  provide  substantial 
temporary  relief  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  but  has  sufficed 
to  provide  for  six  new  annuitants.  As  this  was  the  number 
of  persons  recommended  by  the  committee  for  such  assist- 
ance there  has  been  no  election  this  year.  The  charity  was 
all  the  greater  inasmuch  as  no  tax  was  imposed  on  its  objects 
by  rendering  necessary  for  them  a  canvass  ;  but  this  circum- 
stance was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  the  subscribers. 

Another  piece  of  good  work  done  by  the  Council  has  been 
the  removal  from  membership  of  the  Society  of  three  persons, 
apparently  on  the  ground  that  they  have  advertised  their 
connection  with  the  Society  as  suggestive  of  a  qualification 
which  it  does  not  justify. 

Examinations. 
About  800  boys  and  girls  have  taken  the  first  step  in 
pharmaceutical  qualification  in  Great  Britain  this  year,  and 
considerably  fewer  tried  but  failed.  The  same  thing  happens 
every  year,  with  slight  variation,  and  the  facts  have  almost 
ceased  to  be  of  interest  to  the  drug-trade.  The  only 
important  matter  in  it  is  that  the  published  figures  for  the 
Preliminary  and  Minor  are  an  index  of  the  number  of  persons 
who  quickly  give  up  the  drug-trade.  During  1897  there 
were  1,414  entries  for  the  Pi  eliminary  examination,  and  685 
persons  passed.  About  a  hundred  besides  were  registered  as 
apprentices  on  the  strength  of  some  other  examination.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  each  entry  is  not  a  registrable 
person,  for  people  appear  at  each  and  every  examination,  and 
it  may  be  safe  to  say  that  these  1,414  entries  represent  1,000 
persons.  It  would  be  an  advantage  statistically  if  the  regis- 
trar were  to  state  annually  the  actual  number  of  persons  who 
enter  for  the  first  time  in  each  year.  Since  we  have  not  that 
number  we  must  be  content  to  assume  that  "  about  800  " 
commenced  to  learn  the  drug-business  this  year.  Coming  to 
the  Minor,  we  find  that  the  entries— 1.441— were  more 
numerous  than  for  the  Preliminary,  but  only  460  proved  have 
they  coukl  safely  be  registered  as  chemists  and  druggists.  If 
we  take  Preliminary  successes  as  the  entrances,  and  Minor 
passes  as  the  exits,  of  pharmaceutical  registration,  these 
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figures  seem  very  depressirjg.  They  do  not  represent  the  same 
men  and  women,  but  four  to  seven  years  ago  the  average 
registration  of  apprentices  was  800  per  year,  and  now  less 
than  500  of  the  800  are  left  to  us  as  registered  chemists  and 
druggists.  It  may  be  said  roughly  that  one-third  of  those 
who  enter  the  drug-trade  leave  it  or  fail  to  qualify.  The 
good  that  is  done  by  those  who  leave  us  is  counteracted  by 
the  evil  of  the  unqualified  who  remain. 

THE  STIFFENING  OF  THE  PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION, 

which  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  proposed,  and  the  Privy 
Council  finally  authorised  in  November,  is  regarded  by  the 
promoters  as  one  means  of  overcoming  the  disaster  involved 
in  the  last  paragraph.  Many  people  in  the  drug-trade  have 
been  complaining  for  years  that  an  inferior  class  of  lads  have 
been  coming  into  the  trade;  and  when  something  more 
explicit  is  demanded,  the  reply  is,  "  Board-school  boys, 
sons  of  the  upper  working-classes  and  the  lower  middle- 
classes,  are  what  we  get  now.  We  used  to  have  grammar- 
school  boys,  who  were  gentlemen,  if  nothing  else."  In 
Eagland  classes  have  changed,  elementary  education  has 
improved,  and  semi-professional  occupations  have  increased 
enormously  during  the  past  thirty  years,  so  that  parents  will 
not  part  with  100Z.  to  2501.  in  the  way  of  premium  without  look- 
ing sharply  into  the  "  considerations  "  ;  and  when  a  chemist 
is  the  parent  he  takes  care  to  give  his  boy  a  university  educa- 
tion, instead  of  giving  a  brother-chip  a  hundred  or  two  premium 
for  him.  In  Scotland  there  has  been  no  complaint  about  inferi- 
ority of  modern  pharmacy-entrants,  but  in  that  bleak  country 
class-distinction  does  not  count  for  much  amongst  chemists 
or  anybody  else.  The  Preliminary-examination  results  during 
the  past  twenty  years  do  not  show  deterioration  in  the 
intellectual  quality  of  the  entrants.  The  examination  has 
been  slightly  stiffened  on  several  occasions,  and  lengthened, 
but  the  failures  have  not  increased  markedly.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  has  been  improvement  all  round  in  education 
during  the  past  thirty  years,  and  the  pharmaceutical  Pre- 
liminary has  stood  still  with  three  subjects.  The  way  in 
which  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  attacked  the  problem  was 
peculiar  ;  they  decided  to  give  up  their  own  examination, 
and  to  accept  in  lieu  of  it  certificates  of  any  examination 
which  includes  English,  Latin,  algebra,  Euclid  and  arith- 
metic, and  French  or  German.  This  new  condition  will  not 
come  into  force  until  September  1, 1900.  A  simpler  solution 
of  a  serious  difficulty  has  rarely  been  thought  of.  It  is  no 
secret  that  the  questionable  legality  of  the  Preliminary 
examination  prevented  interference  with  it  for  years,  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  resolution  to  delegate  the 
examination  to  outside  bodies  is  of  very  doubtful  legality ; 
but  since  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  have  sanctioned  it, 
we  take  it  as  another  example  of  the  truth  that  "you  never 
know  what  you  can  squeeze  out  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  until  you 
try."  We  may  note,  before  commenting  upon  the  Minor- 
examination  results,  that  the  General  Medical  Council  also 
made  some  alteration  in  the  medical  Preliminary  examina- 
tion, but  only  to  the  extent  of  removing  from  the  list  of 
approved  examinations  certain  inferior  qualifications ;  so  that 
the  pharmaceutical  and  medical  Preliminary-examination 
subjects  will  be  the  same  three  years  hence,  and  doubtless 
the  approved  examinations  will  also  be  the  same. 

THE  MINOR  AND  ASSISTANTS. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty  new  qualified  assistants  have  been 
registered  this  year — only  460.  Is  the  supply  equal  to  the 
demand  ?  We  believe  it  is  not,  for  wages  are  going  up, 
although  employers  complain  that  the  men,  spite  of  their 
registration,  are  not  so  good  as  they  used  to  be — they  could 
do  with  a  little  less  science  and  a  little  more  business.  We 


have,  on  more  than  one  occasion  during  the  year,  called 
attention  to  the  heavy  failures  in  the  examinations,  as  con- 
ducted in  Edinburgh  and  London,  and  our  remarks  have  had 
at  least  one  good  result — viz.,  the  delaying  and  shelving  of  a 
series  of  additions  to  the  Minor  examination,  which  were  in- 
tended to  make  it  even  more  scientific  than  it  is.  Now,  these 
terrible  figures  of  this  Jubilee  year — "1,441  candidates 
examined,  and  981  failed  " — are  causing  some  heart-search- 
ing in  the  proper  quarter,  and  we  believe  that  a  serious 
attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the  scientific  subjects  within 
the  reasonable  bounds  which  qualification  under  the- 
Pharmacy  Act  evidently  implies.  In  connection  with  this 
matter  we  suggested,  in  October,  that  some  means  of  en- 
couraging study  during  apprenticeship  seemed  desirable,  espe- 
cially one  which  would  relieve  the  congested  Minor  syllabus. 
Few  pharmaceutical  assistants  read  or  attend  available  classes 
during  their  later  teens,  and  we  suggested  a  compulsory 
Intermediate  as  a  means  of  inducing  them  to  do  so,  and 
relieving  the  Minor.  We  specially  emphasised  the  necessity 
of  not  allowing  this  examination  to  be  regarded  as  a 
qualification,  and,  in  spite  of  some  ill-informed  criticism, 
the  importance  of  filling  up  the  intermediary  period  has- 
been  much  discussed  since. 

The  governing  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
have  never  quite  realised  their  duties  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868.  The  British  Parliament  thirty  years  ago  de- 
liberately selected  "  the  examination  for  an  assistant "  as 
the  qualifying  examination  for  chemists  and  druggists;  but 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  gradually  increased  the 
stringency  and  scope  of  that  examination,  with  the  result 
that  we  get  such  passes  as  460  out  of  1,441.  The  conse- 
quence is  unqualified  drug-retailing.  We  may  educate  men 
beyond  that,  and  the  drysalter  and  the  unqualified  drug- 
store man  will  take  up  the  running.  We  are  now  on  the  eve- 
of  the  publication  of 

The  Most  Notable  B.P. 
which  has  been  compiled  and  revised  since  a  British  Phar- 
macopoeia was  thought  of.  It  is  a  Pharmacopoeia  of  imperial 
importance,  and  one  in  which  practising  pharmacists  for  the- 
first  time  have  been  employed.  The  work  of  the  revision  has 
been  less  than  two  years  in  the  doing  ;  it  was  practically 
finished  in  March  last,  and  after  individual  and  committee 
criticism  of  the  draft  the  complete  work  was  got  into  type 
in  November,  but  it  will  not  be  published  until  March.  In 
our  Summer  number  we  were  able  to  state  generally  some 
alterations  of  principle  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  re- 
visers, and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  pharmacists  to  again  assist  their  medical  confreres  on 
the  same  conditions  which  they  have  had  to  submit  to  on  this 
occasion.  The  coming  year  will  have  enough  revelation  in  it 
on  that  score.  The  Pharmacopoeia  will  have  the  formulas  in 
English  and  metric  weights  and  measures,  and  will  contain 
an  appendix  of  alternative  and  special  matters  for  Canada,. 
Inlia,  and  the  British  colonies.  No  other  country,  except 
France,  is  just  now  so  interested  in  Pharmacopoeia  revision 
as  we  are.  Month  by  month,  during  1897,  there  have  been 
pouring  into  Paris  reports  from  the  societies  of  pharmacy 
and  colleges  of  pharmacy  about  what  should  be  taken  out  of 
the  Codex  and  what  should  be  put  into  it.  Instructive  and 
sensible  reports  they  are  in  most  cases— and  they  are  the- 
voice  of  pharmaceutical  France.  This  is  the  first  step  - 
several  will  follow  before  a  new  Codex  comes,  and  then 
pharmaceutical  France  will  know  that  the  Codex  is  her  own. 
Will  British  pharmacists  have  the  same  tender  regard  for 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia?  Impossible.  They  till  the 
ground,  sow  the  seed,  and  thin  and  weed  the  seedlings,  but 
a  mightier  than  they  reaps  the  harvest. 
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Pharmaceutical  Research. 
Specially  organised  research  in  pharmacy  is  a  dead 
letter  in  this  country  at  present.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  specially  constructed  research-laboratories  have  re- 
mained closed  during  the  year.  One  research-scholar  with 
a  comfortable  income  from  the  Salters'  Company  remains 
working  in  the  school-laboratories,  and  the  two  Society 
research  scholarships  (Redwood  and  S.  M.  Burroughs)  went 
begging  this  year.  One  person  (of  an  uncommonly  pretty 
wit)  applied,  but  as  he  would  not  be  content  with  less  than 
the  two  scholarships,  the  Council  saw  the  humour  of  the 
thing  and  kept  both.  So  paid  pharmaceutical  research  in 
this  country  is  at  a  discount.  Not  so  that  undertaken  for 
the  love  of  the  thing  or  not  for  immediate  hope  of  gain. 
There  are  still  many  retail  pharmacists  throughout  the 
country  who  investigate  subjects  that  interest  them,  and 
this  without  external  influence — seemingly.  Another  branch 
of  workers  are  in  the  wholesale  trade,  and  very  little  indeed 
of  that  work  is  even  published.  It  is  done  chiefly  for  the 
improvement  of  preparations,  and  if  successful,  medicine  is  at 
■once  the  better  for  it.  Associations  and  societies  encourage 
research  chiefly  by  great  hunger  for  something  to  occupy  the 
time  of  meetings. 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
stands  at  the  head  of  these  organisations  ;  its  success  in 
stimulating  the  young  to  work,  and  in  bringing  together  the 
middle-aged  pharmacists  to  listen  to  the  young  ones,  was 
never  better  manifested  than  at  the  meeting  of  the  Confer- 
ence in  August,  1897.  Not  far  short  of  five  hundred  persons 
participated  in  the  various  proceedings.  The  reports  of  the 
Executive  were  more  cheering,  the  papers  communicated 
were  sufficiently  numerous,  the  subjects  popular  and 
practical,  and  the  discussions  much  better  than  usual.  The 
meeting  closed  with  the  Conference  going  strong,  and  with 
every  prospect  of  a  successful  meeting  at  Belfast  in  1898, 
-and  another  at  Brighton  in  1899.  The  evening  meetings  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  Dublin  (revived  this  year), 
Edinburgh,  and  London  have  been  more  attractive  than  for 
many  years,  because  the  subjects  discussed  have  been  less 
ambitious  and  more  practical  than  usual.  There  is,  we 
perceive,  a  tendency  for  concentration  of  this  sort  of  thing 
towards  the  older  associations  and  societies.  The  remark- 
able increase  in 

Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations 
during  the  year  is  not  an  indication  of  increased  interest  in 
scientific  pharmacy,  but  is  due  really  to  P.A.T.A.  and  trade 
interests.  Chemists  feel  as  keenly  now  as  they  ever  did  that 
they  should  come  together  oftener,  but  rarely  have  they  had 
so  much  to  speak  about  as  they  have  had  during  the  past 
year.  Small  local  associations  have  generally  been  wrecked 
because  of  the  supposed  need  of  reading  "papers"  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  them.  Suddenly  the  whole  trade  has 
seemed  to  realise  that  if  everything  else  except  papers  is 
attended  to,  the  associations  will  be  kept  together.  The 
"Federation  of  Associations  is  also  waking  to  its  possibilities. 
During  the  past  two  months  our  pages  have  been  sprinkled 
•with  discussions  having  much  of  a  sameness  about  them. 
These  have  been  created  by  the  Federation,  which^has  thus 
■done  one  real  thing  to  justify  its  continuance. 

Congresses. 

The  Eighth  International  Pharmaceutical  Congress  was  held 
at  Brussels  in  August.  It  was  an  interesting  meeting,  but  not 
very  international,  and  not  altogether  pharmaceutical  except 
in  respect  to  the  cutting  of  pharmaceutical  specialities  in 
France  and  B3lgium,  which  was  the  princpal  topic  o£  dis. 


cussion.  A  faint  lingering  interest  was  taken  by  a  few  of  the 
delegates  in  the  once  burning  question  of  an  international 
Pharmacopeia,  but  no  advance  was  made  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  aim. 

An  International  Medical  Congress  was  held  at  Moscow, 
the  British  Association  wont  to  Toronto,  and  the  British 
Medical  Association  to  Montreal. 

Work  Accomplished  in  1897. 
There  has  been  much  interesting  work  done  by  provincial 
associations.    We  can  only  name  a  few  subjects  as  typical 
of  the  whole.    Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill's  note  on  belladonna- 
plasters,   showed  that    those  made  from   green  extract 
are  woefully  deficient  in  alkaloid,  and  that  American  india- 
rubber  belladonna-plasters  are  the  best.    Messrs.  Farr  and 
Wright's  recent  paper  on  extracts  really  corroborates  this, 
since  it  proved  that  green  extracts  are  not  representative  of 
the  drug  at  all.    The  Glasgow  Association  has  had  a  few 
practical  topics,  one  paper  on  essence  of  rennet,  by  Mr.  R. 
Brodie,  being  especially  serviceable.    The  Liverpool  Associa- 
tion retains  its  position  as  a  leading  contributor  to  pharma- 
ceutical progress.    Mr.  Michael  Conroy's  note  on  copaiba, 
Dr.  Symes's  recent  contribution  on  the  activity  of  alcoholic 
preparations  of  pepsin,  besides  several  notes  on  natural  pro- 
ducts, indicate  that  a  sprinkling  of  the  wholesale  element  in 
a  local  association  shows  itself  in  published  records.    A  series 
of  dispensing-memoranda,  by  Mr.  H.  Wyatt,  from  the  same 
source,  strikes  us,  when  we  glance  over  back-numbers,  as 
among  the  best  things  of  the  year.    The  Junior  Association  in 
Liverpool  rivals  the  senior  one  in  activity  and  discussing 
topical  and  everyday  matters.    The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  in  its  evening  meetings  has  caught  the  same 
characteristic,   and  that   very    energetic  body  the  Irish 
Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association  has,  perhaps,  helped  to 
stir  its  seniors.    "Ipecac.  Histology,"'  by  Professor  Greenish  ; 
"Oil  of  Fennel,"  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney ;  "Pharmaceutical 
Preservatives,"  by  Mr.  W.  Martindale ;  and  "  Suppositories," 
by  Messrs.  White  and  Braithwaite,  were,  besides  one  paper 
already  mentioned,  the  purely  pharmaceutical  work  heard  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  this  year.     Dr.  McNaughton-Jones's 
clever  paper  on  the  "  Therapeutics  of  Emergencies  "  was  the 
best  score  made  by  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 
during  .the  year.    Further  than  this  we  need  not  go  into 
association-doings.    It  is  part  of  our  business  to  report  all 
the  meetings  as  they  happen,  and  to  give  as  much  of  the 
papers  and  discussions  as  we  can  possibly  find  room  for. 
Associations,   however,   still  leave  a  great  deal  of  work 
undone  ;  they  cannot  secure  that  universal  interest  which  a 
trade-journal  creates,  and  this  interest,  promoted  by  publica- 
tion, has  most  peculiarly  much  to  do  in  keeping  up  some  local 
associations.   Investigators  who  are  good  business  men  know 
that  if  they  want  a  matter  to  be  promptly  considered  by  the 
trade  the  best  method  is  to  have  their  views 

Communicated  to  a  Trade-journal. 
That  is  the  reason  why  the  correspondence-columns  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  to  the  extent  of  300  pages  yearly, 
are  filled  with  extremely  varied  topics  of  practical  and 
trade  interest.  We  may  recall  as  examples  the  discussion 
on  otto  of  rose  in  the  early  weeks  of  the  year,  independent 
correspondence  which  followed  later  on,  a  discussion  of  the 
characters  of  oil  of  lemon,  several  useful  letters  regarding 
chelidonium — the  alleged  cancer-remedy — and  many  other 
pharmaceutical  subjects,  besides  dispensing-topics,  and  a 
host  of  shop-difficulties  of  all  kinds.  In  addition  to  the 
foregoing  we  have  published  the  following  original  contri- 
butions during  the  year  : — ■ 

By  Mr.  S.  J.  Lewis,  on  an  apparatus  for  obtaining  low  tempe- 
ratures. 
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By  Messrs.  Soldaini  and  Berte,  on  the  analysis  of  oil  of  lemon 

(two  papers). 
By  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  on  otto-of-rose  analysis. 
By  Messrs.  W.  «T.  Bush  &  Co.,  on  the  analytical  factors  of  otto 

of  rose  and  other  essential  oils.  . 
'  By  Mr.  J.  R.  Jackson,  on  botany  lessons  obtainable  by  visiting 

the  Mincing  Lane  drug-brokers'  sample-rooms. 
By  Mr.  C.  Ledger,  on  the  cultivation  of  coca  in  Peru. 
By  a  Distiller,  on  oil  of  cognac. 
By  a  Ph.C,  on  medicated-wine  essences. 
By  Mr.  T.  Stephenson,  on  the  bubonic  plague. 
By  Mr.  W.  G.  Stratton,  on  the  presence  of  lead  in  liquor 

potassse. 

By  Mr.  George  Roe,  on  the  variability  of  fluid-extracts,  which 
was  followed  by  Dr.  Thomas  Christie's  comments  on  the  same 
subject. 

•  By  Mr.  B.  S-  Proctor,  on  liquor  bismuthi,  showing  that  the 
commercial  stuff  is  variable. 
By  Mr.  C.  G.  Caldecott,  on  useful  shop-fittings. 
By  Mr.  J.  R.  Jackson,  on  the  gentians. 

By  Mr.  Wm.  Mair,  on  the  Bengal  Government  Pharmaceutical 
Laboratories  in  Calcutta. 

By  a  Hospital  Pharmacist,  on  decalcified  bone  in  surgery. 
■  By  Mr.  F.  Dietze,  on  the  sp.  gr.  of  B.P.  liquids  at  various  tem- 
peratures. 

By  Mr.  Wm.  Dodds,  on  how  to  manage  an  examination-paper. 
By  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  on  the  assay  of  ferri  carb.  sacch. 
By  Mr.  Lewis  Ough,  on  the  manufacture  of  baptism. 
By  Dr.  Dubelle,  on  profitable  extras  (formulfe). 
By  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  on  star-anise  oil. 

By  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  on  nitrates  in  water-analysis,  followed  by 

Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  on  the  same  subject. 
By  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  on  oil  of  lemongrass. 

Besides  these  papers  twice  as  many  unsigned  articles  on 
topics  of  current  interest  to  the  trade  have  been  communi- 
cated through  The  Chemist  and  ^Druggist,  and  our  own 
staff  have  not  been  idle  either.  So  the  year  has  not  been 
unprogressive  when  "  a  mere  trade  paper  "  can  show  such  a 
record  as  that. 

In  Wider  Fields 

there  is  evidence  of  progress  too.  Foreign  pharmacists  have 
done  much  good  work  on  the  constitution  of  resins  and 
balsams,  Dr.  Karl  Dieterich  being  the  leader.  Essential-oil 
chemistry  has  been  advanced  in  Germany,  France,  and  the 
United  States.  The  controversy  on  the  C02  test  for  cinchona 
alkaloids,  originated  by  Kubli,  was  carried  into  this  year, 
and  after  all  is  over  we  seem  none  the  wiser  for  it.  Hesse's 
studies  in  the  production  of  bitterless  compounds  of  quinine 
have  been  fairly  successful,  but  the  comparative  [absence  of 
taste  seems  to  be  due  to  slow  solubility,  a  fact,  however, 
which  makes  euquinine  all  the  more  reliable  therapeutically. 
That  compound  is  perhaps  the  best  new  remedy  placed 
on  the  market  during  the  past  year.  A  few  score  of  new 
remedies  have  come  in  the  market  or  have  been  eulogised  in 
circulars,  but  one  needs  a  Pisgah  height  of  years  to  tell 
which  of  them  deserve  mention.  Dr.  Jowett's  observations 
in  the  Wellcome  Research  laboratories,  that  hyoscine  bydro- 
bromate  gives  a  characteristic  compound  with  gold  chloride, 
serves  as  an  offset  to  Dr.  Sharp's  statement  that  all  the 
mydriatic  alkaloids  are  atropine.  Pharmacognosists  have 
done  some  good  work  during  the  year;  thus  two  new 
species  of  strophanthus  have  been  recognised,  the  exact  con- 
ditions of  camphor-supply  in  Japan  have  been  noted,  and  in 
Switzerland  and  the  United  States  much  useful  histological 
work  has  been  done.  The  chemical  sensations  of  1896  were 
acetylene,  calcium  carbide,  and  helium.  The  first  two  are 
virtually  explosives,  and  are  treated  as  such  by  the  Home 
Office.  The  research  on  helium  is  progressing,  and, 
strange  to  say,  with  assistance  from  Professor  Dewar, 
who,  during  the  year,  has  had  to  defend  his  election 
as  President  of  the  Chemical  Society  against  the  attack  of 
supporters  of  helium's  discoverer.  The  most  notable  novelty 
in  the  chemistry  of  the  year  has  been  the  liquefaction  of 
fluorine  by  Moissan  and  Dewar.  Another  peculiar  aug- 
mentation to  chemical  knowledge  which  is  worth  mentior  J 


ing  is  the  fact  that  chemists  are  almost  agreed  that 
absolute  dryness  {i.e.,  freedom  from  water)  of  substances  is- 
unknown ;  therefore,  that  H20  must  be  reckoned  with  in  all 
chemical  reactions.  Study  of  the  Rontgen  rays  has  proceeded 
steadily  during  the  year.  We  completed  in  the  earlier  months  a 
series  of  articles  in  which  the  place  of  Rontgenography  in 
pharmacy  was  indicated.  A  Rontgen  society  has  been 
formed  in  London.  Application  of  the  rays  to  the  examina- 
tion of  alloys  (for  crystalline  structure),  of  drugs  (for 
adulterations),  and  of  clothes-portmanteaus  (for  Customs- 
purposes)  are  some  of  the  utilitarian  lines  which  the  new  light 
has  traversed  for  the  first  time  in  1897.  It  has  been 
a  good  photographic  year,  especially  in  regard  to  the  old' 
processes.  In  the  spring  there  was  a  startling  announce- 
ment about  a  French  process  of  photographing  in  Nature's- 
colours.  Some  excitement  followed,  the  process  was  de- 
scribed, the  pictures  seen  were  beautiful.  But  a  too  careful' 
critic  noticed  that  the  red  colour  of  the  roof-tiles  lapped 
into  the  blue  sky,  and  that  the  bright  tint  of  a  beauty's 
dress  clasped  her  bosom  overmuch.  The  year  ends  with 
Professor  Lippmann's  ten-year-old  process  still  in  the 
ascendant. 

The  Pharmacy/  Act. 

The  Pharmacy  Act  of  1863  has  been  administered  during 
the  year  with,  as  a  rule,  that  amount  of  vigour  combined 
with  discretion  which,  as  we  have  often  pointed  out,  has- 
done  so  much  in  recent  years  to  add  to  the  respect  in  which 
pharmacists  are  held,  and  which  has  proved  that  the  Act 
was  always  capable  of  serving  the  public  and  the  profession 
at  the  same  time.  An  appeal  to  the  High  Court  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  dismissed  a  few  weeks  ago,  but 
in  this  case  we  confess  we  do  not  quite  understand  the  pur- 
pose of  the  appellants.  In  July  the  Pharmaceutical  Society- 
sued  a  seedsman  at  Reading  for  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  poisons,  because  his  assistant  sold  to  an  agent  of  the- 
Society  a  tin  of  arsenical  weed-killer.  According  to  the 
evidence  for  the  defence  this  tin  was  the  only  one  in  the 
shop,  and  the  County  Court  Judge  found  as  a  fact  that  it  was- 
not  intended  for  sale.  He  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant. 
There  was  no  question  of  law  involved,  but  for  some  reason 
not  very  obvious  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  appealed  to  the 
High  Court,  and  were  defeated  on  the  ground  that  the  Court 
could  not  go  behind  the  County  Court  Judge's  finding  on  a< 
question  of  fact. 

Among  other  interesting  cases  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  the 
following  may  be  mentioned.  In  March,  contrary  to  the 
definite  interpretation  of  the  Act  by  the  High  Court,  Judge? 
French,  of  the  Bow  County  Court,  refused  to  impose  a 
penalty  on  an  unqualified  assistant  who  had  sold  laudanum. 
With  that  exception  County  Court  judges  in  England  have 
usually  shown  a  strong  desire  to  assist  in  the  enforcement  of 
an  Act  which  they  see  it  is  of  advantage  to  the  public  to  have 
respected.  Even  in  Scotland,  where  sheriffs  have  sometimes; 
allowed  their  prejudice  against  the  Act  to  overcome  their 
judicial  discretion,  the  result  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  cases 
brought  against  unqualified  doctors'  assistants  for  selling 
poisons  must  have  been  very  beneficial.  For  though  in  a  few 
cases  only  contemptuous  fines  are  imposed,  the  prosecutions 
were  much  discussed,  and  certain  medical  associations  passed 
resolutions  cordially  supporting  the  action  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

Mr.  Wallace,  who  described  himself  as  a  homoeopathic 
practitioner,  was  prosecuted  in  February  by  the  Treasury  for 
selling  his  "  specific,"  which  contained  aconite,  to  an  un- 
known person,  and  fined  51.,  and  another  51.  for  not  entering 
the  sale,  together  with  101.  12s.  6d.  costs.  He  was  again 
prosecuted  in  October,  when  the  fines  and  costs  came  to  62L 

A  person  was  fined  in  Leicester  for  exhibiting  the  word! 
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chemist  over  his  shop  in  the  form  of  stating  that  he  was 
"  from  "  a  firm  of  chemists  in  the  town. 

A  firm  of  haberdashers  sold  to  a  woman  who  kept  a  con- 
fectioners' shop  at  Wandsworth  some  farthing  packets  of 
Pharaoh's  serpents.  She  sold  one  to  a  child,  who  ate  it  and 
became  ill,  and  the  woman  sued  the  haberdashers  for  501. 
damages,  which  the  Wandsworth  County  Court  Judges 
ordered  them  to  pay,  partly  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
committed  a  breach  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  selling  such 
things  at  all. 

The  Pharmacy  Act  axd  Doctors'  Assistants. 
A  subject  was  raised  in  the  current  volume,  but  not  dis- 
cussed, to  the  extent  it  deserved,  as  to  the  dispensing  in 
doctors'  surgeries  by  unqualified  assistants.  It  was  alleged, 
and  beyond  all  doubt  truly,  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  in- 
fringed constantly  by  unqualified  assistants  dispensing  and 
selling  poisons  to  the  public  without  any  qualified  super- 
vision. The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  have 
not  yet  taken  any  notice  of  this  defiance  of  the  Act,  though 
a  matter  of  great  importance  is  involved. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 
Irish  pharmacists  have  been  much  perturbed  by  the  de- 
velopment of  company  pharmacy  in  their  midst,  especially 
when  it  was  announced  that  three  pharmaceutical  chemists 
holding  offices  in  the  Society — two  on  the  Council  and  one  on 
the  examining  board — had  combined  to  form  their  several 
businesses  into  an  incorporated  company.  These  were  Messrs. 
Hayes,  Conyngham,  and  Kobinson,  and  though  these  gentle- 
men insisted  that  their  articles  provided  for  the  permanent 
and  exclusive  management  of  their  businesses  by  qualified 
men,  they  did  not  thereby  satisfy  their  colleagues.  A 
resolution  condemning  company  pharmacy  in  the  abstract 
Was  carried  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  Mr. 
Robinson,  who  was  a  candidate  for  the  Council,  was  de- 
cisively beaten.  At  the  annual  meeting  Mr.  O'Sullivan 
was  chosen  to  replace  Mr.  Lyons,  who]  retired,  and  during 
the  year  Mr.  Charles  Evans,  Mr.  R.  M.  Lees,  Mr.  R.  Whitla, 
and  Mr.  E.  M.  Hodgson  also  resigned  their  seats,  for  which 
Dr.  J.  N.  Walsh,  Mr.  Wm.  D.  Porter  (Phipsborough),  Mr. 
McKnight  (Belfast),  and  Mr.  W.  Burns  (Cookstown)  were  re- 
spectively co-opted. 

Elementary  theoretical  chemistry  has  been  added  to  the 
subjects  required  for  the  Preliminary  examination,  and  the 
Council  have  resolved  to  award  a  gold  and  a  silver  medal  to 
the  best  and  second-best  candidates  for  their  licence  in  the 
year  if  the  marks  reach  a  certain  limit. 

The  Council  have  brought  several  actions  in  the  courts 
during  the  year  to  enforce  the  Act,  but  no  prominent  legal 
question  has  been  involved  in  any  of  these. 

Poor-law  Drug-contracts  in  Ireland. 
In  our  issue  of  February  27,  and  again  in  that  of  April  17> 
we  published  articles  on  this  subject  which  were  largely 
quoted  and  have  had  a  considerable  effect.  Our  contributors 
showed  specimens  of  the  tricks  by  which  contracts  for  drugs 
are  obtained,  and  suggested  ways  by  which  profits  are  made. 
No  doubt  the  agitation  of  which  these  articles  were  prominent 
signs  has  caused  guardians,  contractors,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  look  much  more  closely  into  these  con- 
tracts than  they  did  before,  and  to  see  that  they  arejproperly 
tendered  for  and  justly  carried  out. 

The  Empire  and  Pharmacy  Legislation. 
A  suggestion  with  a  view  to  bring  about  a  British  Empire 
pharmaceutical  qualification  was  sent  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Association  of  Quebec  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  and  read  at  the  January  meeting  of  the 


Council  of  the  latter  body.  It  was  dismissed  on  the  ground 
that  the  Act  rendered  such  an  arrangement  ultra  vires.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Victoria  raised  the  question  again 
with  the  British  Society  later,  and  since  then  that  Society 
and  the  Society  of  New  South  Wales  have  agreed  on  terms 
of  reciprocity  between  themselves.  New  South  Wales  has 
secured  a  Pharmacy  Act  this  year  after  many  years'  efforts, 
and  South  Australia  has  obtained  power  to  impose  an  annual 
registration-fee.  A  Pharmacy  Act  was  passed  in  Jersey  in 
August.  Some  comments  on  the  Natal  Pharmacy  Act  were 
published  on  April  17. 

Parliamentary  Results. 

The  Parliamentary  Session  yielded  nothing  of  direct  con- 
cern to  pharmacists.  The  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  a 
summary  which  is  printed  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  for  1898,  was  one  of  the  most  important  measures 
passed,  and  will  affect  all  manufacturers  and,  probably, 
wholesale  houses.  An  Act  legalising  transactions  by  metric 
weights  and  measures  was  passed,  but  is  not  likely  to  do 
much  towards  the  adoption  of  the  system. 

An  attempt  to  carry  a  Bill  for  the  registration  of  midwives 
with  the  object  of  ensuring  that  persons  who  assume  that 
description  shall  be  competent,  failed  partly  through  the 
jealousy  of  medical  practitioners. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  on  the 
lines  of  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  last  year 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Kearley,  but  was  suspended' 
owing  to  the  frequent  assurance  of  the  Government  that  they 
were  preparing  such  a  Bill.  The  one  which  was  introduced 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  towards  the  end  of  the 
Session  was  ridiculously  inadequate  to  meet  the  defects 
which  the  Committee  had  reported  to  exist  in  the  present 
law. 

The  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  joint-stock  com- 
panies got  through  a  second  reading  in  the  House  of  Lords 
and  into  a  Select  Committee.  A  good  deal  of  evidence  was 
taken,  but  the  prospects  of  an  early  change  in  the  law  were 
not  made  more  promising. 

Sir  John  Lubbock's  efforts  to  empower  trade  majorities  to 
enforce  early  closing  in  particular  districts,  supported  though 
they  were  by  the  shopkeeping  class  generally,  were  defeated ' 
by  the  exigencies  of  procedure.  His  recent  appeal  to  the 
Home  Secretary  to  adopt  the  measure  as  a  Government 
one  met  with  a  discouraging  reception. 

Carbolic  Acid. 
The  sanction  of  the  Privy  Council  in  Ireland  to  the  addi- 
tion of  carbolic  acid  to  the  poisons  schedule  has  been 
secured.  With  this  are  included  all  oxalates,  biniodide  of" 
mercury,  and  all  preparations  of  strychnine.  In  this  country 
the  extraordinary  anomaly  remains  of  refusing  to  recognise 
carbolic  acid  as  a  poison.  To  the  persistent  obstinacy  of  the 
Privy  Council  in  this  matter  may  be  traced  scores  of  fatal 
accidents  and  suicides,  for  to  the  absence  of  due  restrictions 
on  its  sale  is  attributable  the  fact  that  the  victims  of  carbolic 
acid  outnumber  those  of  nearly  all  other  poisons  combined. 
No  sort  of  reasonable  excuse  for  their  neglect  has  yet  been 
offered  by  the  Privy  Council  officials. 

The  P.A.T.A. 

There  has  been  no  indication  of  any  decline  in  the  en- 
thusiasm with  which  an  influential  section  of  the  trade  has 
supported  this  movement  towards  better  profits  on  pro- 
prietary articles.  The  effective  membership  of  the  Associa- 
tion is  now  stated  by  its  active  Secretary,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  to 
have  reached  3.0C0,  and  its  leaders  are  assuming  a  more 
militant  tone  as  they  feel  more  strength  behind  them. 
Photographic-dealers  and  grocers  have  forrred  sections  of 
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the  Association,  and  we  suppose  the  3,000  includes  a 
certain  number  from  these  trades.  Mr.  Willia  n  t  me<,  of 
Birmingham,  was  last  March  elected  President  of  the  Associa 
tion  in  succession  to  Mr.  John  Thompson.  Mr.  Jones  is  a 
representative  of  the  retail  chemists.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
Association  was  held  in  August,  but  was  not  a  great  success. 
The  objects  of  the  Association  have  been  discussed  in  our 
columns  during  the  past  three  months  with  much  fervour  and 
ability,  Mr.  Beecham,  Mr.  William  Day,  of  Southampton,  and 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  taking  the  leading  parts  in  the  controversy. 
The  leaders  of  the  P.A.T.A.  assert  that  the  discussion  has 
brought  them  a  number  of  new  members.  Mr.  Day  claims 
to  have  proved  that  the  Association  as  it  was  originally 
established  has  failed,  and  Mr.  Beecham  has  taken  an 
antagonistic  attitude  towards  the  Association,  while  at  the 
same  time  offering  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  local  asso- 
ciations of  pharmacists  to  prevent  the  extreme  cutting  of  his 
pills.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that  proprietors  and  retailers  have 
been  largely  influenced  by  the  P.A.T.A.,  so  that  at  this  time 
the  demand  of  the  latter  for  due  consideration  has  to  be 
reckoned  with  by  all  firms  who  are  trying  to  introduce  a 
speciality  to  the  public. 

The  revenue  from  medicine-stamps  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1897,  amounted  to  254,726/.,  the  largest  on  record. 

Limited  Companies. 
On  looking  through  the  companies  registered  in  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  past  year  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists  and  druggists  we  find  the  number  to 
have  been  41.  Curiously,  this  is  exactly  the  number  we 
reported  last  year,  while  in  1895  the  number  was  40.  We 
do  not  include  in  these  some  companies  which  take  power 
to  carry  on  this  business  without,  apparently,  any  distinct 
intention  of  doing  so.  The  application  of  the  limited-lia- 
bility principle  to  wholesale  and  manufacturing  firms  con- 
tinues to  make  progress.  Among  those  specially  connected 
with  the  drug  and  allied  trades  which  we  have  reported 
during  the  year  may  be  named  the  Daisy,  Marsballs,  the 
Thornton  -  Pickard  Manufacturing  Company,  Powell  & 
Barstow,  H.  Gilbertson  &  Sons,  J.  &  J.  Colman,  Vimbos, 
George  R.  Sims'  Hair  Restorer  Company,  Angier  Chemical 
Company,  Rowntree  &  Co.,  Apollinaris  &  Johannis,  W.  J. 
Bush  &  Co.,  Homocea,  Saccharin  Corporation,  J.  C.  Eno,  A. 
J.  White,  Stephen  Smith  &  Co.,  Whittaker,  Ross  (optician), 
Galen  Manufacturing  Company,  and  Holloway's  Wine  Com- 
pany. 

From  a  Commercial  Standpoint. 
When  all  the  accounts  of  the  year's  commerce  are  made 
up  it  will  probably  be  found  that  1897  has  been  fairly  satis- 
factory from  the  point  of  view  of  national  prosperity, 
although  the  second  half  of  the  year  has  belied  the  ex- 
cellent promise  of  the  first  months.  The  Jubilee  celebrations 
have  not  been  attended  by  the  great  commercial  activity 
which  was  expected  in  many  quarters,  and  the  engineering 
strike  (which  will  probably  stand  out,  when  time  allows  us 
to  see  things  in  their  true  proportions,  as  the  second  great 
historical  event  of  1897  in  this  country)  has  left  its  imprint 
upon  the  business-returns  "of  the  autumn  months.  We  do 
not  attach  to  the  monthly  Board  of  Trade  returns  the 
supreme  importance  with  which  it  is  the  habit  to  treat 
them,  but  the  decline  to  the  value  of  207,953/.  in  our  ex 
ports  of  machinery  and  mill-work  for  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber alone,  as  compared  with  November  1896,  is  a  fact  of 
which  no  amount  of  argument  can  explain  away  the  sig- 
nificance. With  this  one  unfortunate  exception  our  exports 
of  British  goods  for  November  show  a  big  increase  under 
every  head,  and  give  plenty  of  indication  of  a  satisfactory 


condition  of  business  with  foreign  parts.  But,  comparing 
the  eleven  months  ending  November  30,  of  1897,  with  the  same 
period  of  1896,  we  find  that  the  exports  of  goods  produced 
in  the  United  Kingdom  have  decreased  from  219,910,134/. 
to  215,047,822/.  worth,  or  by  2J-  per  cent.  This  decline  is 
partly  balanced,  however,  by  an  advance  of  8J  per  cent, 
(from  50,584,522^.  to  54,844,499/.)  in  the  value  of  our  re- 
exports of  Iforeign  and  colonial  goods.  Our  imports  from 
abroad  continue  to  increase,  a  fact  which,  whatever  else  may 
be  said  about  it,  at  any  rate  shows  John  Bull's  solvency,  as 
well  as  his  continued  healthy  appetite,  for  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  the  increased  imports  fall  under  the  heading  of 
"  foods  and  drinks."  There  has  been  a  large  decrease  in  the 
imports  of  chemicals  (from  6,350.380/.  to  5,591,546/.),  but  in 
the  export-department  chemicals  and  medicines  of  British 
manufacture  have  increased  by  6  per  cent,  (from  7,513,352/. 
to  7,959,214/.).  The  Board  of  Trade  statistics  alone;  however, 
are  not  by  themselves  a  trustworthy  guide  to  the  condition 
of  our  national  commerce.  For  that  purpose  they  must  be 
taken  in  conjunction  with  statistics  relating  to  railway  and 
canal  traffic,  banking  returns,  and  many  other  data. 

Foreign  Competition. 
The  scare  about  the  alleged  growth  of  foreign  competition, 
which  was  such  a  prominent  feature  of  1896,  has  simmered 
down.  It  has  done  much  harm,  but  also  some  good,  because 
it  has  shown  several  places  in  our  educational,  commercial, 
and  industrial  life  where  reform  is  needed,  and  has  imbued 
numbers  of  people  with  the  determination  to  do  their  utmost 
to  prevent  this  country  from  being  overtaken  in  the  industrial 
struggle.  So  far  as  Germany  is  concerned,  it  has  been  pretty 
well  shown  that,  although  the  industries  of  that  country 
have  lately  developed  at  a  quicker  rate  than  our  own,  German 
competition  is  not  our  greatest,  or  even  a  serious  danger. 
That  danger  lies,  if  anywhere,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Early  in  1897  the  Board  of  Trade  issued  a 
"  Memorandum,"  containing  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
statistics,  mostly  of  a  reassuring  character,  on  British 
compared  with  foreign  trade.  In  August  a  ponderous  Blue- 
book  was  published  by  the  Colonial  Office,  containing 
the  replies  to  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain's  circular  letter  of 
November  28,  1895,  on  foreign  competition  in  British 
colonies.  Here,  also,  the  general  conclusions  were  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  British  manufacturer  was  shown,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Colonial  Office,  to  be  still  supreme  in  the 
capacity  to  put  the  best  classes  of  goods  on  the  market,  and 
in  his  hold  upon  trade  in  goods  of  the  best  quality,  certain 
exceptions  being  allowed  in  the  case  of  the  United  States. 
But  it  was  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  big  market  for  cheap 
rubbish,  and  that  in  this  department  foreign  manufacturers 
are  gaining  ground,  with  the  danger  that  ultimately  a  portion 
of  the  better-class  trade  may  be  diverted  to  them  also. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Wakes  Up. 
The  energy  displayed  by  the  Colonial  Office  has  reacted 
upon  the  Board  of  Trade,  which,  in  September,  appointed  a 
committee  from  among  its  officials  and  independent  com- 
mercial men  "  to  consider  and  advise  as  to  the  best  means  of 
procuring  and  diffusing  among  British  traders  prompter 
commercial  information  from  abroad  than  is  now  available, 
and  as  to  the  desirability  of  instituting  an  exhibition  of 
samples."  The  committee  has  sat  at  Whitehall  for  some 
months,  but  its  deliberations  are  private,  and  up  to  the 
present  it  is  not  known  whether  any  practical  result  will  be 
achieved.  The  "  exhibition  "  idea  appears  to  be  a  develop- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Office  scheme  for  exhibiting  at  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  elsewhere  samples  of 
foreign  goods  competing  with  our  own  in  British  colonies 
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We  doubt  whether  the  free  advertisement  given  to  foreign 
"  rubbish,"  by  these  exhibitions  does  not  exceed  their 
educational  effect  upon  British  manufacturers.  As  a  nation 
we  are  too  prone  to  think  that  because  we  ourselves  despise 
"rubbish,"  and  are  unequal  to  the  task  of  making  its  manu- 
facture the  staple  of  our  trade,  as  foreigners  do,  there- 
fore "  rubbish "  is  not  wanted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
demand  for  very  cheap  goods  is  already  enormously  large  and 
is  bound  to  increase  greatly  within  the  next  twenty  years. 
Not  content  with  the  committee  above  referred  to,  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  announced  that  they  are  going  to  send  a 
special  commissioner  to  South  and  Central  America  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  and  prospects  of  our  trade  with 
those  countries.  This  was  in  July,  but  so  far  as  we  know  no 
one  has  yet  been  sent  on  this  "  mission."  It  may  be  a 
question  whether  all  this  missionarising  and  exhibiting  and 
blue-booking  is  not  being  a  little  overdone.  This  much  is 
certain,  that  if  the  British  manufacturer  and  trader  of  the 
early  years  of  the  twentieth  century  still  finds  the  foreigner 
competing  with  him,  he  will  nob  bj  able  to  cite  the  supine- 
ness  of  the  Board  of  Trade  or  the  Colonial  Office  as  the 
cause. 

The  Meechandise  Maeks  Act. 
A  conviction  has  gradually  formed  itself  in  the  minds  of 
a  large  section  of  the  commercial  community  that  the 
operation  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  of  1887  has  been 
the  reverse  of  favourable  to  our  commerce.  In  order  to 
arrive  at  a  definite  understanding  of  this  question  a  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  was  appointed  last  Session  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Act.  In  September  the  Committee, 
by  a  majority  of  one,  reported  that  the  Act  had  been  "  upon 
the  whole"  beneficial — that  it  had,  to  a  great  extent,  stopped 
the  fraudulent  practices  against  which  it  was  directed.  The 
minority  of  the  Committee,  chiefiyjepresenting  the  shipping 
interest,  were  dead  against  the  Act,  which,  they  said,  had 
done  immense  injury  to  the  shipping  and  transit-trade 
interests  of  the  country.  The  report  recommended  that 
firms  in  Britain  should  be  allowed  to  put  Jtheir  names  on 
goods  of  foreign  manufacture  with  the  addition  of  some  such 
words  as  "  Sold  by  "  ;  also  that  "  Made  abroad  "  shall  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  '"Made  in"  whatever  country  the  goods 
come  from  ;  and  further,  that  the  Customs  shall  exercise  more 
liberality  in  the  treatment  of  goods  that  touch  our  ports  in 
transit  only.  With  regard  to  the  "  Made  abroad "  sugges- 
tion, we  fear  that  foreign  manufacturers  will  not  be  anxious 
to  forego  the  excellent  advertisement  which  the  stamping  of 
their  name  and  address  upon  their  goods  has  given  them  in 
all  British  markets. 

Canadian  Teade-peospects. 
The  principal  event  of  the  year  in  connection  with  colonial 
tariff  legislation  has  been  the  passing  of  a  new  Customs  Act 
by  the  Dominion  of  Canada  in  which  all  nations  who  admit 
Canadian  goods  on  favourable  terms  are  allowed,  up  to 
July  30,  1898,  a  rebate  of  1U  per  cent.,  and  after  that  date 
a  rebate  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  Canadian  tariff. 
The  Act  was  specially  meant  to  benefit  the  United  Kingdom 
and  N.S.  Wales,  which  are  the  only  countries  that  admit 
Canadian  goods  free,  but  a  host  of  other  nations,  who  do  not 
treat  the  Canadians  at  all  well  fiscally,  had  the  assurance  to 
demand  the  rebate  for  their  goods  also.  In  the  case  of 
Germany  and  Belgium  the  claim  was  founded  upon  the 
commercial  treaties  of  1865  between  those  countries  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  in  which  we  undertook  not  to  allow  any 
colony  of  ours  to  put  upon  German  and  Belgian  goods 
higher  duties  than  were  charged  on  our  own.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  the  claim  was  a  good  one  at  law,  and  it  has 
accordingly  been  conceded  ;  but  the  British  Government  there- 


upon at  once  denounced  the  German  and  Belgian  treaties  of 
1865.    From  July  or  August  of  next  year  onward  British 
goods  will  therefore  be  allowed  to  enter  Canada  upon  pay- 
ment of  three-quarters  of  the  ordinary  Customs  duty.    Other  1 
nations  will  not  be  necessarily  debarred  the  same  privilege, 
but  its  extension  is  contingent  upon  their  treating  Canadian 
goods  in  a  friendly  spirit,  which  none  of  them  are  likely  to 
do.    The  rebate  now  allowed  to  Germany  and  other  conti-' 
nental  nations  will  lapse  in  August  next.    Another  result  of' 
the  new  Canadian  trade  policy  is  that  next  summer  we  shall 
be  without  Customs  treaties  with  Germany  and  Belgium, 
unless  new  ones  are  made  before  then.    Germany,  it  may  be 
pointed  out,  is  about  to  frame  a  new  Customs  tariff,  still 
more  protective  than  her  present  one,  and  a  commission  is' 
now  sitting  in  Berlin  to  prepare  it. 

The  New  Ameeican  Taeife. 
The  principal  commercial  event  of  the  year  abroad  has 
been  the  passing  by  the  U.S.  Congress  of  a  new  Tariff  Act,' 
known  as  the  Dingley  Act.  It  is  much  more  protectionist' 
than  the  Wilson  law,  which  it  replaced,  and  nearly  as  much 
so  as  the  notorious  first  McKinley  tariff  of  a  few  years  ago. 
The  measure  came  into  force  on  July  24.  Just  before  that 
date  there  was  a  big  rush  to  get  merchandise  cleared  at  the 
American  Custom-houses  under  the  old  Act,  and  from  early 
in  the  year  until  the  passing  of  the  Act  business  with  the 
United  States  was  unusually  brisk,  especially  in  articles  upon 
which  it  was  thought  that  the  duty  would  be  raised,  such  as 
heavy  chemicals,  opium,  and  various  other  drugs.  Our  own 
chemical-manufacturers  and  druggists  profited  considerably 
from  this  activity,  but  they  have  had  to  pay  for  the  excite- 
ment in  diminished  trade  since  the  Bill  became  law.  The 
measure  has  again  demonstrated  the  importance  of  the 
United  States  to  the  world's  commerce.  In  spite  of  pro- 
tection, America  is  by  far  our  best  customer.  Her  purchasing- 
power  is  second  only  to  that  of  Britain,  and  in  many 
branches  of  our  trade,  not  the  least  in  drugs  and  chemicals, 
buoyancy  in  the  United  States  means  activity  in  Britain. 
The  reverse  of  course  also  holds  good,  for  we  receive  a  far 
larger  money-value  of  goods  from  the  States  every  year  than 
we  send  her. 

Teade  in  the  Fab  East. 
No  foreign  markets  have  attracted  more  attention  of  late 
than  China  and  Japan.  The  latter,  which  is  an  important 
customer  for  European  drugs  and  chemicals,  is  about  to 
revise  her  Customs  tariff  and  will  probably  increase  con- 
siderably her  duties  on  articles  in  which  druggists  are  inte- 
rested. Until  recently  Japan's  treaty-obligations  with 
European  states  prevented  her  from  doing  so,  but  she  has 
now  practically  gained  liberty  in  respect  to  such  legislation. 
As  for  China,  whatever  may  be  the  political  future  of  that 
country,  she  will  not  in  future  be  able  to  maintain  her 
traditional  policy  of  commercial  reserve.  We  have  on 
various  occasions  given  useful  business-hints  to  drug-firms 
desirous  of  extending  their  trade  with  China,  and  in  our 
issue  of  October  2  we  published  some  special  information 
supplied  by  H.M.  Consul  at  Amoy  on  the  subject  of  trade- 
marks and  labels  for  goods  for  the  Chinese  market.  These 
we  hope  to  supplement  shortly. 

Rindebpest,  Plague,  and  Business  Depeession. 
The  rinderpest  epidemic  in  South  Africa  and  the  plague 
that  has  visited  India  have  caused  an  increased  demand  for 
certain  disinfectants,  but  this  was  but  a  poor  compen-. 
sation  for  the  loss  in  business  generally,  owing  to  the 
calamities  that  befell  these  important  markets.  Rival 
researchers  are  still  endeavouring  (not  always  in  a  spirit  of 
friendly  emulation)  to  isolate  the  rinderpest  microbe — so  far 
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without  success.  At  home  the  great  alkali  industry  is 
passing  through  an  unusual  period  of  depression.  The 
United  Alkali  Company  paid,  for  1896,  a  dividend  of  2  per 
cent,  on  their  ordinary  shares,  which  was  an  improvement 
over  the  previous  year,  but  since  then  American  purchases  of 
alkali  have  grown  less.  Even  the  firm  of  Brunner,  Mond  & 
Co.  (Limited),  who  work  under  great  technical  advan- 
tages, are  feeling  the  pinch  of  depression.  Nearly  all  the 
manufacturing  departments  at  Northwich  are  on  short  time, 
and  recently  at  a  public  function  in  his  district  Sir  John 
Brunner  referred  warningly  to  the  greatly  diminished  oppor- 
tunities for  employment  in  the  centre  of  the  alkali-trade, 
adding  that  the  demand  for  alkali  from  the  United  States 
might  possibly  cease  altogether  in  the  not  very  remote  future. 
Nevertheless,  the  directors  of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  have 
been  able  to  declare  an  interim  dividend  of  20  per  cent, 
for  the  half-year  ending  on  September  13  last.  It  has  also 
to  be  noted  that  the  output  of  alkali  is  rapidly  extending  in 
various  continental  countries,  and  that  the  manufacture 
of  electrolytic  alkali  is  beginning  to  assume  commercial 
importance. 

The  Drawback  on  Exported  Spibits. 
So  far  as  public  work  is  concerned  the  organisations  that 
represent  the  drug-trade  have  been  almost  quiescent  during 
the  year,  from  which  it  may,  perhaps,  be  inferred  that  our 
druggists  have  been  too  busy  with  their  own  affairs  to  give 
much  time  to  agitation  for  reforms.  In  January  a  com- 
mittee of  representatives  of  the  Society  for  Chemical 
Industry,  the  Drug  Club,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  feasibility  of  extending 
the  drawback  regulations  on  tinctures,  to  spirits  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals  and  alkaloids.  The  committee, 
in  February,  forwarded  certain  "  recommendations  "  to  the 
Excise  authorities,  but  the  negotiations  have  apparently  led 
to  no  result.  With  regard  to  the  export  of  tinctures,  some 
minor  orders  have  been  issued  increasing  the  facilities  given. 
In  proof  that  this  concession  has  been  a  great  boon  to  the 
British  drug-trade,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  during  the  six 
months  from  April  to  September  inclusive  31,994  proof 
gallons  of  spirits  were  exported  in  the  form  of  tinctures,  &c, 
under  the  drawback-regulations,  against  25,619  proof  gallons 
during  the  same  period  of  1896. 

On  April  6  a  deputation,  consisting  in  part  of  drug-mer- 
chants, waited  upon  the  Postmaster-General,  in  order  to  ask 
for  increased  facilities  for  carrying  liquids  by  sample-post, 
■a  question  of  much  interest  to  the  drug-trade.  Here,  also, 
no  success  was  achieved,  and  for  the  present  our  traders 
must  remain  content  to  do  without  the  facilities  that  are 
-readily  given  by  the  Post  Offices  of  all  other  civilised 
countries. 

Secret  Trade-commissions. 
In  February  the  Council  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce appointed  a  commission  "  to  inquire  into  the  pernicious 
practice  of  giving  and  receiving  secret  trade-commissions." 
it  has  been  generally  assumed  that  this  body,  like  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  committee  on  dock-charges,  had 
died  of  inanition,  which  would  have  been  the  greater  pity 
■because  the  subject  is  one  of  vital  interest  to  our  trade,  and 
deserves  to  be  thoroughly  probed.  Ruthless  exposure  of  the 
ascertained  facts  would  do  much  good,  but  we  are  afraid 
that  the  most  expert  committee,  even  though  backed  by  all 
the  forces  of  the  Legislature,  would  find  it  impossible  to 
stamp  out  bribery  of  this  kind.  Upon  inquiry  at  the 
■Chamber  of  Commerce,  however,  we  are  informed  that  the 
"Secret  Trade-commissions  Committee  have  held  a  number 
of  meetings,  and  acquired  a  mass  of  evidence,  which  is  now 
utider  consideration."  We  may  therefore  still  look  forward 
to  some  results. 


The  Public  Sales. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  order  or  method  of 
holding  public  sales  in  Mincing  Lane  this  year,  except  in  the 
case  of  shellac.  In  January  a  committee  of  shellac  brokers, 
merchants,  and  importers,  by  twenty-six  votes  to  thirteen, 
decided  to  hold  the  public  sales  of  shellac  every  alternate 
Tuesday,  instead  of  every  Tuesday,  and  this  decision  was  put 
in  force  at  the  auctions  of  January  12.  It  was  further 
decided  that  all  the  shellac  to  be  offered  for  sale  must  be 
declared  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  auctions,  no  addi- 
tions or  withdrawals  being  permitted  after  that  day.  This 
proviso  had  become  necessary  because  speculators  had  made 
it  a  fine  art  to  advertise  huge  quantities  of  shellac  for  sale 
and  suddenly  withdraw  them  on  the  auction-day,  or  vice 
versa,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  "rigging"  the  market. 

Essential  Oils. 
This  journal  has  continued  during  1897  to  devote  much 
space  to  the  important  commercial  and  scientific  questions 
relating  to  the  purity  of,  and  the  trade  in,  essential  oils. 
Among  the  oils  which  have  attracted  special  attention  this 
year  are  otto  of  rose,  Sicilian  essences,  star-anise  oil,  and  oil 
of  lemongrass.  Various  Bulgarian  correspondents  have 
written  concerning  the  crop  and  the  physical  properties  of 
otto,  and  early  in  the  year  an  interesting  correspondence  took 
place  on  the  subject,  in  which  Mr.  M.  Conroy,  F.C.S  ,  and 
others  took  part.  Messrs.  A.  Soldini  and  E.  Berte,  of 
Messina,  and  other  chemists  have  written  on  oil  of  lemon, 
and  in  our  issue  of  August  7  we  were  able  to  give  the  full  text 
of  a  new  law,  just  then  enacted  by  the  Italian  Government, 
intended  to  stop  the  adulteration  of  oils  of  lemon,  bergamot, 
and  orange.  So  far  as  one  can  judge  by  the  samples  of 
Sicilian  oils  still  offered  for  sale  in  this  country,  the  measure 
has  not  been  eminently  successful.  In  January,  an  absurd 
statement  went  the  round  of  the  daily  press  to  the  effect  that 
the  British  lavender  industry  was  on  the  verge  of  extinction, 
a  statement  which,  of  course,  could  not  have  appeared  in 
any  journal  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  industry 
Within  the  past  two  months  consignments  of  star- 
anise  oil  adulterated  with  kerosene  up  to  the  extent 
of  56  per  cent,  have  been  received  directly  from 
China.  Fortunately  the  fraud  was  detected  before 
the  oil  went  into  consumption,  and  prompt  measures  were 
taken  to  stop  the  traffic.  Meanwhile  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  the  Chinese  star-anise  oil  of  commerce  (hitherto  an 
article  of  which  the  purity  was  generally  taken  for  granted) 
has  received  a  severe  shock,  much  to  the  detriment  of  the 
trade  in  the  commodity.  Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S. ,  one  of 
our  leading  authorities  on  the  chemistry  of  essential  oils, 
has  lately  called  attention  to  the  desirability  of  selling 
lemongrass  oil  by  its  citral-content,  in  the  same  way  as 
cassia  oil  is  now  generally  sold  by  its  cinnamic-aldehyde 
content.  More  is  likely  to  be  heard  on  this  subject, 
especially  now  that  lemongrass  oil  has  acquired  unusual 
importance  as  a  material  for  the  manufacture  of  ionone. 
Mr.  Umney  states  that  the  proportion  of  citral  in  commercial 
samples  of  lemongrass  oil  examined  by  him  has  varied  from 
44  to  75  per  cent. 

Saccharin. 

In  April  the  saccharin -war,  which  had  been  raging  for  a 
considerable  time  without  the  combatants  ever  coming  to 
close  quarters,  was  suddenly  ended  for  the  time  being  by  the 
formation  of  the  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited),  an 
organisation  with  200,000/.  capital,  in  which  various  parties 
"  pooled  "  their  interests.  The  principal  contracting- parties 
were  Messrs.  Wilson,  Salaman  &  Co.  (who  hold  the  English 
patents  for  Fahlberg's  saccharin)  and  the  Societe  Chimique 
des  Usines  du  Rhone,  who  had  been  selling  their  own 
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saccharin  herein  competition  with  Fahlberg's  agents.  Three 
or  four  other  makers  were  also  represented.  Not  long  after 
the  formation  of  the  Corporation  fresh  troubles  began  to 
brew,  and  within  the  past  few  months  actions  have  been 
commenced  against  several  alleged  infringers  of  the  Corpora- 
tion's patents.  A  Manchester  firm  has  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge, and  an  interesting  legal  fight  may  be  looked  forward 
to  early  next  year. 

Synthetic  Indigo. 
An  invention  which  threatens  with  gradual  extinction  one 
■of  the  principal  industries  of  British  India  made  its  appear- 
ance in  commerce  almost  unobserved  a  few  months  ago.  We 
refer  to  synthetic  indigo.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  know- 
ledge that  pure  indigo-blue  was  produced  from  coal-tar  a 
good  many  years  ago  by  Professor  Bayer,  of  Munich,  but  the 
material  was  not  then  of  commercial  interest,  because  it 
could  not  be  produced  at  a  price  to  compete  with  the  plant- 
product.  The  company  who  now  claim  to  have  solved 
the  question  offer  their  synthetic  indigo  at  a  price  about 
40  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  vegetable  product,  but  it  is 
believed  that,  if  necessary,  they  could  produce  it  at  a  much 
lower  figure.  The  new  article  has  not  yet  been  practically 
tested  sufficiently  long  to  say  positively  whether  it  will 
replace  plant-indigo,  but  there  is  every  reason  for  users  of 
indigo  to  take  the  newcomer  seriously. 

Legal  Cases. 

The  legal  cases  of  the  year  have  not  been  of  exceptional 
interest.  One  of  the  most  important  was  the  judgment  of 
the  House  of  Lords  in  the  Yorkshire  Relish  case.  Mr. 
Justice  Stirling,  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
House  of  Lords  were  unanimous  in  deciding  that  this  valu- 
able title,  though  it  had  been  removed  from  the  register  of 
trade-marks  as  non-registrable,  could  be  protected  just  as 
perfectly  as  if  it  was  registered.  An  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Californian  Fig-syrup  Company  to  get  an  injunction 
against  an  English  company  who  were  selling  an  American 
fig-syrup  was  successful  before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  but 
failed  when  it  was  carried  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

A  costly  litigation  was  fought  in  February  between  the 
representatives  of  Madame  Saxlehner,  the  proprietress  of  the 
Hunyadi-J;inos  water,  and  the  Apollinaris  Company,  in 
respect  to  the  right  claimed  by  the  latter  to  use  the  word 
Hunyadi  in  connection  with  their  Apenta-water.  It  was 
decided  that  the  Apollinaris  Company  had  not  this  right. 

An  action  under  the  Factory  Act  was  brought  in  March 
against  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  the  point  of  interest  in 
which  was  that  a  druggists'  sundries  warehouse  was  declared 
by  a  magistrate  to  come  within  the  Act.  The'  case  was  not 
carried  to  a  higher  Court. 

The  Hayward's  Heath  Magistrates  gave  an  important  de- 
cision, fining  a  chemist  for  selling  a  bottle  of  spirits  without 
a  licence,  though  he  held  the  authority  of  the  Excise  depart- 
ment granted  until  the  next  licensing  sessions,  as  had  been 
the  custom  for  many  years,  on  the  private  recommendation 
of  two  magistrates. 

The  Kingston  Magistrates  refused  to  renew  a  licence 
granted  to  a  chemist,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  undertaken 
to  limit  his  sales  to  medicated  wines  and  then  had  sold  other 
wines.  The  chemist  successfully  appealed.  It  was  shown 
that  the  Magistrates  had  no  sort  of  power|  to  make  such  a 
condition. 

Actions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  have  been 
numerous,  but  not  eventful.  The  principal  question  now  at 
issue  is  the  legality  of  adding  preservatiyes  such  as  salicylic 
acid  or  boric  acid  to  articles  of  food.  Decisions  have 
varied,  but  generally  convictions  have  resulted.  The  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon  Magistrates  in  January  dismissed  a  summon 


in  respect  of  an  orange-quinine  wine  containing  9  gr.  of 
salicylic  acid  to  the  pint,  but  the  Swindon  Magistrates  in 
November  fined  the  seller  of  apparently  the  same  wine, 
though  it  should  be  stated  that  in  the  latter  case  evidence  of 
a  deficiency  of  alcohol  was  al>o  given.  Raspberry-wine  con- 
taining 130  gr.  of  salicylic  acid  to  the  gallon  was  found  to 
be  not  objectionable  at  Liverpool,  but  in  the  same  courtafine 
was  imposed  for  selling  lime-juice  cordial  containing  100  gr. 
of  salicylic  acid  to  the  gallon  Preservatives  added  to  milk 
and  butter  have  generally  been  declared  illegal. 

Penny  bottles  of  glycerine  sold  in  the  Midlands  were 
found  to  be  either  diluted  with  water  or  adulterated  with 
glucose  syrup ;  saffron  containing  36  per  cent,  of  barium 
sulphate,  olive  oil  composed  wholly  or  partially  of  cotton- 
seed oil,  spent  ginger,  ginger-powder  adulterated  with  rice- 
starch,  Gregory's  powder  made  with  carbonate  of  magnesia 
instead  of  with  calcined  magnesia,  seidlitz-powders  not  made 
according  to  the  B. P.,  soda-water  without  the  B.P.  proportion 
of  soda,  tincture  of  rhubarb  minus  saffron,  and  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether  not  corresponding  to  the  B.P.  have  been  the 
principal  subjects  of  prosecutions. 

We  have  reported  several  actions  against  chemists  for  in- 
accurate dispensing,  and  chemists  were  prosecuted  at  Brent- 
ford and  Sunbury  for  selling  as  glycerine  and  lime-juice  a 
preparation  declared  to  contain  no  glycerine.  In  one  of  the 
cases  the  sample  was  referred  to  Somerset  House,  glycerine 
was  certified  to  be  present,  and  the  summons  was  dismissed. 

We  may  here  note  that  the  Government  laboratory  which 
has  for  many  years  done  g'ood  work  at  Somerset  House,  both 
for  the  revenue  and  in  connection  with  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  has  outgrown  its  accommodation  there,  and  in 
October  last  the  staff  was  moved  to  a  new  building  near  the 
Law  Courts,  where  every  necessary  appliance  for  carrying  on 
the  work  in  the  mcs'  scientific  manner  is  provided.  A 
description  of  the  new  laboratories,  with  sketches  and  por- 
traits of  the  principal  (Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe)  and  the  deputy- 
principal  (Mr.  Bannister),  was  given  in  our  issue  for 
October  2. 

A  London  chemist  who  bought  stolen  syphons  was  tried 
at  the  Middlesex  Sessions  in  March,  but  was  acquitted  in  the 
belief  that  he  did  not  buy  them  with  a  guilty  knowledge, 
though  the  jury  expressed  the  opinion  that  he  had  mani- 
fested great  indiscretion. 

The  High  Court  of  Scotland  has,  on  appeal,  reversed  a  deci- 
sion of  a  lower  Court  in  respect  of  dental  titles.  An  unregis- 
tered person  used  the  announcement  ,;  American  dentistry," 
and  on  one  of  his  doors  was  a  plate  with  the  words  "  Dental 
Office."  The  lower  Court  convicted  him  under  the  Dentists 
Act,  but  the  High  Court  held  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
use  of  these  titles  infringing  the  Act. 

The  death  of  a  lady  in  London  from  the  use  of  a  benzine 
hair-wash,  which  seems  to  have  inflamed  spontaneously, 
probably  by  an  electric  spark  generated  while  the  hair  was 
being  rubbed,  suggested  a  number  of  prosecutions  under  the 
Petroleum  Act.  These  were  undertaken  by  the  London 
County  Council,  and  were  mostly  directed  against  hair- 
dressers. In  some  of  the  cases  rather  heavy  fines  were  im- 
posed. 

An  important  action  testing  the  validity  of  the  English 
patents  for  saccharin  has  just  been  commenced. 

Hoxoubs. 

We  have  reported  an  interesting  presentation  of  a  souvenir 
album  to  Professor  Attfield  by  some  1,200  of  his  pupils  and 
friends ;  the  conferment  of  knighthoods  on  Sir  Edward 
Frankland  and  Sir  William  Crookes,  the  chemists,  and  on 
Sir  G.  Duffy,  the  Government  inspector  of  the  Irish  pharma- 
ceutical examinations;  the  award  of  the  Hanbury  medal  to 
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Dr.  J.  E.  de  Vrij  and  of  the  Fliickiger  medal  to  Mr.  E.  M. 
Holmes ;  and  the  election  of  Mr.  Robert  Gibson,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  to  the  distinguished  position  of  Lord  Mayor 
of  Manchester. 

The  Death-list 
cannot  be  avoided.  The  first  loss  we  had  to  announce  this 
year  was  that  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Schacht,  of  Clifton,  which 
occurred  on  December  26,  1896.  Our  obituary  also  includes 
among  pharmacists  the  names  of  Thomas  Blanshard,  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  Henry  Downer,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ;  W.  T.  Shorthose, 
formerly  the  proprietor  of  the  business  of  Roberts  &  Co.,  of 
Paris  ;  John  Kemp,  formerly  of  Brighton  ;  F.  M.  Rimmington, 
of  Bradford  ;  A.  H.  Squire,  one  of  the  Queen's  chemists  ;  Pope 
Roach,  of  St.  James's  Street ;  Max  Buchner,  a  German  chemist, 
formerly  in  business  in  London ;  John  Bristed,  of  Margate; 
Joseph  Woodcock,  of  Liverpool ;  and  William  Prott,  of 
Belfast.  Sir  G.  B.  Owens  and  Dr.  Collins,  both  original 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland ;  Dr. 
Hager,  the  well-known  German  writer  on  pharmacy ;  Dr. 
Bourgoin,  a  French  pharmacien  and  deputy  ;  Carl  Fresenius, 
of  Wiesbaden  ;|  and  Victor  Meyer,  of  Heidelberg,  among 
scientists  ;  Henry  Lyman,  of  Montreal ;  H.  G.  Hotchkiss,  the 
well  known  peppermint-distiller;  and  J.  Hickisson,  familiar 
in  the  drug-trade  as  the  proprietor  of  a  popular  marking- 
ink,  among  commercial  men  ;  and  P.  L.  Simmonds,  once  a 
frequent  writer  on  pharmaceutical  topics,  are  among  the 
best-known  names  which  have  figured  in  our  obituaries. 


TEMPERANCE  CIDER. 

From  our  legal  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Excise 
authorities  have  been  prosecuting  a  number  of  shopkeepers 
in  and  about  Torquay  and  Totnes  for  selling  cider  without 
being  licensed.  Fines  and  costs  varying  from  20s.  to  50s. 
were  imposed,  although  the  Magistrates  in  all  cases  declared 
that  there  had  been  no  intention  of  evading  the  law.  It 
seems  to  us  that  these  shopkeepers  have  been  rather  hardly 
dealt  with.    The  beverage  was  put  up  in  bottles  labelled — 

"  Symonia,  cider-nectar,  non-intoxicating,  refreshing,  delicious," 
and — 

"  Sydrina,  a  non-intoxicating,  refreshing,  and  invigorating  fruit- 
drink." 

The  Government  Analyst,  however,  proved  that  samples  of 
these  drinks,  purchased  at  some  half-dozen  different  shops, 
contained  from  2-6  to  5  7  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  and  that  the 
liquor  was  cider  mixed  with  sugar-solution.  As  ordinary  cider 
contains  from  3  to  7  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  and  can  only  be 
sold  by  duly-licensed  persons,  we  suppose  the  Magistrates 
had  no  option  but  to  fine  the  sellers.  But  it  appears  to  us 
that  the  law  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  these  drinks  is  very  much 
in  need  of  amendment.  Labels  similar  to  those  on  the 
beverages  referred  to  ought  surely  to  exempt  ordinary  retail 
traders  from  liability  to  such  prosecutions,  and  the  Excise 
should  obtain  powers  to  proceed  against  the  manufacturers 
of  such  beverages,  instead  of  against  retail  shopkeepers,  who 
must  rely  on  the  statements  and  labels  of  the  makers.  In 
fairness  to  Messrs.  Symon  &  Co.,  the  makers  of  the  beverages 
under  notice,  it  ought  to  be  said  that  they  themselves  appear 
to  have  been  somewhat  misled  by  the  Somerset  House 
authorities,  who  at  first  saw  no  objection  to  the  use  of  cider 
in  these  beverages  provided  the  2-per-cent.  limit  of  spirit 
was  not  exceeded.  With  this  regulation  they  endeavoured 
to  comply ;  and  the  liquor  when  sent  out  by  them  appears  to 
have  contained  less  than  2  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  The 
excess  found  by  the  Government  Analyst  was  put  down  to 
the  bottles  having  been  kept  in  sunny  windows.  It  cannot 
be  too  clearly  impressed  on  retailers  that  all  these  partially- 
fermented  beverages  rapidly  develop  spirit  if  kept  in  even  a 
modsritely  warm  place. 


HAIR-POWDER. 

This  recently-revived  toilet-article  was  once  the  subject  of 
a  tax,  imposed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1795,  which 
required  that  "  everyone  who  shall,  after  May  5,  1795,  use  or 
wear  any  powder,  commonly  called  hair-powder,  of 
•whatever  materials  the  same  shall  be  made,  shall  take 
out  a  certificate  thereof,  on  which  shall  be  charged  a 
stamp-duty  of  one  guinea,  under  a  penalty  of  20Z."  It  was 
a  comprehensive  Act,  and  included  body-servants ;  but  the 
Royal  Family,  clergymen  and  dissenting  preachers  with  less 
than  100^.  a  year,  subalterns,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  and  naval  officers  under  the  rank  of  commander 
were  exempted.  Persons  having  more  than  two  unmarried 
daughters  had  to  pay  for  two  only,  and  as  families  were  large 
in  those  days  this  concession  was  doubtless  appreciated. 
Lists  of  persons  who  had  taken  out  licences  were  affixed  to 
the  church-doors.  The  tax  was  imposed  partly  because  the 
Government  of  the  day  was  hard  up,  and  also  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  bread.  So  marked  was  the  latter  circumstance 
that  in  J uly  of  the  same  year  the  Court  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  London  found  it  expedient  to  pass  the  following 
resolution : — 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court  that  the  discontinuance 
of  the  use  of  hair-powder  may  materially  tend  to  reduce 
the  high  price  of  bread  ;  and  therefore  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  City's  representatives  to 
submit  to  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council  the  propriety  of 
the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  hair-powder. 

Bread  at  that  time  was  Is.  the  quartern  loaf  in  London,  and 
the  price  was  fixed  by  the  Court  of  Aldermen. 

TYROTOXICON,  A  MILK-POISON. 

A  child  of  4  years  of  age  died  in  Halifax,  and  the  medical 
attendant  came  to  the  conclusion  that  she  was  poisoned  in 
some  way  or  other,  but  could  not  trace  the  poison.  The 
paint  on  a  doll,  a  toy  lamb,  some  ice-cream,  some  tinned 
salmon,  and  some  milk  were  all  suspected,  and  all  these  with 
the  child's  viscera  and  the  vomit  were  submitted  to  Mr.  W. 
Acroyd,  F.I.C.,  the  borough  analyst.  At  the  resumed 
inquest  held  last  week,  Mr.  Acroyd  reported  his  investigation. 
He  gave  good  reasons  for  acquitting  the  toys,  the  salmon, 
and  the  ice-cream,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
symptoms  and  the  post-mortem  examination  pointed  to 
poisoning  by  tyrotoxicon,  a  characteristic  of  milk-products. 
It  was  a  very  unstable  poison,  and  was  destroyed  by  a  tem- 
perature of  90°  C.  The  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  tyrotoxi- 
con were  nausea,  vomiting,  headache,  and  convulsions.  It 
particularly  affected  young  animals  and  young  children,  and 
it  was  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  that  milk  should 
be  boiled  before  being  given  to  children,  and  that  farmers 
and  milk-dealers  should  scald  out  the  utensils  into  which 
milk  was  placed.  It  was  only  some  ten  years  ago  that  the 
poison  in  question  was  discovered  and  isolated  by  Dr. 
Vaughan,  Professor  of  Physiological  Chemistry  in  the 
University  of  Michigan,  U.S.  It  was  a  mystery  how  the 
poison  had  been  generated  in  this  particular  case.  The 
existence  of  the  poison  had  repeatedly  been  confirmed.  Mr. 
Acroyd's  theory  was  adopted  by  the  Coroner  and  the  jury. 
We  should  add,  however,  that  tyrotoxicon  is  a  somewhat 
rare  constituent  of  milk-  It  is  the  ptomaine  formed  by  a 
bacillus  which  feeds  upon  the  casein  of  milk,  and,  as  far  as 
we  are  aware,  has  not  been  found  in  any  milk  which  has  not 
become  curdled.  Many  other  ptomaines  produce  similar 
symptoms  to  tyrotoxicon. 


It  has  been  arranged  that  the  meetings  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  will  be  held  on 
the  second  Wednesdays  of  January  and  June,  1898,  instead 
of  on  the  first  Wednesday  as  usual. 
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gUfciara  in  f  ins  Ctoa  Iwnbrctr 


IT  is  exactly  two  centuries  ago  on  December  10  since  Dr. 
Martin  Lister,  F.R.S.,  left  London  as  physician  to  the 
Earl  of  Portland,  English  Ambassador  to  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  Louis  XIV.  The  worthy  doctor — a  man  eminent  in 
his  profession,  was  appointed  later  in  life  physician-in- 
ordinary  to  Queen  Anne — published  on  his  return  an  account 
of  his  six  months'  visit  to  Paris.*  His  style  is  bright  and 
chatty,  and  the  little  book  gives  an  interesting  record,  among 
other  things  of  the  "  prent  state  of  Physick  and  Pharmacy  " 
in  the  French  capital  in  1698,  the  one  brief  peace  between 
England  and  France  during  almost  half  a  century's  strife ; 
for  James  II.  was  still  living  at  St.  Germain,  and  Lister's 
uncle  (Sir  Matthew)  had  been  physician  to  Charles  I.,  and 
received  knighthood  at  his  hands. 

A  Long  Journey  and  a  Fair  City. 

It  took  the  doctor  three  weeks  to  reach  Paris,  the  journey 
itself  occupying  sixteen  days.  Ha  arrived  on  New  Year's 
Day,  1698,  having  fallen  "  sick  on  the  Road,  and  stay'd  5 
Days  at  Bologne "  till  his  "  Fever  abated."  Once  in  the 
capital,  which  then,  as  now,  was  "  built  of  hewen  stone 
intirely  or  whited  over  with  Plaister,"  and  with  streets 
"  lighted  all  the  Winter  long  "  (in  London  the  street-lamps 
were  not  lighted  when  the  moon  was  at  the  full)  and  paved 
with  flat  square  stones,  he  found  much  to  interest  him.  He 
visited  many  of  the  members  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences ; 
there  were  about  twelve  or  sixteen  of  them,  the  Abbe  Bignon 
being  President.  The  cost  of  their  scientific  experiments  and 
the  illustrations  for  their  publications  were  "  forthwith  re- 
imbursed by  the  King." 

An  Expensive  Botanical  Work. 

He  cites  Dr.  Tournefort's  "Elements  of  Botanique,  the 
Cuts  of  that  Book  cost  the  King  12,000  Livres."  Tournefort 
showed  Lister  "  10  or  12  single  Sheets  of  Vellom,  on  each 
of  which  were  painted  in  Water  Colours  very  lively  (life- 
like) one  single  Plant.  .  .  .  These  are  sent  to  Versailles 
when  the  Doctor  has  put  the  names  to  them.  .  .  .  The 
Limner  has  two  Louis's  for  every  Plant  he  paints."  "  Turn- 
fort  "  (as  Lister  calls  him)  was  in  charge  of  the 

"King's  Physick  Garden" 

(near  the  Jardin  des  Plantes),  which  was  "  well  f  urnisht  with 
Plants,  and  open  also  to  Walk  in  to  all  People  of  Note." 
Gentlemen  were  in  those  days  requested  to  leave  "  their 
swords  with  the  Gatekeeper  to  prevent  quarrelling  and  mis- 
chief." Another  authority  tells  us  Tournefort  delivered 
twenty  lectures  per  season,  and  demonstrated  100  plants  at 
each  ;  his  salary  was  500/.  a  year. 

M.  Morin,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  a  "  Man  very  curious 
in  Minerals,"  showed  him  "  some  from  Siam,  as  Jaspers, 
Onyxes,"  &c,  for  Chulalongkorn's  ancestor  had  just  sent  a 
special  Embassy  of  "  Siamites  "  to  Louis  XIV. ;  while  in  M. 
Buco's  natural-history  cabinet  he  saw  a  hippocampus  "  given 
him  by  my  Lady  Portsmouth,  possibly  out  of  King  Charles's 
collection,  who  had  many  curious  Presents  made  him,  but  he 
suffered  them  all  to  be  dissipated  and  lost." 

Father  Plumier,  at  his  cell  in  the  Minimes,  showed  him 
interesting  details  of  West  Indian  and  American  fauna  and 
flora,  while  everywhere  Lister  minutely  and  enthusiastically 
describes  the  specimens  of  conchology  which  fell  under  his 
notice,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  his  hobby. 

"  The  Apothecaries'  Shops," 
says  Lister,  ""are  neat  enough  if  they  w-ere  but  as  well  stocked 
with  Medicines  ;  and  some  of  them  are  very  finely  adorned 
and  have  an  Air  of  Greatness,  as  that  of  Monsieur  Geofferie.t 


*  "A  Journey  to  Paris  in  the  Year  1698,  by  Dr.  Martin  Lister. 
Printed  for  Jacob  Tonson  at  the  Judge's  Head,  near  the  Inner 
Temple  Gate,  Fleet  Street."  1699. 

t  Geofferie  was  sheriff  in  1685,  not  provost  or  mayor,  as  Lister 
states.  The  street  is  now  known  as  the  rue  Bourc-Tibourc  rlnsp 
to  the  HOtel  de  Ville. 


who  has  been  Provost  of  Marchlands,  in  the  rue  Burtebur, 
where  the  entry  is  a  Port-Cochier,  with  Vas;is  of  Copper 
in  the  Niches  of  the  Windows;  within  are  Rooms  adorned 
with  huge  Vasas  and  Mortars  of  Brass,  as  well  for  sight  as 
for  use.  The  Drugs  and  Compositions  are  kept  in  Cabinets 
disposed  around  the  Room.  Also  Elaboratories  backwards 
(i.e.,  in  back  premises)  in  great  variety  and  neatness." 

Geofferie's  son  had  just  gone  to  England,  and  was  a  "  most 
Hopeful  and  Learned  Young  Man,  whom  our  Society  at 
Gresham  Colledge,"  says  Lister,  "  honoured  at  my  request, 
and  according  to  his  Deserts,  by  admitting  him  a  Fellow." 

Quacks  and  their  Advertisements 

come  in  for  scathing  observations  from  the  indignant  doctor. 
He  was  greatly  "diverted"  at  the  way  Moliere  showed  up 
the  abuse  of  his  profession,  and  much  enjoyed  some  of  his 
comedies — "  Pourcegnac,   Crespin  Medicin,"   "  le  Mudicin 
Malgre   Luy  et  le   Malade  Imaginaire."      Medicine  had 
fallen  low  "  by  the  intrusion  of  Quacks,  Women,  and  Monks, 
and  doctors  earned  sorry  fees."    Monsieur  d'Achin,  the  late 
chief  physician,  had  "  been  ill-thought  of  for  taking  Money 
and  giving  protection  to  these  sort  of  Cattle,  but  the  present 
Chief  Physician,  M.  Fagon,  is  a  man  of  great  Honour  and 
Learning,  and  very  desirous  to  promote  the  Art"  (of 
medicine).    "  It  was  a  pleasant  Diversion  to  me,"  he  adds, 
"  to  read  upon  the  Walls  everywhere  about  the  Town,  but 
particularly  in  the  Fauxbourgh  St.  Germain,  the  Quacks'  Bills," 
headed  "  by  the  King's  Command  "  or  by  the  "  Permission  of 
the  King  "  regarding  venereal  diseases.    He  thinks  syphilis 
(he  spells  it  in  three  letters)  "  hath  contributed  to  the  ruine 
of  physick  here  as  in  London.    Everybody  here  puts  their 
helping'Hand  and  Meddles  with  the  cure  of  this  Disease," 
but  he  could  not  find  that  the  French  had  any  remedy  with 
which  he  was  not  already  familiar.    He  quotes  three  or  four 
posters  in  extenso,  and  remarks  that  the  wording  is  decent 
enough. 

Advertising  by  Posters 

was  a  novelty  to  him.  He  could  not  understand  the  absence 
of  town  criers,  giving  "  advertisements  "  (as  he  calls  it)  of 
lost  articles,  till  he  was  "showed  printed  papers  upon  the 
corners  of  the  streets  "  offering  rewards  to  the  finders. 

Ipecacuanha, 

or  "  hypopecouna  "  as  he  spells  it,  was  a  new  remedy  much 
used  for  dysentery,  to  which  the  Seine  water  (and  vegetable 
food  of  the  lower  classes)  rendered  Parisians  very  subject. 
"  This  Root  is  said  to  cure  with  as  much  certainty  and  as 
readily  as  the  Jesuits'  Powder  (bark)  an  Ague.  They  give  it 
in  Powder,  from  10  grains  to  40,  which  is  the  largest  Dose. 
It  most  commonly  Vomits  and  sometimes  Purges,  but  both 
gently.  "lis  sold  here  from  20  to  40  Crowns  a  pound.  They 
divide  it  into  4  sorts,  according  to  its  Goodness." 
"  Another  popular  Disease  here  is  the  Stone,"  he  continues, 
and  describes  "  how  '  Pere  Jaques,  a  monk,'  cut,  at  the  Hostel 
Dieu,  10  in  less  than  an  hour's  time.  The  3rd  day  after, 
all  were  hearty  and  without  pain  but  one." 

Cinchona-bark 

He  pays  a  compliment  to  Louis  XIV.  for  his  "great  En- 
couragement for  Useful  Discoveries  of  all  kinds  and  particu- 
larly in  Physick.  'Tis  well  known  that  he  bought  the  secret 
of  the  Jesuits'  Powder  and  made  it  publick."  It  would  seem 
that  towards  1679  an  Englishman  named  Robert  Talbot 
cured  Louis  XIV.  of  intermittent  fever  by  a  secret  remedy, 
which  the  convalescent  monarch  gave  him  48,000  livres 
(with  a  life  pension  and  a  title)  to  disclose.  It  was  cinchona- 
bark,  and  afterwards  described  in  a  book  as  the  "  English 
Remedy  for  the  Cure  of  Fever,  published  by  the  King's 
Command  1682." 

"King  Charles's  Drops"  and  Professional  Etiquette 

On  one  occasion  Lister  received  a  midnight  call  from  one 
of  the  "  Prince  of  Conty's  gentlemen,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  come  to  attend  his  son  and  bring  a  provision  of 
'  King  Charles's  Drops.' "  Lister  refused  to  go  unless 
;  properly  called  in  by  the  family  medical  attendant,  and  the 
young  Prince  died.  He  had  not  brought  the  famous  drops 
to  France,  but  they  were  so  much  asked  for  by  "  Persons  of 
I  Quality  "  that,  he  says,  "  I  bethought  myself  how  my  Master, 
the  late  King  Charles,  communicated  them  to  me "  and 
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privately  explained  the  whole  process  in  "  his  Elaboratory  at 
Whitehall,  where  it  was  Distilling."  Lister  finally  showed 
his  friend  Dr.  Tournefort  how  to  distil  them  from  raw  silk, 
*-one  pound  of  which"  yielded  an  incredible  quantity  of 
volatile  salt  "  of  a  far  more  pleasant  smell  than  Sal  Am- 
moniack  or  Hartshorne."  Lister  explains  that  "  Silk  indeed 
is  nothing  but  a  dry  Jelly  of  the  Insect  Kind,  and  therefore 
Cordial  and  Stomachick  no  doubt.  The  Arabians  were  wise 
and  knowing  in  the  Materia  Medica  to  have  put  it  in  their 
Alkermes." 

This  chatty  book  gives  us  many  other  pictures  of  Parisian 
life,  including  a  visit  to  Butterfield,  "a  right  hearty  honest 
Englishman  "  who  made  mathematical  instruments  for  half 
the  Court,  and  resided  thirty-five  years  in  Paris  (even  nowa- 
days one  may  see  instruments  bearing  his  name  in  the  Cluny 
Museum)  ;  and  to  Merrie,  the  '-painful  and  accurate 
Anatomist."  But  the  part  of  his  book  bearing  on  pharmacy 
and  kindred  subjects  is  sufficiently  epitomised  in  the  fore- 
going notes. 


Mr.  A.  Seael,  F.C.S..  is  to  leave  England  on  December 
31  on  a  tour  round  the  world  in  the  interests  of  the  Bovril 
Company. 

Messes.  Blondeau  et  Cie.  advise  us  that  they  will  be 
pleased  to  allow  rebate  for  the  difference  in  the  prices  of 
Vinolia  soaps  and  preparations  (bought  direc  ),  the  prices  of 
which  have  been  reduced,  upon  receiving  pariiculars  of 
quantiiies  held  by  their  customers. 

We  desire  to  explain  that  the  advertisement  of  Blaud's 
pills  by  Mr.  S.  Wand,  of  Leicester,  on  pasre  338  of  The 
Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diaey  for  1898  was  inserted 
in  error,  and  the  prices  there  quoted  are  incorrect.  Buyers 
can  obtain  present  quotations  from  Mr.  Wand's  new  price- 
list. 

Messes.  Beatby  &  Hinchliffe  have  purchased  the 
business  of  Messrs.  Ryder  &  Co.  (Limited),  Hackney  Wick, 
London,  N.E.,  and  they  request  that  inquiries  for  caroonating- 
plant  and  machinery  for  filling  screw-stoppered  bottles 
should  be  forwarded  to  their  Manchester,  London,  or  Glasgow 
offices. 

Messes.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  Capetown, 
have  published,  by  way  of  Christmas  gift  to  their  customers, 
a  photographic  album,  containing  sixteen  views  of  Capetown 
and  the  neighbourhood.  The  great  Table  Mountain  forms  a 
splendid  background  to  most  of  the  pictures.  Adderley 
Street,  the  chief  thoroughfare  of  the  city,  is  the  next  most 
prominent  feature  of  the  collection. 

The  Thornton-Pickard  Company  "s  catalogue  of  cameras, 
shutters  and  other  photographic  specialities  for  1898  was 
issued  last  week.  The  catalogue  contains  several  new 
interesting  snap-shot  pictures,  which  show  the  marvellous 
utility  of  the  well-known  shutter.  We  note  also  particulars 
respecting  a  new  size  of  the  amber  camera  (5  by  4)  ;  the 
new  patent  film-carrier  ;  a  new  aluminium  shutter  specially 
designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  those  who  cannot 
afford  to  purchase  the  standard  pattern  shutter ;  and  full 
particulars  of  the  competition  for  200£.  in  prizes.  Copies  of 
the  catalogue  can  be  obtained  post  free  on  application  to 
the  Thornton-Pickard  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited), 
Altrincham. 

Packed  Goods. — We  have  had  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
amininga  large  number  of  samples  of  the  goods  manufactured 
by  Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co.,  360  Leeds  Road,  Bradford. 
They  included  such  things  as  sparkling  frost,  dental  enamel, 
Iolanthe  hair-curler,  Id.  tooth-powder,  tic  and  neuralgic 
powders,  Rainbow  dyes,  headache-powders,  shampoo-powder, 
face-powder,  unfermented  fruit-wines,  compound  linseed  tea, 
quinine-wine,  seltzogene  -  charges,  ingredients  for  sarsa- 
parilla,  composition  essence,  poultry-pills,  herbs,  &c.  All  are 
put  up  tastefully,  and  in  many  instances  with  exceptional 
artistic  fancies.  Most  of  the  penny  lines  are  carded  for 
effective  counter-display.  The  firm  have  been  little  more 
than  two  years  in  existence,  but  in  that  short  time  they  have 
made  a  name  for  themselves  in  the  trade,  and  a  big  business. 


Hteatbs. 


Allshoen.-— On  November  13,  Mr.  Fredeiick  Allshorn, 
chemist  and  druggist,  51  Edgware  Road,  London.    Aged  77. 

Alpe. — On  December  17,  at  104  George  Street,  Portmaa 
Square,  W.,  from  pneumonia  and  blood-poisoning,  after  a> 
short  illness,  Mr.  Edmund  Nicholas  Alpe.  Aged  48.  Mr. 
Alpe's  name  has  become  so  familiar  to  chemists  and  drug- 
gists by  reason  of  his  "  Handy-book  of  the  Medicine-stamp 
Acts"  that  a  few  particulars  concerning  him  will  doubtless 
be  interesting.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  solicitors  to  the- 
Inland  Revenue  department.  He  was  a  ranister,  and  we 
cannot  explain  why  barristers  at  Somerset  House  are  called) 
solicitors.  Mr.  Alpe  belonged  to  a  Norfolk  family,  his 
brother  being  rector  of  Thuxton,  in  that  county.  In  his 
younger  days  Mr.  Alpe  was  a  famous  Cambridge  athlete,  and 
successfully  represented  his  University  in  the  annual  athletic 
meeting.  Mr.  Alpe  entered  ihe  Revenue  department  in 
1864.  He  was  called  to  the  B  r  at  the  Middle  Temple  in 
1882.  In  1891  he  became  chief  clerk  in  the  Solicitors'  de- 
partment at  Somerset  House.  To  chemists,  of  course,  he  was 
best  known  in  connection  with  he  medicine-stamp  duty. 
His  manual  is  the  st  ndard  work  on  that  subject,  and  it  has 
been  said  ihar- wba".  Mr.  Alpe  did  not  know  about  the  law-' 
governing  pa'en  -medicines  nobody  else  knew.  Mr.  Alpe 
was  also  an  authority  on  stamp-duties  generally,  and  wrote  a 
legal  handbook  on  deed-stamps.  In  more  recent  years  he- 
was  better  known  to  the  public  in  connection  with  the 
Excise  prosecu  ion  of  bogus  clubs,  and  other  Excise  cases  in 
London  and  throughout  the  country.  His  comparatively 
early  death  is  regarded  as  a  great  loss  in  the  department,  and 
even  those  who  have  had  to  deal  with  him  in  a  not  alto- 
gether agreeable  way  will  regret  the  disappearance  of  his 
always  creery  presence,  and  will  acknowledge  that  he  got 
through  his  work  with  tbe  greatest  good  humour,  and  did 
not  press  unduly  the  advantages  his  position  gave  him.  Mr. 
Alpe  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  novelist  known  to  the 
public  as  Miss  Florence  Marryatt. 

Blackbuen. — The  death  has  occurred  at  the  age  of  85 
of  Mr.  Bailey  Blackburn,  of  Cliff  Lodge,  Baildon,  who  was 
at  one  time  in  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  at 
Bradford.  He  belonged  to  a  bygone  generation  of  trades- 
men, having  retired  from  business  some  thirty  years  ago. 

Jackson. — On  December  6,  Mr.  Roberts  Jackson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  2  Stratford  Square,  Nottingham.    Aged  54. 

Walker. — On  December  15,  Mr.  Joseph  Walker,  retired 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Pudsey,  at  the  age  of  68.  The 
deceased,  who  succeeded  to  the  business  carried  on  by  his 
father,  added  that  of  printing,  and  in  1855  founded  the  Pudsey 
Herald.  He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pudsey 
Mechanics'  Institute,  and  was  for  some  time  the  President. 
About  nine  years  ago  Mr.  Walker  became  totally  blind. 


The  Hair  and  Teeth. — Mr.  C.  S.  Tomes,  speaking  at  the 
Odontolog;ical  Society  recently  on  the  suppression  of  teeth  in 
a  very  hairy  monkey,  stated  that  in  the  human  subject 
partial  suppression  of  teeth  has  been  found  associated  with 
redundant  hair  and  also  with  paucity  of  hair,  and  hypertrophy 
of  the  teeth  has  been  met  with  in  at  least  one  case  of 
redundant  hair — namely,  in  the  case  of  Julia  Pastrana,  whose 
face  was  covered  with  hair — so  that  in  the  human  subject 
all  it  was  possible  to  state  was  that  abnormality  in  hair  is  apt 
to  be  accompanied  by  abnormality  in  development  of  teeth. 

Unabated  Confidence  in  Mr.  Ideis. — At  the  meeting 
of  the  London  County  Council,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Idris  was 
the  prominent  topic.  That  gentleman  had  said  things 
about  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  which  the  T.C.B.  did 
not  like.  He  had  suggested  that  the  Board  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  influenced  by  people  on  the  banks  of  the  river  who 
fouled  the  water.  He  also  said  their  own  barges,  which 
conveyed  refuse,  were  leaky.  The  T.C.B.  denied  the  charges, 
but  refused  certain  documents  which  were  asked  for  to 
justify  Mr.  Idris's  criticisms.  There  was  a  party  fight  over 
the  question  ;  but  ultimately  a  resolution  was  carried,  ex- 
pressing regret  at  the  Board's  refusal  to  furnish  the  papers, 
and  declaring  unabated  confidence  in  Mr.  Idris. 
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THERE  have  been  very  few  alterations  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets  since  our  last  report,  and  none  of  any 
consequence  are  looked  for  until  the  turn  of  the  year. 
Mincing  Lane  is  preparing  for  the  holidays,  and  public  sales 
are  temporarily  suspended.  Cod-liver  oil  is  extremely  weak. 
London  holds  a  very  heavy  stock,  bought  at  an  average  con- 
siderably above  the  current  market-rates,  and  the  prospects 
of  the  article  are  watched  with  much  anxiety  by  those  inte- 
rested in  it.  We  hear  that  new  season's  oil  is  already 
offering  (though  the  fishing  has  not  yet  begun)  at  72s.  per 
barrel  c.i.f.  terms  for  best  non-congealing,  deliverable  as  soon 
as  available.  Should  the  fishing  begin  well  we  may  see  a 
further  considerable  drop  in  values.  Orris  root  is  fairly 
steady,  but  quiet.  Some  business  was  lately  done  in  fine 
Terona  at  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot, and  for  picked  Florentine 
the  price  runs  from  42s.  6d.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  Peru  balsam 
is  very  firmly  held:  8s.  9/.  per  lb.  is  the  general  asking-price, 
but  that  is  still  somewhat  above  the  real  value.  Basam  tolu 
steady  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  for  good  soft,  and  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
fine  hard  quality.  There  is  a  strong  tone  in  Ipecacuanha. 
Good  Rio  is  quoted  at  7s.  6d.,  Carthagena  at  from  6s.  to 
6s.  3d.  per  lb.,  while  for  picked  quality  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  is 
asked.  A  rather  better  feeling  prevails  in  Syrian  Colocynth. 
It  is  no  longer  possible  to  buy  at  the  low  rates  recently  quoted, 
and  from  the  primary  markets  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  reported 
.as  the  lowest  acceptable  price  for  good  pale  apple.  But 
that  seems  rather  a  sanguine  estimate,  and  business  has  been 
done  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  London  terms,  this  week.  Various 
lots  of  Castorum  have  been  resold  by  buyers  at  the  recent 
auctions  at  profits  ranging  from  6s.  up  to  10s.  per  lb.  Crude 
camphor  is  considerably  lower,  which  seems  due  to  a  bear- 
.movement  in  the  market.  A  fairly  large  business  has  been 
done  in  Japan  gum,  it  is  said,  at  from  91s.  6d.  down  to  88s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  January-February  shipment,  and  there 
are  sellers  at  the  lower  figure  to-day.  There  are  no  trust- 
worthy quotations  for  Formosa  camphor  at  present.  We 
hear  that  small  sales  of  Mentliol  (Kobayashi)  have  been 
made  on  the  spot  at  7s.  per  lb.,  but  the  general  asking-price 
is  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  while  for  arrival  up  to  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
terms,  is  required.  Tinnevelly  Senna  is  changing  hands  in 
a  small  way  at  firm  prices.  Some  business  has  also  been 
done  in  good  whole  Alexandrian  leaf  at  up  to  6^d.  per 
lb.,  but  some  holders  are  not  disposed  to  sell  at  that  figure. 
There  is  a  plentiful  stock  of  broken  leaves  and  sittings. 
The  Clan  Fraser  has  brought  123  packages  Cardamoms 
(including  seven  of  cardamom- seed)  from  Colombo.  There 
have  also  been  arrivals  of  Asafeetida,  including  127  cases  by 
Peninsular  from  Bombay,  and  27  cases  of  Cape  aloes  have 
arrived  from  Mossel  Bay  per  Gascon.  Cubebs  are  very 
firmly  held,  with  a  prospect,  it  is  thought,  of  a  further 
advance,  but  40s.  per  cwt.  is  still  the  highest  price  we  have 
heard  mentioned  as  paid  for  good  quality.  The  shipments 
from  Java  to  Singapore  have  been  very  heavy  lately,  how- 
ever (1,343  piculs  in  October  alone).  The  total  shipments 
jot  cubebs  from  Java  during  the  four  months  from  July  1  to 
Octobet  31  of  the  past  five  years  have  been  as  follows : — 

Years  ...  1897  1896  1895  1894  1893 
Piculs     ...       2,465       563        1,266       1,342  590 

The  Cinchona-market  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  We 
hear  from  Amsterdam  that  since  the  last  auctions  some 
parcels  of  druggists*  bark  have  been  sold,  and  that  64  bales 
(representing  about  451  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine)  have 
also  changed  hands  at  a  pricebelow  the  auction-unitof  7c.  The 
tone  of  the  market  is  flat.  Opium  is  quiet  and  without  any 
change  in  feature.  Persian  firmly  held.  Cocculus  indicus  is 
very  scarce  and  wanted.  Genuine  Cochin  Kino  remains  scarce 
at  12s.  to  13s.  per  lb.  Small  supplies  would  find  a  ready  market. 
In  essential  oils  the  market  shows  no  alteration  whatever. 
Lcmongrass  oil  remains  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  3d.  per  lb. 
being  still  asked.  Good  quality  E.I.  Oil  of  geranium  is 
reported  to  have  been  sold  privately  at  3\d.  per  oz.  Japanese, 
'peppermint  oil  is  quiet  at  3s  \\d.  per  lb.  for  dementholised, 
and  5s.  per  lb.  for  40-per-cent.  oil  on  the  spot.  Sales  of 
good  quality  Cannabis  indica  are  reported  privately  at  4(2. 
per  lb.    Saffron  is  held  more  firmly  in  Spain,  but  so  far  the 


London  market  has  not  responded  to  the  tendency  in  the 
producing-country.  A  fair  business  has  been  done  lately  in 
Chinese  star-anise  at  5/.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot.  For  Trngacanth 
lower  prices  have  been  accepted  for  the  remainder  lots  of 
some  consignments,  but  holders  generally  are  firm.  Fine 
white  Persian  is  quoted  at  13/.  to  13/  10s.  per  cwt.  ;  second, 
11/.  5s.  to  12/.  10s.  per  cwt.  Ordinary  kinds  are  rather  scarce. 
In  all  probability  the  next  public  sale  of  vanilla  will 
be  held  separately  some  days  before  the  drug-auctions  of 
January  20,  instead  of  on  the  same  day  or  the  day  follow- 
ing. This  arrangement  is  proposed  in  order  to  lighten  the 
drug-sales,  which  are  certain  to  be  extremely  heavy. 


Quicksilver  is  very  firmly  held.  A  good  business  has  been 
done  to-day  at  6/.  17s.  per  bottle  in  second-hand.  The  im- 
porters still  quote  6/.  17s  6d  ,  but  an  early  advance  would 
cause  no  surprise.  The  C/«i»i«t'-market  has  been  very 
flat.  No  business  is  reported  in  second-hands,  and  the 
nearest  price  for  German  bulk  remains  12$d.  per  oz.,  although 
if  anyone  wanted  to  sell  he  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  as 
much.  Whiffens'  sulphate  of  quinine  has  been  reduced  to 
Is.  2\d.  per  oz.  (bleached),  and  Is.  \\d.  per  oz.  (unbleached) 
for  small  quantities  in  bulk;  100-oz.  tins  may  be  htid  at 
Is.  2d.  and  Is.  Id.  per  oz.  respectively.  The  fame 
maker's  other  quinine  salts  have  also  been  lowered 
in  price.  The  proprietors  of  Pelletiers'  brand  write 
us  from  Paris  that  their  price  for  1-oz.  vials  is  not  Is.  3d.  per 
oz.  as  reported  last  week,  but  Is.  5d.  per  oz  Citric  acid 
\2\d.  per  lb.  for  English.  Tartaric  quiet  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  \\d. 
per  lb.  for  English  (B  P.),  and  \2\d.  per  lb.  for  foreign. 
Glycerine  firmly  held  at  unaltered  rates.  Cream  of  tartar 
keeps  firm  with  an  improving  tendency.  The  quotation  for 
Spanish  crystals  (95-per-cent.)  is  74s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  for 
French  73s.  per  cwt.  f  .o.b.  Bordeaux,  but  on  the  spot  good 
white  crystals  may  still  be  had  at  75s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
The  Lithia  prices  have,  after  all,  not  been  raised  2s.  per  lb., 
as  at  first  reported,  but  only  Is.  Hd.  per  lb.  It  is  said  that 
the  manufacturers  found  it  impossible  to  carry  through  the 
greater  advance  which  they  originally  intended  to  declare. 
The  quotations  are  now  as  follows: — 


Small 
lots 

28  lbs. 

1  cwt. 

2  cwt. 

Per  lb. 

Per  lb. 

Per  lb. 

Per  lb. 

Lithia  carb.,  pure 

lis.  Id. 

lis.  Od. 

10s.  10</. 

10s.  8(7. 

Lithia    carb.,  chemic. 

pure  

12s.  1<?. 

12s.  Od. 

lis.  10(7. 

lis.  8(7. 

Lithia  citrate  crystals 

(BP.).  '  ... 

6s.  5(7. 

6s.  Id. 

5s.  11(7. 

5s.  10(7. 

Lithia  citrate  powder... 

6s.  Bd. 

6s.  U. 

6s.  2(7. 

6s.  1(7. 

The  quotations  for  lots  up  to  23  lbs.  are  for  one  delivery  ;  for 
larger  quantities  from  2  to  .4  months'  time  is  allowed. 
Further  concessions  are  made  for  quantities  above  2  cwt. 
*  *  *  * 

In  the  drysaltery  market  a  quiet  tone  prevails.  Persian 
Galls  are  firm,  but  without  business ;  blue  from  55s. 
to  57s,  sorts  from  50s.  to  50s.  62.,  and  green  galls 
from  45s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  Cutch  quiet,  at  31s.  to  32s.  per 
cwt.  for  the  best  brands.  Turmeric  very  firm  ;  good  bright 
Madras  fingc  scarce  at  20s.  per  cwt.,  split  bulbs  sold  at 
8s.  9ii.  per  cwt  Of  Bengal  3C0  bags  have  been  sold  at  14s. 
per  cwt.  Olibanum  gum  firmly  held  at  from  35s.  for  fair  up 
to  55s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  pale  drop.  Japan  nax  dull  of  sale 
at  37s.  per  cwt.  for  good  pale  squares  on  the  spot.  Shellac 
quiet,  with  sellers  of  TN  orange  for  March  delivery  at 
68s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  January-March  oT.ers  at  65s.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.  terms.  Spices  are  very  quiet.  Zanzibar  Cloves 
show  a  steady  market,  with  sellers  at  2\^d.  per  lb.  for 
January  -  March,  and  3~d.  per  lb.  for  March  -  May 
delivery.  Pepper  quiet.  Black  Singapore  offers  at 
3\d.  per  lb.  spot  ;  white  Penan g  at  6~d.  per  lb.  for 
January-March,  and  at  6j^d.  per  lb.  for  February-April. 
Foreign  miscible  Naphtha  offers  at  3s.  5c7.  per  gal.,  c.i.f. 
terms  ;  for  delivery  first  half  of  1898,  possibly  a  somewhat 
lower  figure  might  be  taken.  On  the  spot  3s.  6<2.  per  gal. 
is  the  quotation.  The  Acetone  market  is  very  uncer- 
tain  pending   the    result  of   the    Government  tenders. 
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54/.  per  ton  is  quoted  by  some  English  makers, 
but  foreign  acetone  is  offered  in  some  quarters  as 
low  as  49Z.  per  ton.  Methylated  spirit  unchanged. 
Permanganate  of  potassium  has  been  reduced  in  price 
by  some  makers  (wh  >  jhave  for  some  time  had  to  cope 
with  cutting  on  thejpart  of  second-hand  holders),  large 
crystals  being  now  quoted  at  67s.  Qd.,  small  ditto  at 
62s.  6d.  per  cwt  '[for  half-ton  lots;  smaller  wholesale 
quantities  up  to  2s.  6d.  more.  Cyanide  remains  extremely 
firm.  Nitrate  <  7  soda  is  steady,  at  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot  for  ordinary,  and  7s.  9d.  per  cwt.  for  refined  quality. 
Caustic  soda,  76-per-cent.,  81.  12s.  Qd.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Liverpool 
or  Tyne ;  70-per-cent.,  11.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  spot  or  f.o.b. 
Liverpool ;  and  60-per-cent.,  6/.  10s.  per  ton  f.o.b. 
Liverpool.  Alkali,  58-per-cent.,  offers  at  77s.  6d.  per  ton  in 
bagsf.o.r.,or  80s.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Bicarbonate 'quotes 
at  11.  5s.  per  ton  in  kegs  on  the  spot,  and  at  61.  5s.  to  Ql.  15s. 
per  ton  f  .o  b.  Liverpool,  according  to  packing.  Soda  crystals 
in  bags,  52s.  Qd. ;  in  barrels,  55s.  ex  ship,  52s.  6d.  f.o.b.  Tyne. 
and  57s.  Qd.  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Bichromate  of  soda  3%d.  per 
lb.  Hyposulphite  in  kegs,  spot  51.  15s.,  in  casks  51.  f.o.b. 
Tyne.  The  Arsenic  market  has  kept  fairly  steady  lately,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  inclined  to  go  downwards.  Best 
white  powder  is  quoted  at  221.  15s.  per  ton,  but  that  is  a 
somewhat  nominal  figure  now. 


The  ways  of  Mincing  Lane  arbitrators  may  shortly  be 
brought  again   under  the  notice  of  one  of  her  Majesty's 

Judges  in  the  course  of  a  pending  action  re- 
Transbaact?on''  latirjS  to  a  transaction  in  mirbane-oil.  The 

facts,  we  hear,  are  briefly  these.  Some  time 
before  the  enactment  of  the  new  American  tariff  a  large 
American  drug- firm  sent  to  their  London  agent  an 
inquiryj  for  mirbane-oil  of  a  certain  price  and  quality. 
The  London  agent  went  to  a  firm  of  drysaltery  brokers 
and  showed  them  the  telegram.  The  brokers  supplied 
samples,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  agent  received 
an  order  for  about  10  tons  of  the  oil  at  a  certain  price,  about 
6hd.  per  lb.  The  order  was  executed  by  the  broker,  who 
gave  the  London  agent  a  contract  form  such  as  is  used  by 
brokers,  declaring  that  he  bad  sold  the  oil  for  account  of 
his  principals.  It  is  now  alleged,  however,  that  the  broker 
had  bought  the  oil  outright  before  making  the  contract,  and 
had  really  sold  it,  not  as  a  broker  but  as  a  principal,  making 
a  profit  as  a  merchant  in  addition  to  his  brokerage.  The 
mirbane-oil  was  sent  to  New  York  and  refused  there. 
The  London  agent  demanded  that  the  broker  should 
take  up  the  goods.  This  was  refused,  and  a  Mincing 
Lane  drug-broker  who  was  appointed  arbitrator  declared 
against  the  agent.  So  did  the  Produce  Brokers'  Association 
to  whom  appeal  was  made.  The  London  agent  now  threatens 
to  apply  to  the  courts  to  set  aside  the  award  of  the  Mincing 
Lane  arbitrators  on  the  ground  that  the  firm  from  whom  he 
bought  the  mirbane-oil  were  really  acting  as  merchants  and 
not  as  brokers. 


The  Market  in  Heavy  Chemicals. 

As  the  holidays  draw  nearer,  business  in  the  heavy 
chemical  market  gets  quieter  and  quieter,  and  orders  for 
prompt  delivery  are  only  very  few  and  those  that  are  given 
are  of  little  account.  Contracts  for  this  year  are  practically 
completed,  and  deliveries  against  new  ones  have  not  yet 
commenced.  The  export  trade,  too,  is  extremely  dull,  and, 
in  fact,  no  more  business  of  any  importance  is  to  be  expected 
before  the  New  Year,  and  works  will  in  a  few  days,  as  is 
usual  at  this  season,  be  shutting  down  for  repairs  which  are 
necessary.  The  outlook  in  the  Cheshire  district  is  a  very 
depressing  and  unsatisfactory  one.  During  last  week  notices 
were  issued  to  a  further  number  of  men,  and  in  various  de- 
partments the  men  who  are  still  kept  on  are  only  working 
short  time.  As  regards  prices  of  the  various  products  the 
recent  figures  remain  to  a  great  extent  unchanged,  and  there 
is  not  much  prospect  of  any  immediate  alteration.  The  posi- 
tion of  Bleachin- -powder  is  unchanged.  Caustic  soda  is 
easy.  Soda  crystals,  Bicarbonate  of  soda  and  Soda  ash  are 
very  firm  at  unchanged  rates.  Recovered  sulphur  keeps 
scarce.  South  Burham  salt  steady.  Sulphate  of 
ammonia  is  again  firmer  and  somewhat  higher.  Beckton 
terms,  prompt,  81.  lis.  Qd.  ■  Beckton,  January-April  delivery, 
91.  5s. ;  Hull,  London,  and  Leith  are  all  about  91.  to  91.  2s.  Qd. 


Exports  from  Leith  last  week  were  heavier,  and  amounted  to 
714  tons.  Chlorate  of  potash  and  soda^  which  dropped 
somewhat  lately,  have  taken  a  rather  firmer  tone.  The 
former  is  quoted  Liverpool,  3^d.  to  3f d. ;  London,  3£d.  to 
3fd. ;  the  latter  stands  at  <\\d.  to  4f  <2.  per  lb.  Benzols  have 
declined  still  further,  90  per  cent,  being  now  quoted  at  Is.  l\d.y 
and  50  per  cent.,  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  10^.  Sulphate  of  copper  has 
dropped  still  lower.  Anchor  is  now  16Z.  10s. ;  Liverpool, 
15/.  15s.;  and  January-April  delivery,  1QI.  Carbolic  acids 
are  steady,  75  per  cent,  crude,  2s.  Qd. ;  60  per  cent.,  2s. ; 
crystals,  39°  C.  to  40°  C,  1'id. ;  34°  C.  to  35°  C,  6%d.  to  Id. 
Aniline  oil  and  salts  unchanged.  Creosote  and  Anthracene- 
are  in  better  demand  and  firm.  Linseed  and  cotton-seed  cakes 
keep  in  fairly  good  demand,  and  prices  are  unchanged  and 
firm.  Brown  acetate  of  lime  maintains  an  advancing  ten- 
dency owing  to  continued  scarcity,  and  present  figure  for 
both  Welsh  and  best  American  is  nominally  51.  15s.  to 
61.  c.i.f. 

The  Bergen  Cod-liver  Oil-market. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent,  writing  on  December  11, 
reports  that  the  market  is  decidedly  easier,  business  having 
been  done  at  63s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  terms,  for  best  Lofoten* 
non-congealing  oil.  This  marks  a  decline  of  4s.  per  barrel 
from  the  nominal  quotation  a  fortnight  ago.  The  shipments 
from  Bergen  up  to  date  are  10,084  barrels,  against  5,670  barrels 
at  the  corresponding  time  of  last  year.  Lower  offers  than. 
63s.  would  no  doubt  be  entertained. 

The  New  York  Drug-market. 

Our  New  York  correspondent,  writing  on  December  13, 
states  that  business  in  his  a  arket  is  dub,  stock-taking  period 
of  many  houses  being  at  hand.  Balsam  copaiba  :  There  have 
been  several  arrivals  during  the  montb,  which  have  had  the- 
effect  of  weakening  the  n  arket.  Carthagena  is  quoted  at 
36c,  Maracaibo  37c,  Para  39c,  and  Angostura  38c.  Canada 
ba  lsam  higher  at  $1.50.  Balsam  tolu  is  weaker,  40c.  is  quoted, 
45c.  jobbing.  Bagberry  bark  sold  freely  at  3Jc,  but  the  price 
now  is  3^0.  Black  haw  bark,  of  the  root,  is  scarce,  7c.  is 
quoted  ;  Wahoo  bark,  of  the  root,  is  in  request  for  export, 
16c.  is  the  price.  Yellow  Bock-root  is  firm  at  5c.  Serpen- 
taria  is  scarce,  no  fixed  price  o:  tains,  sales  being  effected 
at  prices  ranging  from  25c.  to  35c. ;  higher  prices  are  ex- 
pected, owing  to  the  prevailing  scarcity,  the  negro  gatherers 
in  Texas  finding  it  more  profitable  to  follow  agricultural 
pursuits  than  to  collect  root  on  the  river  bottoms.  Golden- 
seal root,  while  not  abundant,  is  more  plentiful  than  was 
considered,  as  holders  kept  supplies  back.  Canella  alba : 
7|c.  is  quoted  for  a  bright  quill  quality.  Cramp  bark  is 
exceedingly  scarce,  only  300  lbs.  in  this  market,  for  which 
6c.  is  quoted.  Prickly-ash  bark  is  unchanged  at  7c.  and  8c 
Culvars  root  is  scarce,  9c.  and  10c.  is  quoted. 
Sassafras  bark  is  strong  at  7§c.  Cascara-sagrada : 
very  little  is  held  by  speculators  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  Stocks  are  light  here,  with  4Jc.  quoted. 
Higher  prices  will  undoubtedly  prevail.  A  few  parcels 
Quillaia  bark  have  arrived,  l^c.  to  8c.  is  quoted.  This  bark 
has  been  unobtainable  for  many  months.  Blood-root :  stock 
is  light  everywhere,  prices  ranging  according  to  quality,  7c. 
to  8c.  being  quoted,  while  some  holders  refuse  to  sell 
Grindelia  robusta :  new  crop  arriving,  5|c.  quoted.  Bam- 
iana-leaves :  one  shipment  new  crop  arrived,  2,000  lbs.,  short 
crop  reported,  9|c.  to  10c.  is  quoted  ;  higher  prices  are  ex- 
pected. Beer-tongue ,  the  demand  is  stronger  than  for  many 
years.  Stocks  light,  and  prices  range  from  450.  to  5c 
Newfoundland  non-congealing  cod-liver  oil  is  quoted  at  65c. 
Worm-seed  oil  is  abundant,  and  is  slightly  lower  at 
$2-50  per  lb.  Spearmint-oil  is  lower  at  $1  for  round 
lots.  Peppermint-oil,  HGH,  is  steady  at  $225,  but 
as  country  holders  intend  advancing  prices  a  change 
in  quotation  may  take  place  soon.  Owing  to  a  light 
demand  Codeine  is  weaker,  $3.95  is  quoted  per  oz.  bulk. 
Opium  is  higher  at  $2  85,  while  Morphine  is  stronger  at 
$2.00  in  bulk.  Quinine  is  steady  at  28c.  to  30c.  Curacao- 
aloes  is  firm  at  3c. ;  importers  are  bare  of  stocks.  Gum 
chicle  is  strong,  and  higher  prices  prevail,  21c.  in  bond  is 
quoted.  Anatto  seed  is  steady  at  8c.  Californian  honey. 
Stocks  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  light,  and  very  little  is  coming 
forward ;  prices  unchanged  however.  Yellow  beeswax  is 
firm  at  39|c.  Kefined  Petroleum  is  quoted  at  5.40c.  in 
barrels,  and  2.90c.  bulk,  New  York  loading,  and  5c.  less  in 
each  instance  Philadelphia  loading. 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 

paper  only.  Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume, 
Correspon-  m"J'  *e  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dents.  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Chemists  and  the  Hospital-stamp  Albums. 

Sir  Henri/  C.  Burdctt  has  sent  us  another  long  letter  in- 
tended to  urge  on  chemists  the  beneficent  work  they  can  do 
by  bringing  the  hospital-stamp  albums  before  the  notice  of 
families  this  Christmas  He  wants  children  especially  to  be 
interested  in  these,  and  to  be  induced  to  use  these  albums, 
thus  getting  into  the  habit  of  contributing  a  trifling  amount 
yearly.  An  enterprising  photographer  in  Regent  Street  has 
undertaken  to  take  a  midget-photo  of  each  person  owning 
one  of  these  albums,  and  mount  it  in  the  album  free  of 
charge. 

The  Explosion  of  Erythrol  Tetranitrate. 

SiE, — Having  received  numerous  inquiries  in  respect  to 
the  fatal  explosion  which  occurred  at  our  Dartford  Works 
on  Wednesday,  December  15,  and  so  many  erroneous  versions 
having  appeared  in  the  public  press,  we  think  it  well  to  state 
the  simple  facts  of  the  case. 

The  deceased,  Mr  Lewis  Jones  (qualified  chemist),  was 
mixing  a  preparation  of  erythrol  tetranitrate,  a  remedy 
which  is  now  somewhat  extensively  prescribed  by  the 
medical  profession  in  cardiac  affections.  The  process 
consisted  in  diluting  erythrol  tetranitrate  with  finely- 
powdered  lactose  by  gently  stirring  the  substances  in  a 
mortar — no  pounding  or  grinding  was  required.  The 
quantity  of  erythrol  in  the  possession  of  the 
deceased  was  4  oz.  Our  process  for  dealing  with  this 
substance  was  adopted  after  a  series  of  careful 
experiments,  and  it  has  always  been  performed  by 
competent  chemists  who  knew  the  dangers  of  such 
nitrous  compounds.  The  process  has  been  carried  out  by  us 
many  times  during  the  past  eighteen  months  without  the 
slightest  mishap.  It  has  been  the  rule  of  the  chief  of  the 
department  to  caution  those  who  handled  it,  and  the  de- 
ceased received  such  a  warning.  The  erythrol  tetranitrate 
was  kept  under  lock  and  key  in  a  dark  closet.  The  cause  of 
the  explosion  we  can  only  attribute  to  some  extraordinary 
accident ;  unfortunately,  there  was  no  witness  to  the  actual 
carrying  out  of  the  operation  by  the  deceased  on  this  occa- 
sion.   The  force  of  the  explosion  was  violent,  but  local. 

We  need  hardly  add  that  we  are  deeply  pained  by  this  sad 
occurrence,  which  has  resulted  in  the  death  of  an  employe 
who  had  gained  our  high  esteem. 

Very  respectfully, 

Snow  Hill  Buildings,      Bueeoughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
London,  E.C.,  December  21. 

Chemists  and  the  Proprietary  Trade. 

SiE, — The  proposal  included  in  the  able  letter  of  Mr.  Jas- 
Keid — as  an  "  exalted  dream  " — leaves  little  to  be  desired. 

The  system  of  distributing  medicine  in  the  form  of  bond- 
fide  proprietary  articles  has  become  an  established  method, 
and,  for  commercial  reasons,  cannot  be  discontinued  by 
chemists. 

There  remains,  however,  a  certain  class  of  so-called  medi- 
cines which,  sooner  or  later,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  all 
qualified  men  who  value  self-respect  to  "  turn  out."  I  refer 
to  those  proprietaries  advertised  and  owned  by  people  who 
have  no  legitimate  connection  with  pharmacy,  and  which 
are  known  by  a  title  too  familar  to  need  repetition 
here. 

If  chemists  allow  themselves  to  remain  associated  with 
these  articles  by  selling  them,  they  will  disgrace  not  only 
themselves  but  their  qualification  also. 


Already  their  position  is  a  grave  one,  and  is  not  improved 
by  a  "  trick  of  trade  '  now  becoming  very  common  by 
these  unqualified  proprietors,  taking  the  form  of  a  warning 
to  the  public  "  that  if  any  unprincipled  chemist  attempts 
to  recommend  a  substitute  he  does  so  with  a  view  to  a  larger 
profit." 

The  chemist  is  only  human  after  all,  and  does  not  wish 
to  deny  the  "soft  impeachment,"  but  the  inference  is  de- 
signed to  have  a  wider  application,  and  threatens  to  pre- 
judice the  public  against  a  body  of  men  who,  at  least, 
may  claim  a  knowledge  of  the  drugs  they  handle. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Faithfully  vours, 
Penzance,  December  21  Waltee  H.  Keen. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Forshaw  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

SiE, — In  reply  to  your  correspondents  I  beg  to  reiterate 
that  the  only  complaint  the  above  Council  made  was  my 
advertising  in  one  of  our  local  evening  papers  here,  "  A  Case 
from  Batley,"  in  which  advertisement,  they  alleged,  I  "  was 
holding  myself  out  to  be  a  medical  practitioner."  I  denied 
this  charge  vehemently,  but  afterwards  received  the  follow- 
ing letter: — 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C. 

October  13, 1897. 
Sib, — We  beg  to  inform  you  that  your  letter  of  August  12th  was. 
submitted  to  the  Council  at  its  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
as  it  was  not  considered  satisfactory  the  Council  has  requested 
us  to  direct  your  serious  attention  to  the  circumstance,  that  the 
public  advertisement  to  which  attention  has  been  directed  is 
deemed  to  be  contrary  to,  and  subversive  of,  the  interests  of  the 
Society. 

We  trust  you  will  undertake  to  discontinue  such  advertisement, 
so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  any  member  of  the  Council  to 
give  notice  of  a  motion  for  the  removal  of  your  name  from  the 
Register  of  Members  of  the  Society  in  accordance  with  clause  2 
of  section  17  of  the  Bye-laws. 

We  are,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

Walter  Hills,  President. 

G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  Vice-President. 

I  replied  direct  to  both  Mr.  Hills  and  Mr.  Newsholme, 
pointing  out  that  as  my  name  was  being  constantly- 
associated  with  similar  announcements  as  "The  case  from 
Batley,"  would  they  kindly  point  out  what  portion  was 
objectionable,  so  that  I  might  avoid  future  transgression.  I 
also  immediately  suppressed  the  advertisement,  and  went  to- 
the  expense  of  no  less  a  sum  than  100Z.  in  announcing  in  the 
papers  printed  in  this  city  and  by  means  of  handbills,  that 
"  I  was  not  a  medical  practitioner,  that  I  had  never  posed, 
nor  had  attempted  to  pose  as  such."  I  incurred  this  expense- 
simply  to  show  the  Society  how  extremely  solicitous  I  was  to 
explain  to  the  public  that  I  was  not  acting  as  a  doctor.  To 
my  letter  to  Messrs.  Hills  and  Newsholme,  the  former  replied 
as  follows  : — 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 

17  Bloomsburv  Square,  London,  W.C, 

October  20,  1897. 
Mr.  T.  G.  Forshaw,  138  Westgate,  Bradford. 
Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
18th  inst.,  which  shall  receive  consideration. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Walter  Hills,  President. 

Now,  Sir,  I  wish  your  readers  to  know  of  the  consideration 
my  letter  received !  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  date  was 
October  20,  1897,  when  the  President's  promise  of  consider- 
ation was  made  to  me,  yet  the  very  next  communication  I 
received  was  as  follows  : — 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 

17  Bloornsbury  Square,  London,  W.C, 

December  3,  1897. 

Mr.  Thos.  Garratt  Forshaw, 

138  Westgate,  Bradford. 

Sir, — I  have  to  inform  jou  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
held  on  Wednesday  last  it  was  unanimously  resolved  tbat  your 
name  be  erased  from  the  Register  of  Members  of  this  Society. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
forthwith  discontinue  to  use  or  assume  any  title  implying  that  you 
are  a  member  of  this  Society. 
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I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  return  the  certificate  of  mem- 
ibership,  which  is  now  the  property  of  this  Society. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Richard  Bremridge,  Registrar. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  in  reply  to  the  above : — 

The  Infirmary  Pharmacy, 

138  Westgate,  Bradford, 

December  3,  1897. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  amazed  to  ascertain  through  The  Chemist 
axd  Druggist  received  to-day  that  my  name  has  been  removed 
from  the  list  of  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Surely  I 
ought  to  have  had  some  notification  from  the  Society.  I  consider 
the  position  that  your  Council  has  taken  up  a  most  arbitrary  one, 
inasmuch  as  on  October  20,;1897,  you  personally  wrote  to  me  saying 
that  my  letter  of  the  18th  inst.(October)should  receive  consideration. 
Prom  that  day  to  this  I  have  received  no  communication  from  the 
Society,  nor  from  you,  and  I  was  anxiously  awaiting  a  reply. 
When  on  October  13,  1897,  you,  along  with  Mr.  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme,  requested  me  to  discontinue  the  advertisement  I  at 
once  complied  and  requested  your  Council,  through  you  and  Mr. 
Newsholme,  to  point  out  what  part  of  the  advertisement  was  ob- 
jectionable, so  that  I  might  avoid  future  transgression.  To  this 
you  replied  that  my  letter  should  receive  consideration,  yet,  to-day, 
I  learn  through  the  medium  I  have  mentioned,  that  my  name  has 
been  removed.  Surely  some  official  intimation  should  have  been 
forthcoming  rather  than  I  should  have  been  removed  in  such  a 
summary  manner  and  have  become  acquainted  through  a  trade 
journal  instead  of  the  registrar.  In  conclusion,  may  I  ask  why  my 
name  has  been  removed  so  that  I  may  know  what  course  to  adopt. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

To  Walter  Hills,  Esq.  T.  Garratt  Forshaw. 

The  reader  will  notice  that  my  letter  to  Mr.  Hills  and  the 
registrar's  letter  to  me  crossed. 

As  you  cannot  find  space  for  the  advertisement  which  has 
created  the  trouble,  may  I  ask  you  to  kindly  allow  me  to 
say  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  an  attested  copy  of  it  to  any 
chemist,  post-paid,  who  cares  to  send  to  me  for  one,  and,  in 
conclusion,  to  state  that  when  on  March  7ch,  1894,  I  was 
elected  M.P.S.,  I  was  nominated  by  no  less  than  six  members 
resident  in  Bradford?  Sincerely  thanking  you  for  devoling 
your  columns  to  this  controversy, 

I  am,  &c, 

Bradford,  December  21.  T.  Gabbatt  Fobshaw. 

That  Stamp-duty. 

Sib,— It  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  manufac- 
turers to  try  to  justify  themselves  with  retailers.  Would 
the  proprietors,  therefore,  of  Scott's  emulsion,  Jacob's  oil, 
Vogeler's  compound,  Warner's  safe  cure,  Frog-in-throat,  and 
as  many  others  as  must  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  kindly 
explain  for  the  benefit  of  your  Irish  readers  how  it  is  that 
they  charge  the  same  price  for  their  goods  stamped  as  un- 
stamped, thus  pocketing  from  Is.  6d.  to  6s.  per  dozen  ?  But 
please  let  us  not  be  told  that  it  costs  more,  proportionately, 
to  advertise  goods  in  Ireland  than  in  England.  This  may 
or  may  not  be  the  fact,  but  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
case.  Besides,  such  large  advertisers  in  Ireland  as  the  pro- 
prietors of  Carter's  pills  and  Williams's  pills  allow  the  full 
cost  of  the  stamp  when  you  buy  their  goods  unstamped. 
The  Hood's  sarsaparilla  people  save  3s.  per  dozen  on  their 
goods  by  selling  them  unstamped,  and  they  allow  the 
retailer  9d.  of  it.  Tbe  principle  of  division  of  the  plunder  is 
a  fair  one,  but  this  proportion  needs  a  little  explanation. 
Let  us  have  it.  Yours  truly, 

19  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  J.  C.  McWaltee. 

December  2. 

The  Atlas  Chemical  Company's  "  Chemical  Recipes." 
SlE, — When  I  come  across  a  "  good  "  thing  I  like  to  share 
my  wealth,  and  in  this  spirit  will  you  allow  me  to  tell  you 
and  your  readers  about  "Chemical  Recipes,"  a  treatise 
published  by  the  "  Atlas  Chemical  Company,"  of  Sunderland  1 
The  price  is  a  mere  trifle — 21.  10s. — or,  if  you  happen  to  be  a 
"  London  merchant,"  or  if  the  company  think  that  you  are, 
21.  5s.  I  am  not  a  "  London  merchant "  myself,  but  my 
friend  whom  I  commissioned  to  send  me  the  book  was 
evidently  thought  to  be  one  by  the  company,  as  they  wrote 
him  in  reply  to  his  request  for  details  :— 

"  The  price  of  our  book  '  Chemical  Recipes '  is  50s.  We 


have  very  few  copies  of  the  new  edition  unsold,  and  can  only 
guarantee  to  supply  in  case  of  prompt  reply.  Should  you 
send  for  a  copy  you  may  deduct  5s.,  the  amount  we  usually 
allow  to  London  merchants." 

My  friend  is  not  a  "  London  merchant,"  but  if  the  company 
should  resent  what  they  may  consider  a  fraud  on  his  part  I 
shall  be  glad  to  get  the  benefit  of  it,  and  have  my  21.  5s. 
refunded  on  my  returning  the  book. 

The  price  may  frighten  j  our  readers — not,  perhaps,  the 
pecuniary  outlay  so  much  as  the  idea  of  a  huge  and  ponderous 
volume;  but  on  this  score  they  need  have  no  alarm.  It  is  a 
case  of  parmim  in  multo — "little  for  much."  To  explain, 
there  are  379  pages,  or,  say,  38  pages  for  every  5s.  of  your 
money — about  the  record  rate  for  printer's  ink.  To  give 
further  details  of  this  priceless  (or  rather  all-price)  volume, 
it  weighs  27§  oz.  and  is  7  by  5  by  1|  inches  in  dimensions.  It 
is  printed  in  "  good  bold  "  type,  and  contains  thirty-three  lines 
on  a  page  where  full  pages  occur — and  they  do  so  sometimes. 
Or,  to  be  more  practical,  a  copy  of  Tit- Bits  would  take 
longer  to  read  through,  and  in  my  brutal  opinion  would 
contain  more  original  information. 

No  precise  claim  to  particular  originality  is  made,  although 
the  preface  states  :  "  some  valuable  and  important  formula? 
have  been  secured  by  the  authors  at  considerable  expense." 
Fortunately  for  them,  the  authors  are  lost  to  fame  in  that 
their  names  are  not  given  ;  but  they  must  be  eminent,  for  the 
preface  says  "they  have  had  very  exceptional  opportunities 
of  perusing  all  the  leading  works  published  during  the  last 
few  years."  There  must  be  a  good  many  pigeons  who 
understand  English,  as  the  preface  goes  on  to  say  "  not  a 
single  copy  of  the  two  former  editions  remains  unsold,"  and 
the  French  are  evidently  having  a  good  time  of  it,  as  the 
"  remarkable  sale  "  of  the  French  edition  is  noted. 

The  range  of  the  book  is  cosmopolitan.  It  includes 
formulas  for  "  Finishers'  Ink,"  "  A  Dull  Varnish  for  Hearses," 
"  Wheel-grease,"  "  The  Epicure's  Sauce,"  "  Fuel  Briquettes," 
"  The  Perfect  Food  for  Infants,"  "Fireproof  Composition," 
&c,  &c.  No  doubt  the  last  is  a  speciality  for  undertakers. 
Possibly  some  of  the  formulas  might  interest  your  readers. 
Here  is  the  "  Walnut-stain  "  varnish  : — 

3  ounces  of  walnut  spirit  stam 
12  ounces  gum  shellac 

12  ounces  amber  resin 

4  pints  methylated  spirit 

.  .  .  The  spirit-stain  for  this  and  following  recipe  may  be 
obtained  from  any  leading  aniline-colour  works. 

(The  "  Atlas  Chemical  Company "  are  evidently  leading 
aniline-colour  manufacturers,  judging  from  their  advertise- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  book.) 

Perhaps  the  chemical  tit-bit  is  "  Liquid  Gold,"  but  to  give 
the  details  in  full,  which  extend  over  several  pages,  would 
exclude  me  from  your  columns.  Those  who  like  liquid  gold 
can  melt  21.  10s.  or  21.  5s.,  as  the  case  may  be,  on  the  book,  and 
when  they  have  done  so  I  should  like  to  be  told  what  a 
chemical  pot  is  and  how  the  balsam  of  sulphur — "  stirring 
well  all  the  while  and  put  it  on  the  gas  again,  in  an  hour  it 
should  give,  on  testing,  125°  Fahrenheit " — works. 

The  chemistry  is  often  novel,  and  at  about  2s.  an  ounce  for 
paper  it  should  be.  In  "  Recovery  of  Glycerine  from  Soap- 
boilers' Lye  "  we  are  told  :  "  When  a  metallic  salt  or  one  of  the 
alkalies,  as  caustic  soda,  is  added  to  tallow  a  stearite  of 
the  metal  (common  soap  is  stearite  of  sodium)  is  formed 
whereby  the  glycerine  is  eliminated."  WelJ,  common  clay  is 
a  metallic  salt  (silicate  of  aluminium),  and  if  this  and  tallow 
can  be  used  to  make  as  workable  a  soap  as  it  is  said  to  do 
glycerine,  what  a  tip  for,  say,  Messrs.  A.  &  F.  Pears !  But 
would  it,  would  it,  would  it  be  too  much  to  suggest  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  the  appointment  of  the  "authors"  as 
examiners  in  chemistry  1  They  could  decently  pluck  nobody, 
and  I  am  sure  students  would  appreciate  the  concession. 

But  perhaps  the  book  is  not  intended  for  students  or  others 
who  are  theoretical  enough  and  impractical  enough  to  worry 
about  chemistry  ani  "  Tommy  rot "  of  that  sort.  In  prefacing 
the  section  on  "  Paints  "  we  are  told  "It  is  their  [i.e.,  the 
authors']  desire  to  publish  the  different  formulae  in  such  a 
way  that  any  intelligent  workman  who  spends  what  to  him 
maybe  a  considerable  amount  in  the  purchase  of  this  volume 
may  be  able  to  derive  substantial  benefit."  I  can  imagine 
the  delightful  charm  a  pig-headed  workman  would  be  to  his 
employer  when,  armed  with  21.  10s.  in  printer's  inkon27|oz. 
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of  paper,  he  insisted  on  knowing  all  about  everything.  The 
eight  hours'  movement  would  not  be  in  it. 

Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  a  millionaire,  but  for  all  this  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  the  21.  5s.  has  not  been  a  "  considerable  sum  " 
to  me  ;  but  there  are  many  of  your  readers  not  as  fortunate, 
and  in  their  interest  I  hope  you  will  insert  this  letter  (after 
inquiry),  as  it  was  through  the  medium  of  your  advertising- 
columns  that  I  liquefied  my  45.?.  It  seems  to  me  a  duty— as 
I  stated  in  commencing— to  share  my  wealth,  and  in  this 
instance  my  wealth  is  the  experience  I  have  gained.  My 
loss  may  be  their  gain.  Yours  faithfully. 

TJitenhage,  Cape  Colony,  Aethce  B.  Vanes. 

November  11. 

Old  Pharmacy. 
Sib, — I  was  interested  to  find  in  an  old  materia  medica  of 
1740  that  asafuetida  w-as  spelt  with  one  s  as  in  our  present 
Pharmacopoeia.    Can  you  or  your  readers  give  me  any  infor- 
mation about  the  book  referred  to  ?    Its  title  is 

Hermanni  Boerhaave  libellus  de  Materie  Medica  et  Remediorum 
formulis  quae  serviunt  Aphorismis  de  Cognoscendis  et  Curandis 
morbis.  Editio  tertia.  Lugduni  Batavoruni,  apud  I.  Sever- 
inura,  1740. 

The  articles  comprising  this  materia  medica  are  remark- 
ably similar  to  those  we  use  to-day,  occasionally  a  difference 
in  spelling  is  noticed,  as  "capaiba  '  and  "  cari  oleum.*'  w  hich 
are  not  very  far  removed  from  our  copaiba  and  carui.  Oleum  de 
lateribus  is  mentioned ;  is  this  our  old  friend  of  the  provincial 
trade— oil  of  bricks  ?  A  prescription  for  morbus  virginum 
reads — 

R.    Elix.  p.p.  cum  sal.  tartarat.  preparat.  q.s. 
Capt.  gut.  xxv.  quater  de  die  ex  vino 

— which  has  a  quite  modern  flavour  about  it.  Masticatoria, 
too.  occur,  but  as  they  are  still  prevalent  as  a  sweetmeat  in 
America  they  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  quite  obsolete. 

Castor  and  ambergris  are  used  largely,  and,  iu  conclusion,  I 
would  mention  a  section — 


Contra  Convuhiones. 
Sal.  ammon. ) 


Sal.  nitri       j  '" 
Urinae  recent,  sani 
Mell.com. 


aa.  drach.  iij. 

unc.  xij . 
...    unc.  ij. 


—a  compound  which  is  deservedly  allowed  to  be  neglected. 

I  remain,  vours  faithfullv. 

Pee  Aedua.  (29/4.) 

[The  work  referred  to  is  well  known  to  pharmaceutical 
bibliographers.  It  is  one  of  several  books  written  by 
Frofessor  Hermann  Boerhaave,  the  eighteenth-century  philo- 
sopher and  physicist.  Boerhaave  was  born  at  Woorhout. 
near  Leyden,  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1668,  and  was 
educated  in  the  University  of  the  latter  town  for  the 
ministry.  He  afterwards  took  the  degree  of  doctor  of  philo- 
sophy, and  subsequently  studied  botany,  chemistry,  and 
medicine,  graduating  as  doctor  of  medicine  at  Haarderwick 
in  1693.  In  1701  he  was  appointed  assistant  to  the  Professor 
of  Medicine  at  Leyden.  and  eight  years  later  was  elevated  to 
the  Professorship,  and  also  taught  botany  and  chemistry. 
Boerhaave's  reputation  as  a  physician  spread  far  beyond  the 
borders  of  Holland,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  conceptions 
in  regard  to  the  study  and  practice  of  medicine  greatly 
influenced  medical  teaching  during  last  century.  The  book 
referred  to  by  our  correspondent  is  one  of  several  which  he 
wrote.  An  edition  of  it  was  published  in  1719,  and  several 
English  translations  of  it  have  been  printed.  In  reference 
to  the  remarks  regarding  Boerhaave's  nomenclature  we  may 
point  out  that  the  last  edition  of  the  United  States  Phar- 
macopoeia returns  to  the  old  generic  name  of  caraway  oil — 
viz.,  oleum  cari. — Ed.  C.  <$'  D.~] 

A  New  Field  for  Chemical  "  Magic." 

Sib, — Among  the  varied  uses  to  which  iodide  of  potassium 
has  been  put  since  the  discovery  of  its  halogen  constituent, 
I  doubt  if  there  has  been  any  more  remarkable  than  one 
which  came  under  my  observation  a  few  weeks  ago  in  this 
station. 

There  wandered  one  morning  to  the  pharmacy  departmei  t 


of  which  I  have  charge  here  a  gentleman,  who  asked,  "  Did 
I  know  of  two  substances  that  when  mixed  together  produced 
a  turbid  red  liquid,  and  could  I  suggest  a  third  which,  being 
added  to  the  others,  would  clear  up  the  turbidity  and  produce 
a  water-white  solution  1" 

I  had  at  first  supposed  that  my  visitor  was  a  missionary ; 
but  when  he  told  me  what  he  wanted  I  began  to  suppose 
that  I  had  mistaken  his  vocation,  and  that  I  had  before  me 
the  local  agent  of  someone's  blood-purifying  pills  or  sarsa- 
parilla,  who  wished  to  adopt  a  classical  method  of  illustrating 
the  efficacy  of  his  medicines. 

But  he  went  on.  He  wanted  sufficient  of  these  reagents 
for  three  or  four  lectures.  One  solution,  he  explained,  was 
to  typify  the  human  soul,  and  the  second  sin.  On  bringing 
these  into  contact  the  sad  results  were  to  be  illustrated  by 
the  turbid  mess  in  the  bottle.  The  purpose  of  the  third 
liquid  which  cleared  up  the  turbidity  was  obvious. 

I  prepared  the  necessary  solutions,  and  at  the  request  of 
my  customer  labelled  them  respectively  "  The  Soul,"  "Sin: 
Poison  "  (this  was,  of  course,  mercuric  chloride),  and  "  The 
Cleansing  Blood." 

The  lectures  were  presumably  successful,  at  least  chemi- 
cally, for  a  week  or  so  later  the  third  bottle  was  brought  in 
to  be  refilled. 

Secunderabad,  Deccan,  India,       J.  Gbaxtley  Tingle. 
November  4. 

Dsntal  Advice. 

Cocaine  in  Dentistry. 

Sib, — Your  answers  to  all  sorts  of  queries  connected  with 
our  trade  are  very  interesting  reading:  to  me,  and  often 
prove  very  instructive,  so  in  return  I  will  give  my  experience 
of  cocaine  administration. 

First  of  all,  never  give  it  to  anyone  with  a  weak  heart,  or 
to  children. 

Secondly,  administer  a  drachm  of  spt.  amm.  arom.  in  giss. 
water  before  inserting. 

Thirdly,  sterilise  the  needle,  and  use  a  fresh  solution  made 
by  using  a  |-gr.  tabloid. 

Fourthly,  keep  within  the  -|-gr.  dose,  even  if  it  has  to  be 
divided  between  three  or  four  teeth  ;  a  little  pinch  to  the 
patient  is  better  than  collapse. 

I  have  given  cocaine  some  thousands  of  times,  and  cannot 
say  I  ever  feel  sure  of  it    I  have  had  two  or  three  cases 
where  it  has  caused  alarming  symptoms,  which  have  called 
for  all  my  energies  to  prevent  collapse. 
I  am  gradually  discontinuing  its  use. 

Hemorrhage  after  Extraction. 

I  have  been  actively  engaged  in  teeth-extractions  for 
many  years.  This  year  I  have  not  had  a  "bleeder"  till 
this  week,  when  I  happened  to  have  two  in  one  day. 

In  one  case  I  had  extracted  three  teeth,  in  the  other  five, 
and  when  I  had  found  the  source  of  the  bleeding,  I  plugged 
the  cavities  with  cotton-wool,  saturated  with  Fletcher's  car- 
bolised  resin,  keeping  the  plug  in  place  with  a  large  plug  of 
wool  which  the  antagonising  teeth  held  firmly  in  position. 

I  have  never  used  liq.  fer.  perch,  fort.  Tomes's  "  Dental 
Surgery  "  gives  good  reasons  for  not  using  it. 

In  each  case  I  withdrew  the  plug  the  following  day  ;  the- 
bleeding  had  entirely  ceased. 

Yours  truly, 

Peeiosteum.  (36/60.) 

Our  Diary.' 

An  English  Pharmacist  in  Spain  (41/22)  writes :  "lam 
very  pleased  with  the  Diaet,  and  as  you  see  from  this  letter 
[asking  the  names  of  makers  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus] 
it  is  of  great  use  in  this  howling  wilderness,  where  labour 
though  cheap  is  bad  and  methods  very  antiquated — machines 
are  much  better." 

[We  have  had  numerous  inquiries  regarding  the  apparatus 
illustrated  in  "  The  Art  of  Pharmacy,"  and  are  able  to  refer  in- 
quirers to  the  makers  of  or  agents  for  most  of  the  pieces 
figured.  Other  inquiries  will  have  prompt  attention.  It 
will,  however,  be  observed  that  several  makers  of  apparatus 
advertise  in  the  Diaet,  and  their  advertisements  should 
first  be  consulted.— Ed.  C.  <$•  D.J 
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MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employees  only  ;  queries  must, 
therefore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
Notice  to  more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 
Querists.  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


30/38.  Bid.  Rhei — (1)  For  the  obstinate  case  of  Piles 
you  might  try  a  course  of  some  natural  aperient  water, 
which  is  a  most  effectual  curative  agent  in  such  cases, 
using  at  the  same  time  a  suppository  containing  pulv.  gallas 
gr.  iv.,  pulv.  opii  grj.     (2)   Glove-cleaning  Paste  : — 

Ext.  quillaise...  ...  ...  ...  5j. 

Sodii  bicarb.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Jiv. 

Sapo  communis  ...  ...  ...  Sxij. 

Aquas  ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  §xviij. 

Dissolve  the  soap  in  the  watsr  by  heat,  and  when  dissolved 
mix  in  the  powdered  ext.  of  quillaia  and  bicarbonate  of  soda. 

(3)  The  "Wax  Cleanser  for  use  in  washing  clothes  is  simply 
hard  paraffin. 

37/44.  E.  T.  O.-  •"  Anquentum "  is  a  corruption  of 
"  Unguentum,"  the  name  by  which  ung.  album  or  ung 
plumbi  carb.  is  popularly  known.    The  formula  is — 

Plumbi  carb.    Sj. 

'   Ung.  simplicis    5v. 

M 

18/41.  Santa  Clans. — Hydrochloric  acid  cannot  replace 
sulphuric  acid  in  the  bichromate  battery. 

18/63.  C.  R. — An  alcoholic|solution  of  an  aniline  colour 
will  penetrate  celluloid.  The  close  texture  of,  and  the 
camphor  in,  celluloid  prevent  the  colour  penetrating  far,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  mordant  the  substance  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

19/58.  Pilule. — For  a  Cheap  Health-salt  give  lemon  kali 
without  the  flavouring. 

21/51.  Wheatley. — The  number  containing  the  article  on 
medicine-chest  fitting  is  now  out  of  print.  The  list  of  medi- 
cines is  given  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary. 
The  prices  charged  are  from  20  to  50  per  cent,  above  wholesale 
prices. 

29/32.  H.  T.  W. — What  do  you  mean  by  an  Overheated 
System  1  The  more  serious  symptom  (piles)  points  to  con- 
stipation, which  should  be  relieved  by  nightly  doses  of  pulv. 
glycyrrhizre  co.,  and  the  local  irritation  may  be  relieved  by 
application  of  witch-hazel  essence. 

26/13.    A.B.  C.  B  —  Pink  Furniture-polish:— 

Ceresin       ...       ...  ...  ...  3  lb. 

Spirit  of  turpentine  ...  ...  \  gal 

Resin...       ...       ...  ...  ...  6  oz. 

Vermilion    ...       ...  ...  ...  1  oz. 

M.S.A. 

26/40.  B.  H.  E. — (1)  You  will  find  all  you  need  about 
poultry-medicines  in  "Veterinary  Counter-practice."  (2) 
The  active  principle  of  insect-powder  is  a  volatile  body  which 
stupefies  the  insects. 

f  25/39.  Alumnol. — Glycerophosphates. — See  our  DlARY 
for  1897 ;  also  C.  $  B.,  May  23,  1896,  page  749.  The  glycero- 
phosphates were  introduced  by  Dr.  Robin,  and  are  not,  as  far 
as. we  are  aware,  a  proprietary  article. 

24/52.    W.  V.  J. — Consult  the  last  two'volumes. 

24/53.  F.  H.  D.— Filter  the  vinegar  through  a  flannel 
bag,  using  a  little  fullers'  earth.  For  particulars  see  the 
Diary. 

24/64.  Mercury. — Irish  Slate  is  rottenstone.  Green  oil 
Of  chamomile  is  ol.  chamomile  ang. 


26/36.  Capilla. — Hair  Palling  Out. — Use  the  following 
lotions : — 

A 

Boracis         ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Glycerini    5ij- 

Tr.  cantharid   5vj. 

Liq.  ammonise  ...       ...       ...  §j. 

Ol.  myrcise      ...       ...       ...       ...  Tti.iij. 

Aq-  ad    §vj. 

M.S.A. 

B 

Acet.  aromatic.   5ij. 

Glycerini   5q. 

Spt.  rectificat.         ...    Jj. 

Liq.  epispastic.   5j. 

Aq.  flor.  aurant.       ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Aq.  rosse        ...       ...       ...       ...  gvi 

M.S.A. 

B  is  to  be  used  at  night,  and  A  next  morning.  Rub  each  well 
into  the  roots  of  the  hair. 

20,34.    Bristol. — Locock's  Hair-lotion: — 

Ol.  macis      ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Ol.  olivee       ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Liq.  ammonias         ...        ...        ...  5ss 

Spt.  rosmarini         ...       ...       ...  §j. 

Aq.  rosse    giiss. 

Mix  the  oils,  add  the  ammonia,  combine,  and  thin  with  1  oz. 
water.  Mix  the  spirit  with  the  rest  of  the  water,  and  add 
sec.  art. 

23/32.  67.  Brown. — Straw-hat  Polishes  are  made  from 
spirit- varnish  coloured  with  spirit-soluble  aniline  dyes,  15  to 
30  gr.  to  the  pint,  according  to  the  dye. 

25/13.  Senna. — Lime-juice  and  Glycerine.  See  C.  B., 
May  8,  page  748. 

31/57.  Plasterman. — See  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,  1898,  in  regard  to  I.R.  plasters.  The  mass  is  not  a 
commercial  article,  and  can  only  be  spread  with  the 
machinery  described. 

42/48.  Ignoramus. — You  will  find  good  formulas  for  Husk 
or  Hoose  Mixture  for  calves  in  "  Veterinary  Counter- 
practice."  If  you  have  not  got  the  book  you  will  thank  us 
for  calling  attention  to  it  after  you  have  bought  it.  It  can 
be  obtained  of  most  wholesale  houses  at  3s.  6d. 

33/8.  Rhei. — As  |you  surmise,  the  Meat-preservative  is 
a  mixture  of  borax  and  boracic  acid,  4  of  the  former  to  1  of 
the  latter.  These  are  mixed  together  and  left  in  a  damp 
place  for  a  few  days  to  allow  the  mixture  to  deliquesce,  after 
which  it  is  dried  and  powdered. 

24/60.    IF.  H.  67.— (1)  Peppermint-cordial  :— 

Peppermint-water   Oj. 

Proof  spirit  ...       ...       ...       ...  Oj. 

Lump  sugar  Jxij. 

Dissolve  the  sugar  in  the  peppermint-water  and  mix  with  the 
spirit.  A  pale  green  colour  is  usually  given  by  bruising  a  few 
blades  of  grass  with  a  little  of  the  spirit,  and  adding  a  sufficiency 
to  impart  the  desired  tint. 

(2)  Gingerette-cordial: — • 


Essence  ginger   

...  H. 

Tincture  orange-peel 

...  oj- 

Essence  vanilla 

5j. 

Rectified  spirit 

...  Sx. 

Syrup   

...  Jxiv. 

Distilled  water 

...  §xiv. 

Mix  and  filter  bright,  colour  with  burnt  sugar. 
(3)  We  have  no  formula  for  black-beer  cordial. 

38/44.  Seal  Engraver. — Oil  of  Bricks.  Oleum  Lateritium 
was  last  official  in  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  1746.  It  was 
made  by  quenching  red-hot  bricks  in  olive  oil,  breaking  them, 
and  distilling  in  a  retort  with  a  gradually  increased  heat, 
and  separating  the  oil  from  the  accompanying  liquid.  Our 
correspondent  says  that  a  customer — a  seal-engraver — is 
inquiring  for  it,  as  he  cannot  any  longer  obtain  it.  Can  any 
of  our  readers  say  if  it  is  still  obtainable  ? 
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22/46.  Mundio  (N.  Queensland).— Phosphatic  Aerated 
Beverages. — The  phosphate  solution  is  made  as  follows  : — 

Potass,  phosph   gr.  lxxx. 

Iron  phosph   gr.  lxxx. 

Sodii  phosph   gr.  lxxx. 

Cale.  phosph   5iv; 

Ac.  phosp.  cone   3viij- 

Aq.  ad    Cong.  j. 

'  M- 

From  this  solution  the  various  Phosphatic  Syrups  for 

syruping  aerated  waters  are  made,  as  the  following  ex- 
amples : — 

(1)  Lemon-phosphate  syrup  — 

Lemon  syrup   Oyij. 

Pine-apple  syrup    Oj. 

Phosphate  solution   5viij. 

Mix. 

(2)  Raspberry-phosphate  symp— 

Easpberry  syrup    Oyij. 

Eose-water  9J- 

Phosphate  solution   5viij. 

Mix. 

22/55.  H.  M.— Black-currant  Cough-elixir  not  contain- 
ing a  scheduled  poison  : — 

Tr.  scillse    •   o\ss. 

Vin.  ipecacuanha?    ...    5ij. 

Succ.  conii     ...       ...       ...       ...  3ij- 

Muc.  tragacanth.     ...       ...       ...  5v. 

Spt.  chloroformi    Sj- 

Syr.  rib.  nigr.  ad   Oj. 

M. 

5j.  pro  dosis. 

22/44.  M.  C. — Books  on  Purely  Commercial  Chemistry. 
— Probably  the  most  comprehensive  book  on  this  subject  is 
Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry,"  published  by 
Longmans,  Green  &  Co.,  in  3  vols.,  the  first  two  at  42s.  each, 
the  last  at  63s.  "Chemical  Technology,"  in  2  vols.,  by 
Groves  &  Thorpe,  published  by  Churchill,  a  less  expensive 
work,  deals  on  such  subjects  as  technology  of  fuel  and 
lighting,  metallurgy,  chemical  -  manufacturing  industry, 
glass,  earthenware  cements  and  mortar,  food,  and  tech- 
nology of  fibres.  If  it  is  any  particular  subject  you  require 
a  book  about  we  may  be  able  to  help  you  further. 

102/23.    H.  B.—  Bay  Bum:— 

01.  myrcise  acris    5ij. 

01.  pimentse  irixx. 

Spt.  sacchari...    5y. 

Spt.  yini  tenuior.  ad    Oj. 

M. 

23/60.  Medicus. — Corn  and  Wart  Paint  "  which  will 
not  dry  up  so  soon  in  the  bottles."— This  formula  meets  your 
wishes  : — 

Ac.  salicylic.  ...       ...       ...       •••  ;>iy. 

Pulv.  resinse  5ij. 

Tr.  cannab.  ind.  ad    5iv. 

This  is  used  by  painting  on  the  corns  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  ethereal  corn-cures. 

23/37.  H.  <$•  S. — To  prevent  mould  forming  on  lumps  of 
opium  kept  in  a  covered  jar  we  should  recommend  a  trial  of 
the  use  of  formic  aldehyde.  In  this  case,  place  a  little  of 
the  formic  aldehyde  in  the  bottom  of  the  jar,  and  by  means 
of  a  false  bottom  prevent  the  opium  from  actual  contact ; 
the  air  of  the  jar  will  thus  be  kept  aseptic. 

24/18.  R.  F. — The  Sachet-powder  has  a  base  of  santal- 
wood  powder,  and  contains  also  muse  Baur  and  heliotropin, 
with  a  trace  of  powdered  patchouli. 

23/33  Scarlet.  —  For  Benovating  Scarlet  Hunting- 
coats,  liquid  ammonia  coloured  with  carmine  is  employed. 
Stains  are  previously  removed  by  salt  of  lemon. 

30/48.  F.  S. —  Magnetic  Toothache-powders. —  These 
we  find  consist  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  with  a  trace  of 
powdered  gentian.  The  directions  are  :  "  Rub  a  little  of  the 
powder  very  gently  into  the  aching  gums  and  teeth.'v 


28/71.  F.  D.— Perfumed  Bath-salt.— See  C.  $  I).,  July  3, 
1897,  page  34  ;  but  of  course  do  not  make  into  tablets  if  you 
do  not  desire  it  in  that  form. 

31/44.  W.  P. — Leclanche  Batteries  require  for  the  inner 
cells  a  stick  of  carbon  embedded  in  oxide  of  manganese,  and 
for  the  outer  cell  a  strong  solution  of  sal  ammoniac. 

130  39.  Devon. — To  Clean  Soiled  Puffs  they  should  be 
carefully  washed  with  benzine  and  allowed  to  dry  in  a  current 
of  air. 

28/64.    Ajax  The  sample  of  cream-of-tartar  substitute 

consists  of  acid  sulphate  of  potash.  Its  use  in  making 
baking-powder  is  quite  unobjectionable. 

26/51.    Creasote. —  Condition-powder  for  Cattle. —  We 

find  this  to  have  the  following  composition  : — 

Sulphate  soda         ...       ...  ...  §ij. 

Powdered  resin       ...       ...  ...  5ij- 

Powdered  anise       ...       ...  ...  5j. 

Powdered  nitre       ...       ...  ...  5ij- 

Powdered  ginger      ...       ...  ...  5ij- 

Mix. 

This  is  given  as  a  drench  to  cattle  to  correct  any  little 
derangement,  and  help  them  to  feed  for  show-purposes. 

26/99.  Windsor. — Asthma-cigarettes  of  the  kind  you 
send  are  made  by  making  into  cigarettes  the  following  coarse 
powder : — 

Slrimonium-leaves  ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

Eucalyptus-leaves   ...       ...       ...  ■$']• 

Lcbelia-leaves         ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Mix. 

The  cigarette-papers  are  prepared  by  steeping  in  a  solution 
of  nitrate  of  potash  and  drying.  There  is  a  tiny  piece  of 
cotton-wool  inserted  in  the  mouth-end  of  the  cigarette,  the 
paper  at  the  other  end  being  given  a  slight  twist  to  keep  the 
contents  in. 

26/40.  B.  II.  K. — Nit-ointment. — This  has  been  made  by 
digesting  bruised  ttavesacre-seeds  ($iv.)  in  soft  paraffin 
(lb.j.)  for  two  hours  in  a  water-bath,  and  after  straining 
through  calico  adding  a  little  perfume  and  pouring  into  the 
tins. 

29/47.  Sperax. — Your  sample  of  Shoe-ink  resembles  the 
result  of  the  first  formula  of  two  we  published  on  March  20 
1897,  page  488. 

143/6.  Goodwill. — It  seems  impossible  tc  lay  down  a  rule 
for  the  estimation  of  the  value  of  a  goodwill  in  a  case  of 
amalgamation  of  businesses.  Goodwill  depends  entirely  on 
special  circumstances  ;  if  there  are  no  special  circumstances 
there  is  no  goodwill.  It  is  best  for  each  party  to  employ 
an  experienced  agent,  who  will  do  his  best  for  his  client. 

30/30.  Crestbred. — Your  sample  of  eucalyptus  oil  used  as 
a  remedy  for  asthma  and  wheezing  in  canaries,  has  been 
coloured  green  with  "  oil-soluble  "  chlorophyll. 

31/52.  Altluccc. — Ung.  Althsese  was  official  in  the  P.  L. 
1746,  and  was  made  as  follows  :  — 

Oil  of  mucilages    Ib.ij. 

Yellow  wax                                  ...  lb.ss. 

Eesin  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  §iij. 

Venice  turpentine    ...       ...       ...  3ss. 

The  Oil  of  Mucilages  was  prepared  by  boiling  bruised — 

Fresh  marshmallow-root    ...       ...  lb.ss. 

Linseed        ...       ...       ...       ...  j$iij, 

Fenugreek-seed       ...       ...       ...  3n'j. 

in  water  lb.  ij.  for  half  an  hour,  then  adding — 

Olive  oil        ...       ...       ...       ...  lb.iv. 

and  boilinsr  till  the  water  was  dissipated.  From  this  you 
will  see  that  of  the  two  samples  you  send,  the  one  smelling 
of  fenugreek  is  the  one  more  nearly  approaching  the  last 
official  formula. 

36/38.  Alpha. — Black  hat  Lacquer. — Will  the  formula 
given  in  answer  to  "  W.  A."  (36.6)  suitable  for  your  purpose  ? 
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24/50.  Vhemicus.  —  Non  -  excisable  Coca  -  wine.— See 
C.  %  B..  May  15,  1897,  page  781,  and  February  29,  1896, 
page  335.  The  non-excisable  wine  is  not  so  pleasant  to  the 
palate  by  a  long  way  as  the  excisable  kind,  and  should  be 
very  carefully  labelled. 

27/1.  Mclboracis. — The  sample  of  Toothache-drops, 
"  highly  spoken  of,"  is  chloral  cum  camphora,  B.P.C. 

35/8.    J.  B.  H. — Starch-gloss. — Your  sample  is  a  mix- 
*  ture  of  equal  parts  of  powdered  soap  and  borax.    "  Mix  a 
teaspoonful  with  sufficient  gloss  to  make  one  pint,  and 
thoroughly  beat  it  up  with  the  starch." 

28/24.  Aloes. — The  Musk  Perfume  for  Dry  Soap  is 
prepared  from  artificial  musk  (obtained  by  adding  strong 
nitric  acid  to  oil  of  amber,  and  separating  the  resinous 
matter).  This  resinous  matter  is  dissolved  in  rectified  spirit 
in  the  proportion  of  5SS.  to  and  oils  of  cassia  and 
bergamot  added,  and  generally  some  burnt  sugar  to  brighten 
the  colour.  A  few  experiments  on  these  lines  will  give  you 
a  perfume  like  your  sample, 

36/70.  W.  A.  S. — Balsamum  Locatelli  is  what  you 
require.    The  formula  of  the  P.L.  1746  directed — 

01.  olivse        ...       ...       ...       ...  oxvj. 

Tereb.  venet.    lb.  ss. 

Cerse  albae    lb.  ss. 

P.  pterocarpf  ligui   ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Melted  together. 

The  dose  is  5ss.  with  conserve  of  roses  ;  externally  it  is  used 
as  a  stimulating  ointment. 

13/68.  J.  M. — The  only  factor  we  can  give  you  to  go 
upon  for  a  Neutral  Lard  Soap  is  that  on  saponification 
lard  yields  9  per  cent,  of  glycerine.  As  3KHO  is  equal  in 
saturating  power  to  CaH5  (OH)3,  the  following  calculations 
will  give  you  what  you  require:  3KHO  x  9  -i-  C3H5(OH)3 
=amount  of  pure  KHO  for  100  parts  of  lard.  You  must  then 
ascertain  the  quality  of  your  KHO. 

K  25/55.  Hammond.  — Privet-leaves  (J.igustrum  vtilgare) 
are  not  much  used  in  this  country  or  anywhere  else 
medicinally ;  but  they  are  reputed  to  be  of  value  (as  a 
decoction)  for  treatment  of  ulceration  of  the  mouth,  throat, 
and  alimentary  canal  generally  ;  also  for  discharges  from 
the  bladder.  The  astringent  properties  of  the  leaves  are 
also  taken  advantage  of  in  treating  diarrhoea.  We  do  not 
think  the  leaves  have  been  chemically  examined,  but  the 
bark  has,  and  was  found  to  contain,  besides  common  bark 
constituents,  a  bitter  resin,  bitter  extractive,  and  a  neutral 
principle,  ligustrin.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  modern 
research  on  the  drug,  or  medical  references  to  it.  It  is 
mentioned  in  most  herbals,  but  the  information  is  mainly 
traditional. 

26/22.  Fibro.  —  Fock's  "  Introduction  to  Chemical 
Crystallography,"  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope,  is  the  best  book  for 
your  purpose.  It  is  published  by  H.  Frowde,  Amen 
Corner,  E  C. 

32/29.  T.  H.  H.  F.—It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  failure  in  a 
spectroscopic  observation  put  you  wrong  in  a  Student's 
Corner  competition.  What  is  wanted  there  is  careful 
observation  of  dry  and  wet  reactions,  and  careful  record  of 
them,  and  of  the  deductions  which  you  draw  from  them.  A 
little  reflection  ought  to  tell  you  that  there  can  be  no  com- 
mon base  present  in  appreciable  quantity  which  cannot  be 
detected  by  ordinary  reactions  without  referring  to  the 
spectroscope.  The  35s.  direct-vision  spectroscope  is  not  a  mere 
toy  ;  the  best  chemists  of  the  day  generally  have  one  about 
them,  and  know  how  to  use  it.  It  is  clear  that  you  do  not, 
and  you  should  set  it  aside  until  you  get  lessons  in  its  use. 
In  your  present  condition  it  can  only  lead  you  into  a  fog. 

32/48.  Erica. — Gum-bichromate  Process. — (1)  Joyn- 
son's  and  Whatman's  hand-made,  unsized  papers  are  suitable. 
(2)  The  exposure  is  practically  the  same  as  for  P.O. P.,  but 
it  must  be  guessed  at,  as  it  does  not  show.  Please  note  that 
the  gum  mucilage  should  be  10  per  cent. 

30/28.  Pharmacy.— (1)  Nitric  Acid  in  Foot-rot.— This 
is  usually  diluted  in  the  proportion  of  1  oz.  to  a  pint  of  water, 


tar-water  preferably.  (2)  We  do  not  know.  (3)  The  last 
edition  of  Cooley's  " Cyclopaedia"  was  published  five  years 
ago  at  21.  2s.  (4)  Perkin  and  Kipping's  '•  Organic  Che- 
mistry"  (Chambers,  6s.)  is  as  good  as  you  can  get,  but 
neither  that  nor  any  other  small  book  on  "  Organic  Che- 
mistry "  will  tell  you  how  to  make  all  the  organic  compounds 
used  in  pharmacy.  You  will  get  the  most  of  that  informa- 
tion in  Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of  Chemistry." 

24/46.  Phenazone. — Lotion  for  the  Hair. — The  popular 
preparation  is  said  to  contain  pilocarpine  hydrochloride 
(gr.  j.  in  §iij .),  but  this  is  doubtful.  A  mixture  of  glycer. 
boracis  §j.  in  aq.  gviij.  suitably  perfumed  is  nearly  like  it. 

24,46  Menthol  (Belgium). — (1)  Powdered  Effervescent 
Carlsbad  Salts. — Powdered  tartaric  acid  ^viij.,  bicarbonate 
of  soda  Jx.,  powdered  sugar  gviij.,  Carlsbad  salts  (dried)  jiv. 
Mix  thoroughly.  A  formula  for  the  artificial  salt  is  given  in 
the  Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diaht,  1897,  page  481.  (2) 
Granular  Salts. — To  each  pound  of  No.  II.  basis,  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diaet,  1897,  p.  274,  add  4  oz.  of  Carlsbad 
salts  and  granulate  as  there  described.  (3)  Distilled  extract 
of  witch-hazel  is  made  from  the  fresh  twigs. 

123/23.  H. — Oil  of  Brick  nowadays  is  linseed  oil 
coloured  with  alkanet. 

31/27  Ferritin. — Evidently  the  baby  who  is  "  a  regular 
Koseberyfor  insomnia"  needs  a  doctor  and  a  little  chloro- 
brom,  which  is  a  perlectly  safe  and  effective  hypnotic. 

97/17.  J.  T.  G. — Grain-spirit  is  ordered  for  perfumery  as 
it  is  a  "cleaner"  spirit  than  that  made  from  molasses  or 
potatoes.  The  presence  of  fusel  oil  (amyl  alcohol)  or  aldehyde 
in  spirit  makes  it  unsuitable  for  use  in  perfumery.  You  should 
test  your  S.V.R.  for  fusel  oil  (the  most  common  impurity)  by 
the  U.S. P.  method  of  mixing  1  part  of  spirit  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  water  and  a  part  of  glycerine,  and  wetting 
a  piece  of  blotting-paper  with  the  mixture.  After  the  spirit 
has  wholly  evaporated  there  should  be  no  irritating  or  foreign 
odour  left.  If  it  passes  this  test  and  does  not  give  an 
immediate  darkening  when  mixed  with  an  equal  volume  of 
liquor  potassse,  it  will  be  quite  suitable  for  use  in  perfumery. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  folloveint  from  any  who  can 
furnish  the  information. 

135/4.    Bottles  for  Id.  inks  :  where  obtainable  ? 

40/20.    Makers  of  Kiessow's  essence  of  life. 

38/66.    Makers  or  importers  of  tetrachloride  of  carbon. 


Coming  Eventa. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  iueek  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Tuesday,  December  28. 

Bradford  and  District.  Chemists'  Association,  Great  Northern 
Victoria  Hotel,  at  9  pm.    Social  evening. 

Wednesday,  December  29. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Restaurant, 
Birmingham,  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 


The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Newport  and  Monmouthshire 
Chemists'  Association  is  fixed  for  January  27,  at  the  Westgate 
Hotel.  Particulars  may  be  had  of  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Benson 
Harries,  83  Commercial  Boad,  Newport. 

The  Christmas  lectures  (adapted  for  young  people)  at  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  W.,  will  be  by 
Professor  Oliver  Lodge,  D.Sc,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  Subject,  "The 
Principles  of  the  Electric  Telegraph."  There  will  be  six  lectures, 
respectively  on  December  28  and  30,  and  on  January  1,  4,  6,  and 
8,  beginning  at  3  p.m.  each  day. 


